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A STBONG desire has been expressed by many of 
'*' the members of Mrs. Pbnnbfathbr's Bible 
Classes, that her lessons from the Word of God, and 
the valuable practical hints they receive from her, 
might, in a printed form, become more permanent, 
and also reach those friends who, residing at a dis- 
tance from London, would gladly share in the benefit 
of her scriptural instruction. 



Yielding to the request conveyed to her, Mrs. 
Pennefatheb has kindly consented to allow a few 
notes, taken from her extempore Addresses by a 
Lady present at the Glasses, to be issued in a series. 



These Notes are necessarily of a fragmentary charac- 
ter, as questions are constantly asked and new subjects 
are brought forward arising out of such inquiries. 



EXTRACT FROM A LETTER ADDRESSED TO 

FEMALE WORKERS. 



lYI AY I Bay that I feel tremblingly anzioiui about oiir 
-*""-■' female helpers in the Lord's yineyard ? May I 
say that I am every day less and less concerned (com- 
paratively speaking) ahont plans and organizations in 
work, if only we can send our yonng workers to their Bible 
and their knees ? It seems to me that we live in days 
when some, even of Zion's hnsbandmen, are delighting 
themselves in a crop which has " no deepness of earth *' 
(observe the use of the word immediately in Mark iv. 6, 
15, 16, 17), and that this is telling npon all onr depart- 
ments of labour. There is too much haste among us. 
We must have the incense and the fire, even though it 
be ''strange fire." We must build the wall quickly, 
though it be at the risk of using '' untempered mortar." 
We must be numerically strong, even though, in effect- 
ing it, we bring in the elements of essential weakness. 
Is this according to Ood's mind ? Is this the teaching 
of Ood's word ? Not the hosts of Israel's army were to 
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OYerthrow the giant, but one David, who had been com- 
mtming with Ood in the wilderness. Not the 82,000 
men of war were to go out to fight the Midianites, bat 
the 800 whom the Lord Himself selected at the water* 
side. I believe the yearning thought of the Master is 
sincerely laid on many of our hearts, — 'Hhe harvest is 
great, and the laboorers are few," — ^but then we are not. 
qnite satisfied with the Master's calm response, " Pray 
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He will send 
forth labourers into His harvest." Uzzah did not 
stand alone when he dared not trust Ood with His 
own ark. 

' Again, may I say there is too much display among 
us ? *' Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord," 
seems to be meeting our ears on every side. Oh, that we 
may not also hear the deep solemn '' but " of Scripture 
comment ! ^' But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law 
of the Lord Ood of Lirael with all his heart " (2 Kings 
X. 16, 81). Dear sisters, I am writing to Christian 
women, and I say, what have we to do with publicity ? 
Woman brought in the curse. Thank Ood, she is not 
now under it ; for '^ when the fulness of the time was 
come, Ood sent forth His Son, made of a woman ; " but 
she is under the law of stibjection^ which followed it (see 
Oen. iii. 16 ; 1 Tim. ii. 18 — 15) ; and while I believe 
this does not interfere with a large and blessed 
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amount of liberty in God's service, it does draw a line 
which ought not to be transgressed. I belieyCy too, that 
God has placed the corresponding line of limitation in 
the heart and conscience of every modest, teachable, 
trath-loving woman, and that much of the apologising 
language we hear, with regard to certain questionable 
movements, is nothing more or less than a self-ex- 
cusing argument with Scripture and with conscience, 
reminding us of the language of Saul to Samuel : ^* Be- 
cause I saw that the people were scattered, &c., I forced 
myself therefore, and offered a burnt offering " (1 Sam. 
xiii. 11, 12). Perhaps Scripture and conscience may 
return a similar answer to that of the prophet : '' Thou 
hast done foolishly.*' There is one truth which pos- 
sibly needs a more distinct place in some of our minds, 

viz., that the teaching of God's Spirit is never opposed 
to the teaching of His word, and that consequently no 
one can be called by God to any course of action which 
contradicts the plain precepts of the Bible. Now I ask 
you to take the whole hearing of New Testament teach- 
ing with regard to woman's service, then go to your 
Bisen Saviour, with Mary's love in your heart, 
and Mary's Babboni on your lips, and I am very 
sure you vdll not find your sphere of usefulness too 
narrow. 

Once more, may I say, there is too little '* Prepa/red' 
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ness" (2 Tim. ii. 21), too little ''Furnishing" (2 Tim. 
iii. 17), among as? This ''prepared unto eyeiy 
good work," — ^what does it mean? Look at the 
''Purge*' which goes before, and the "Flee" that 
follows. 

These are not pleasant words to flesh and blood. 
God's preparing school is not generally in earth's plea- 
sant places : it is the cold and silent cayem, where " the 
com of wheat dies;" it is the dark and weaiy night, 
when the wrestler " halts npon his thigh ; " it is the 
deep and lonely vaUej, where the snfferer learns to 
say, amid strong crying and tears, ''Father, not as I 
will, but as Thou wilt." Dear friends, what do we 
know of this ? Alas, we sometimes feel as if we had 
only learnt how little we practically understand it, but 
this we surely do know, that while the idol of self is 
yisibly enthroned among ns — so easily elated by a little 
applause, so sorely chagrined by a little neglect — a dis- 
appointed apostle might say of ns, as he once said of 
others, " When for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
haye need that one teach you again which be the first 
principles of the oracles of God" (Heb. y. 12). And 
then the "famished nnto all good works." I cannot 
enter much into it, because this too is a Ufe-work, but it 
is not impossible, for God has placed the materials in 
your hand. Let not your own indolence leaye the walls of 
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yonr house bare, when the chambers should " be filled 
with all preciotiB and pleasant riches," nor yonr arm 
weak for the conflict, when yon should be ready to 
meet eyery foe with the strong Sword of the Spirit. (Will 
yon look at some of the blessed results of this "fur- 
nishing," as we find it in the section of Psahn cxix., 
beginning at y. 97 ?) 

Dear sisters, can you bear with me, if I say one word 
more? 

We have heard much during the last few days about 
disdpleship, cross-bearing, following the Lord fully, 
separation from the world, &c. Did it eyer occur to 
you that our crosses may probably lie in the path of 
our most natural indulgences ? And further, that out- 
ward adornment is not an unusual channel for womarCs 
indulgence? Again, did it eyer strike you that the 
dress of Christian women is considered sufiiciently 
important to be dwelt upon yery distinctly in the Word 
of God (see 1 Tim. ii. 9 ; 1 Pet. iii. 8), and that not 
one article of the apparel worn by the haughty 
daughters of Zion, in the days of Israel's degeneracy, 
escaped the eye and the record of Israel's God (Isaiah 
iii. 16, &c.) ? With regard to ourselyes, I will only say 
that I belieye we are utterly in fieiult in this matter, 
and that our guilty laxity is one of the many means by 
which our great enemy endeayours to weaken the 
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force of holy testimony among the handmaidens of 
the Lord. 

And now, dear friends, forgive me if I have said too 
much. I do it under a deep sense of weakness and 
conscious shortcoming; but we are banded in loving 
membership to try and help one another, and "even 
those members which seem to be more feeble are 
necessary." 

Oh, that we may daily "grow up into Him in all 
things, which is the Head, even Christ " (Ephes. iv. 15) ! 

G. Pennefatheb. 



%* It hat hum thovgkt wA ovA of phce to iiuert this extract from a 
letter written to an Aasooiatian of Workers connected toith the MUdma^ 
Conferences. 
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tljt 4itmvk Kothtts* Class. 

Col. i. 1 — 6. 

" Pault em apottle qf Jents Christ hy ike will of God, and 
Timotkeus our brother, 

" To the saints and faitl^kl brethren in Christ which are at 
Colosse : Orace be unto you, and peace, flvm God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

'* We give thanks to God and the Father qf our Lord Jesus 
Christ, praying always for you, 

'* Since we heard qf your faith in Christ Jesus, and qf the 
love which ye have to all the saints, 

" For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whvreqf ye 
heard before in the word qfthe truth of the Gi>speL*' 

THIS is a beaatifdl opening. There is something 
very expressiye in these words : '' Paul, an apostle 
of Jesus Christ by the will of God." It was all St. Panl 
wanted, to hold his office " by the wiU of Ood.** It is 
as if he said : " There may be circumstances of deep trial 
connected with my office ; there may be moments when 
I am utterly crushed; but I can bear it all, for it is 
by His will such a weak one is holding this apostolic 
position." 
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I belieye St. Paul's mind was of the highest order — 
his keenness of perception the most acate; and this 
made him peenliarly sensible of the high calling and 
of his great unfitness for it. According to the power 
of the intellect, is the sense of deficiency. Eyerything 
the finite mind has oyer seen or thonght is just a 
speck; as we reach forward, and as we discoyer 
what lies before as, we see how fiir we are behind. 
So it is as we compare onrselyes with God, the 
perfect One, the Centre of aU perfection. The one 
who sees most what Christ is, is the most hmnbled 
though the most exalted. The sight of Christ in 
His perfections and in His holy walk lays us in 
the yery dust. But then that perfect One is the 
Head of the body of which we are part; and thus, 
when we realise we are part of that body of which He 
is the Head, and lose onr indiyidoality, we are lifted 
up. As we look at onrselyes in this corporate capacity, 
we see that we are so united to Christ that His 
sympathies. His glory, and, by-and-by, His throne, we 
share. It is aU reyealed in this blessed Book; and 
though we are well-nigh confounded by the thought, 
yet so it is. 

Thus, then, St. Paul became an apostle in much 
weakness and fear, but by the '^will of God." If 
these little words were on our minds all day, how it 
would stop complaining and firetting at trifles ! Cannot 
He make these yery things which try us, and will He 
not make them, part of the discipline to prepare us 
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for His eternal service? Will not the Potter do 
rightly with His clay? We know the words on onr 
EngKsh coins, " Dei grati& "— " By the will of God." 
It is just an acknowledgment of the realm that the 
soTereign is there by His divine veill; and therefore 
the goyemment of the country, whether we think it 
right or wrong, is permitted by Him. And so it is 
through all the ramifications of life. When we sit 
down to onr varied work, we may think, ** I conld do 
better elsewhere;" but, oh, let as remember we are 
there by divine appointment. I think it is a feature 
of the times to say, ^' I will choose my own path ; I 
will carve oat for myself a line of action." Hundreds 
of Christians are misled by this wilfulness of spirit — 
this mistake in judgment. Oh, let us be willing, in 
true sincerity of heart, to serve, to wait, to hold this 
position or that; and if things seem to be going 
vnrong, it calms the mind, and makes crooked things 
straight. I am quite sure that unsettling is the devil's 
work, and that he produces that restless state of mind 
which makes us dissatisfied veith our position — ready 
to hurry hither and thither, and to run before the Lord 
when we should be following after; There is an in- 
structiye Terse for us in these times (P^ot. xxiy. 21) : 
'^My son, fear thou the Lord and the king: and 
meddle not with them that are given to change " — 
given to change for its own sake. 

" And Timotheus our brother." Here we see a 
second trait in St. Paul's character. It is remarkable 
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the way in which St. Paul takes TimothetiB into union 
with himself, as if he would teach us that, instead of 
standing up in our own independence, we should be 
taking others into a portion of our work* The fact 
that St. Paul associated with himself those eyen fsa 
below him in spirituality and in attainment is yery 
instructiye. It does inyolye trouble to be associated, 
and yet it brings blessing. You remember, in writing 
to the Philippians, he does not say, ** I write," but, " I 
and Timothy ; " and we see the same in his Epistle to 
Philemon. YThy should not we enter into this spirit, 
and allow others to join in our work, which we find so 
happy — ^not feeling hurt or fretted when some one 
steps in, and does that part which we thought we could 
do yery well ourselyes? And if there are trials, He 
will bless us in the yery trials which arise from asso- 
ciation. It is eyidently God's mind concerning us : 
He sent out Apostles, two and two, and He put it 
into the mind of St. Paul to take into union with 
himself another Christian heart. 

I remember a remark made by a worldly man, who 
came in accidentally to a meeting where some Christian 
workers had met to consult together. The lady who 
was leading the meeting, and who knew him, was 
made uncomfortable and unhappy at seeing him. ' She 
would rather he had not come in jvst then. Howeyer, 
when their discussion was oyer, she went up to him, 
and said, '^ I am sorry you haye had to listen to what 
I am sure must haye been yery uninteresting to you." 
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He answered, ''At any rate, I have seen one thing 
which has interested me yeiy much. You all seem so 
wonderfully united and happy together." Ah, the 
world knows there is such a thing as fiEunily affection, 
and recognises polite courtesy in society; but it is a 
cold thing — a copy, a mimic of the real. Is it not, 
then, worth while for us to bear this testimony to 
Christian union and fellowship before them ? It 
ought to lie much on our hearts to do so. And, 
as Christians, should we not go out of our way to 
any extent to avoid a jar among ourselves ? There 
are some things not worth talking about ; but nothing 
is a trifle which touches Christian unity. I would go 
miles to rub out the smallest misunderstanding of the 
humblest member of the Church of God. " Let us step 
out of our way if there is not room for our brother 
to walk in the same path/' Abram had a right to 
take the highest place — he was the elder, the uncle; 
but when a jar came between him and Lot, he said, 
''Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee, and between my herdsmen and thy herdsmen ; 
• for we be brethren. Is not the whole land before 
thee ? Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me ; if thou 
wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right ; 
or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go 
to the left." 

As if he said, " It must not be. I will waive my 
right : anything rather than strife ; for this misunder- 
standing will be, in the eyes of the men dweUing 
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aronndy a dishonoiir to God." In our work, do let ns 
go on that principle. The more we know of Christ, the 
more we can pat up with little things which would 
tease and harass us. How often snch little paltry 
things divide fieimilies ! Let as give place sooner, even 
if it is onr right. We ooght to hear the stamp of the 
Master's new commandment : '^ By this shaU all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye haye loye one to 
another" (St. John xiii. 85). I remember hearing of 
two people in a Christian congregation who were 
painfiilly separated through some misunderstanding. 
At last they found out it was a misunderstanding ; and 
they would have given anything to have had it rubbed 
out ; but neither of them could determine to make the 
first advance towards reconciliation, — each one thought 
the other should do so ; and while they thus waited, the 
breach widened, and, I believe, was on this account 
never healed. Every hour anything of th& sort is 
allowed to go on the devil is getting the advantage. 
Let us be willing, even if we are in the right, if we are 
the aggrieved ones, to take the first steps towards 
regaining friendship. For should not the children of 
God bear this testimony, '* Love one to another" ? It 
is a beautiful badge, and one all can have who are near 
the Saviour — the highly intellectual or the inferior 
mind, the educated or the uneducated; it is a mark 
which can be put upon every child of God, if only he 
have enough to do with the Master. We meet together 
to-night as those who are saved by Christ ; and do we 
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not want to magnify His grace? Perhaps some will 
say, " We do lore one another." I grant we do, but do 
we as much as we ought ? Do we avoid the hindrances 
to love as we might do ? Do we feel it to be the sacred 
thing it is, in which our God's honour is so much con- 
cerned that we are jealous? Do we cut off the sharp 
word that would leave a sting in the mind of one who 
heard it, remembering if a hard thing is said of another, 
it often remains in the mind, and coldneiss and distance 
are the result ? The devil is doing everything he can 
to disunite God's dear family; we need to wait much 
upon our Father to prevent his succeeding. Prayer, we 
know, brings to us God's power. YThen He puts much 
' of the love of prayer in our hearts, it becomes a power 
to us which is beyond all else. ''He that dwelleth in 
the secret place of the most High shaU abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty" (Psalm xci. 1). There we 
get power, God's power. 

" To the saints and &ithfiil brethren in Christ which 
are at Colosse: Ghrace be unto you, and peace, from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ " (ver. 2). 

Why does he use the word ''saints" and then 
" fftithful brethren " ? Are they synonymous ? We know 
there are no waste words in Scripture. When, therefore, 
an " and " is followed by another word, he intends to 
convey some additional meaning. It may be thia: 
looking at them in their aspect God-ward, they are 
saints; in their aspect toward one another, they are 
&ithfal brethren. Saints are God's holy ones, holy in 
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His sight, and, as His saints, haye to walk in holiness. 
He has said, ''Be ye holy in all manner of oonyersa- 
tion " (1 Peter i. 15). And '' ftithfal brethren " impUes 
a great deal: it implies yon hold a position already, 
and as such you have yoor duties to discharge the one 
to the other. So we are brethren in Christ Jesns, and 
we are to be fiedthfal brethren, fiEuthfiil to Him and to 
each other. It is as if St. Paul had said, "Now, 
brethren, I want you to walk holily before God and in 
loTC and in faithfulness to man." This would include oar 
being trnthfol to one another as well as loving. People 
confound lore and weakness. A person may have 
much decision of character and yet haye deep love. 
Loye is not a weak thing : it is the power of God in the 
soul. 

'' In Christ which are at Colosse." It is the binding 
up in Christ which draws us closely together. 

" Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ." This is his usual form of 
benediction. He loyes to dwell on that name, Jesus 
Christ : it is four times repeated in the first four verses. 
'' Ora4:e : " that word in a general sense means free 
favour, but used in this form has something peculiar to 
itself. It is the abounding felt blessing of a present 
God ; it is that for which he wishes. 

'' Peace " — as the result of felt grace, which comes from 
Himself, utterly independent of man. The more we 
have of G^'s felt presence in the soul, the more there 
is of holy calm, the more utterly independent we are 
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of those outward things which naturally disturb us. 
This peace is something only those know who have 
experienced it; truly, it passes knowledge, passes 
understanding, and, I am sure we may add, passes 
explanation. 

" We give thanks to Groi and the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we 
heard of your fiuth in Christ Jesus, and of the love 
which ye haye to all the saints " (ver. 8, 4). 

''We give thanks," for what? for the faith, love, 
and hope. Ever since we heard of it we have begun 
to pray for you more earnestly. It seems as if the 
Apostles felt they must plead with greater eagerness 
for those who were belieyers. When we see the fruits 
of the Spirit manifested in the children of God, it 
gives us &ith in praying for them. We know they 
are just in the place for blessing, under the shadow. 
We may plead for straying ones, but we cannot haye 
half the confid^ice in praying for them as for those 
in the place of blessing. Oh, to be kept under the 
shadow ! If we go into by-paths, we shall have many 
a heavy blow, many a severe scourging, and not all 
the prayers of our friends can keep us from the 
scourge and the whip. But when we see God's 
blessing descending upon a people or an individual, 
let us pray with greater earnestness for them : it is 
a pledge of what God wUl yet do, and wherever 
God's blessing comes enlargement follows. If OroA 
is enlarging His Church, let us take care that we do 
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nothing to narrow it. Onr great point is to follow 
on where He leads. If yon find God is especially 
blessing yon in yonr work, follow it np, be diligent; 
do not say, ''Now this work or this class has been 
blessed, I will go on to another;" bnt remember, 
the Master is there, and He wants all hands in His 
field. Harvest days will soon be over, the garnering 
days are drawing nigh; do not go somewhere else, 
but attend to this p<Hrtion of the vineyard, and be 
found in yonr place. We are often leading where 
we ought to follow. SI. Panl expected great things 
when he saw God beginning to work. 

'' The love whieh ye have to all the saints " (yer. 4). 
Happy church, which could love all the saints ! We are 
not only to love those we personally like, or in whom 
we find some congeniality and sympathy of mind and 
taste : there is to be no picking and choosing, but " love 
to aU the saints." 

'' For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel " (ver. 5). It ofiben seems to me that we have lost 
a great deal in the Christian Church by losing sight 
of ''the hope which is laid up for us in heaven.'* 
Hope in one sense is a present thing : its joy, its 
strength, and its animating power are ours now ; but it 
has to do with the future, its subject matter is all in the 
future, and it is with this the Apostle is dealing. 

It is what the Lord dealt with, when he said, " Great 
is your reward in heaven." It seems as if St. Paul were 
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saying, '* Thank God ! I know what is before yon, the 
reward of your fiuth and loye." Yes, he knew what 
would come of it all, and here he calls them to look 
forward to the joy set before them, laid np as in a 
treasnre-honse, which was filling every day. We may 
be assured, in accordance with Christ's promise, that for 
every act of service done here by His weak ones, and yet 
His faithful willing ones, there is a reward up there. 

This is *^ the hope," although not the brightest part 
of it. The climax of all the fiEuth and hope and love of 
earth will be the first sight of Jesus. But why drop 
any portion of God's truth? YiThy blot the word 
'' reward " out of our Bibles, as though it must needs 
interfere with the sovereignty of God's free love? 
Shall we refuse certain parts of His revelation because 
our puny minds cannot find the links that will join 
the whole together ? God has told us nothing that we 
can afford to lose. 

A rainbow is a perfect thing, yet we only see a part 
of the circle; so with God's truth, we here see a bit 
of the arch, but not the perfect whole. It is only round 
the throne of God the rainbow is complete ; and so it is 
only there we shall learn how all the doctrines fit, and 
how all the portions of His blessed Word are united 
together in perfect harmony. We are working, then, as 
the Colossians lived and worked, with a bright prospect 
before us — a hope laid up in heaven. 

We see many toiling weeping ones now, but I thank 
God for them all, for I know their labours will not be 
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in Tain in the Lord. There is a crowning day coming, 
a harvest day not far off; a gamer where blessed things 
are laid up for them in heayen, ** whereof ye heard before 
in the word of the tmth of the gospel." As much as 
to say, '* When Christ was preached to yon, there was a 
bright hope set before you ; till then, yon were without 
hope, without God, and, when it first beamed into 
your heart, it filled you with holy joy." The world 
can counterfeit a great deal^ but a real joyous onward- 
looking is giyen only by the Lord. Li fidse religion, 
we ofiben see much restless toiling, accompanied by a 
depression of spirit ; it has not got the spring of this 
real actuating hope, which enables us to pass through 
difficulties and surmount obstacles. When we are tried 
and depressed, and well-nigh crushed, let us go on in 
mind to ^' the hope " ; and when the question arises, in 
the midst of our work, as it often will do. What is it 
all for? why all this toiling? oh, let us remember 
it will all be found by-and-by, in the great treasure- 
house aboTe. All that is done for Jesus is reckoning up : 
eyery cup of cold water given in His name shall have its 
reward ; every sentence spoken to a dying sinner for His 
sake who redeemed him, will be found after many days ; 
every class instructed in His power .will be owned by 
Jesus in that glorious day. ."He that soweth bounti- 
fully shall reap bountifully." That is our account-book 
— ^not here, but by-and-by : that is God's measurement 
of service ; and I do rejoice to see His children going 
right on in the Master's work, without minding what is 
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said of them. It wiU be said, I know, that we go a great 
deal too far ; that we are slaving oorselyes to death, 
that we shall kill ourselves, , or else injure our health. 
Yes, we shall be thought extraordinary, very probably, 
by our relations, prejudiced, narrow-minded, bigoted; 
but it is all worth while : we are working for Him who 
did not think it too much to give His life for us, and 
we are working for the ''hope laid up for us in 
heaven." Oh, let us be willing to be counted fools 
for Christ's sake, remembering each seed of com we 
sow will have its corresponding ear in God's great 
harvest-field. Truly, His service pays down here, if 
the sunshine of His presence is worth having, if the 
whispering of His Spirit is joy; but of what the future 
will be we can only say, *' The hope which is laid up 
for you in heaven." 

May God give us grace to look on through all the 
fogs and mists that interrupt and hinder us, through 
all the complications of man's opinions, with the eye 
of faith right on to the end — " the hope set before us ! " 
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PlBOY. li. 1 — ^9. 

reethe myworda^ amd kUk mjf ctrnmumd- 



menti wiik tkee; 

" 80 thai ikau indine tkme ear unio wUdowh Mii applf ikine 
keari to mnderHamding / 

** YsOf ^ ikou eriui tfier kmmUdge^ and l^Uit mp thy voice 
fbr umderMtandin^ ; 

** Jftkoa ioehoii her at ether, and eearekeei/lfr ker aejhr kid 
treaewree; 

" nen eialt tkou wnderetand thefiar <f ike Lord, aad fiad 
ike knowledge qf God. 

** For tke Lord giveik miedom : out qf Sie moutk eometk 
knowledge and underetandinff, 

" Se layetk «p eownd wiedom fbr tke rigkteoue : He ie a 
huekler to tkem tkat walk uprigkUg. 

*' He keepetk tkepatke <^ judgment, and preeervetk tke Mjr ^ 
Hieeainte, 

** S^ken ekalt tkou underetand rigkteoueneee, and judgment, and 
equity : yea, everg good patk,'* 



DO not these few yerses show ns God's way to enable 
as to attain to holiness of walk? Many people 
say, '' I should like to live, to belieye, to walk as a fol- 
lower of Jesns." N0W9 I think, if you are really in 
earnest, if you are really wishing to do the right thing, 
these yerses will help yon. The deyil is always trying 
to giye yon distorted yiews of God's tmth ; when once 
a person begins to be in earnest, he tries to twist the 
truth of God, to put one piece forward and to hide 
another. The way to learn God's truth is to take the 
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whole of ity not to say, ** This piece I will Btnij, this 
piece I like." If yon do, yon will be sore to get a dis- 
torted view of trath, and if yon only see a part, yon 
cannot jndge of the whole. Sometimes we hear people 
say, *' If the blood of Jesns has pnt away my sin, if I 
am washed and saved by Him, then that is all; there is 
nothing left for me to do." Now, in what sense is it 
tme that all is done, and yet that something remains 
for ns to do ? Look at St. John xix. 80 : '^ YHien Jesns 
therefore had received the vinegar, He said. It is 
finished: and He bowed His head, and gave np the 
ghost." And in St. John xiv. 16, we read, " If ye love 
me, keep my commandments." YHien the Lord Jesns 
Christ saves a sonl. He pnts the law of love into that 
sonl, and it becomes the living power in him for 
obedience. Psalm xl. 2 : ** He bronght me np also ont 
of an horrible pit, ont of the miry clay, and set my feet 
npon a rock, and established my goings." YHien once 
we have this law of love in onr hearts, we shall be 
anxions to stndy the commandments of God, and to 
find ont to the smallest particnlar what His divine 
will is concerning ns. 

He teaches Ub what that will is in two ways — ^by His 
Word, and by the example of Jesns. Children learn 
freqnently the most by seeing pictnres, and this is jnst 
the way in which God has tanght ns. He gives ns 
His written commandments, and the living Example, 
the pictnre or pattern of Jesns Christ ; and, to enable 
ns to follow those commandments. He gives ns the 
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power of the Spirit. Thus the child of God, under the 
Father's teachingi every day yielding himself up to 
that teaching, has the law of love in three places — in 
the Word of God, in the living example of Jesns 
Christ, and hy the Spirit of the living God in that 
new heart which God has given him. 

This passage seems a beantiftd summing up of two 
things; first, God's work in the heart of His people, 
and, secondly. His people in earnest to walk in His 
commandments. We come to it as learners (verse 1) : 
'' My son, if thou wilt receive my words/' To be in the 
state o{ receivers is most important. If yon hold ont yonr 
hand to take a thing, what mnst that hand be ? Many 
have their hands fidl of the world, of their own thoughts, 
and of their own plans. If a sack is filled np with chaff, 
there will be no room for the wheat. Ask yourselves the 
question, " Ebtve I the empty vessel, or the hand brim- 
ful?" remembering that all opportunities of receiving 
that are wasted will rise up in the judgment-day 
against you. 

There are a great many ifs in this portion of Scrip* 
ture. The first is, "If thou wilt receive my words" — 
not a pleasant interesting idea, not some new thought, 
but Ood*8 words* 

The next is, " If thou wilt hide my commandments." 
Maoy go to a certain extent: "they receive,** but they 
forget to " hide.** Look at Job xxii. 22 : " Beceive, I 
pray thee, the law from His mouth, and lay up His 
words in thiue heart." In the mother of Jesus we have 
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an example of this hiding (St. Luke ii. 61) : ** But His 
mother kept all these sayings vf. her heart" God's word, 
thus hidden, is ready at the moment of temptation. *We 
cannot always go and look for our Bibles. In the thick 
of this world's bnstle, the de^il comes with some terrible 
snare, and, like a soldier suddenly thmst at by the 
enemy, he wonld be sadly off who had to ran abont 
and look for his sword. If we want to defeat the devil, 
we must thus be ready to thmst at him with the sword 
of the Spirit ; for nothing else has any effect, from that 
he flees. Can yon not look back and remember the 
time when you fell, because you were not ready, the 
sword not at hand, and you had no time to look for it ? 
the enemy thmst hard at yon, and you fell. Yon may 
say, with David (Psalm xxx. 7) : " Lord, by Thy jhyonr 
Thon hast made my mountain to stand strong : Thou 
didst hide Thy &ce, and I was troubled." 

YHieneyer people tell me they think they shall not 
go wrong because they feel so strong, I am always 
afraid for them. Feeling is a very poor weapon to 
depend upon; but if I hear them say, "I know such 
and such a word is written in the Book of God, I can- 
not go against that word," then I hope they will be 
kept, if, with that, there is just the lifting up of the 
eye, "Lord, help me." 

" The next " if" is, "If thou wilt incline thine ear." 
Many people who have received the word of God have 
not inclined their ear. There is a great deal of noise 
in the world, a great deal that prevents our hearing if 
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we go carelessly through life. There is much done in 
this world which seems as if it had nothing to do with 
God ; bnt, if yon are inclining yonr ear, God can speak 
to yon in yonr work. It is a happy thing to hear Gh)d 
speak to us from morning till night; bnt there must be a 
hnsh, a hnsh of other sounds, or yon will not hear God's 
Toice. It will not do for yon to let the world make as 
mnch noise as possible, and yet expect to hear the ** still 
small voice." Perhaps, in the morning, you say to 
yourself, "I want to walk with God," and yet all 
day long you are encouraging other sounds, making 
worldly acquaintances, and spending your time in the 
way most likely to drown the Toice of God. Look at 
Ecclesiastes ix. 17 : ** The words of wise men" (perhaps, 
wisdom) ** are heard in quiet," not in the din of noise. 
I say to every dear young friend who has ever such a 
little desire to listen. Ton will never hear God's voice 
profitably, nor learn God's will, day by day, unless you 
keep your soul in quiet, and anxious to avoid anything 
that can disturb it. I have no confidence in the truth- 
fulness of people saying they wish to be taught, when 
they are doing voluntarily the very thing which hinders 
it. Bead Nehemiah vi. 8: '^ I am doing a great work, 
so that I cannot come down : why should the work cease, 
whilst I leave it, and come down to you?" Nothing 
God gives you to do need ever interfere with this 
listening; your duties will not. Sometimes you say, 
'' If I were not a servant I if I were not in a house of 
busiuess ! if I had not so many relations ! " but all these 
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things are of God's appointment, given yon by Him, and 
they will never hinder yon. Bnt it is the thing which 
yon choose for yonrself that interferes : for instance, God 
did not give yon foolish light companions ; He places you 
in the world, bnt He tells yon yon are to walk as His 
children in the midst of it* To yon He says, " Neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are 
not convenient" (£ph. v. 4). And again, "Let no 
cormpt communication proceed ont of your month, bnt 
that which is good to the nse of edifying " (Eph. iv. 29). 
Nothing prevents God's voice from being heard by us 
more than indulging in frivolous conversation. Oh, to 
have the quiet mind, pondering upon the doings of our 
God! and it is quite possible to keep up communion 
with Him in the midst of the clatter and the din of the 
world. 

The next ** if " is, " If thou wilt apply thine heart to 
understanding." It seems as if the desire strengthened 
as we go on, every day finding us more anxious. First 
we " receive the word," then we " incUne the ear," then we 
" opply the heart." How opposite all this is to laziness 
of soul! People often say, "I wish I could find the 
Lord." They tell me they have been ''months and years 
seeking Him;" but I think they cannot have sought 
God as this word tells us to do. Bead verses 8 — 5 : 
*' Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and Uftest up thy 
voice for understanding ; if thon seekest her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt 
thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the 
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knowledge of Ood." There is the promise of the Imng 
Otod; lend your whole soul and purpose to this one 
thing, and yon will not be disappointed. Let us read 
on, Terses 6—9 : ** For the Lard giveth wisdom : ont of 
His month cometh knowledge and nnderstanding. He 
layeth np sound wisdom for the righteous: He is a 
buckler to them that walk uprightly. He keepeth the 
paths of judgmenti and preserreth the way of His 
saints. Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and 
judgment, and equity; yea, eveiy good path." Thus 
we see the strength, wisdom, power, and grace of God 
are nerer promised to the indolent and slothful. The 
seeking soul wiU find, the diligent soul will be satisfied, 
the longing soul will get its desire fully accomplished ; 
for the promise is, '' If thou wilt apply thine heart, then 
shalt thou understand." ** The Lord giveth wisdom "; 
yet you must search for it. I think it is because we 
separate these things that we are continually disap- 
pointed and always making blunders. It is in this way 
people make such confusion with the doctrines of grace. 
Tou will sometimes hear election dwelt upon, on the one 
hand, as if a man had nothing to do, and perhaps when 
we have seen the danger of this perversion, we are told, 
on the other hand, that if a man will only work he will 
succeed, quite forgetting that it is '^ not by might, nor by 
power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord." We may say 
it is hard to understand ; so it is, if we try to explain 
what God has not rerealed. *' Secret things belong" 
only " to God." If we are saved, it is by the mighty 
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grace of God, and throngh that we can do all things. 
How these two things — ^that the Lord giveth wisdom and 
yet we must search for it — are to be clearly joined together 
will never be perfectly revealed till we get to the king- 
dom. In Isaiah zxviii. 24 — 26^ we read: ''Doth the 
plowman plow all day to sow? doth he open and break 
the clods of his ground ? YHien he hath made plain 
the £eu^ thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, 
and scatter the cnmmin, and cast in the principal wheat 
and the appointed barley and the rye in their place? 
For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth 
teach him." I never yet knew the farmer who said 
he wonld not sow the com because it is God's work, 
not his, to make the seed grow. God gives us our 
work to do, and imless it is done we cannot possibly 
succeed: but God must give all the grace and all 
the blessing, or nothing we can do will have any 
effect. Let us learn, then, from this passage, "to 
heaVf to seek, and to incline our ear," remembering 
God looks for an undivided heart, ready to give up 
everything, and to follow Him fully. Many people 
like to hear good sermons, and Bible Glasses, and 
interesting teaching, but wish to have other things 
besides. They will take part in religious enjoyment, 
but they want to hear the world's voice as well as 
God's — ^to see the world's pretty things as well as 
God's sights ; and thus they run the race with weights 
about their feet. Let us remember that verse in St. 
Luke (x. 42): "One thing is needful." When Mary 



82 N0TS8 or BIBLE CLASSES, 

was brought to that state of mind, the Yoioe of her 
Beloved entered her Bonl, and she heard Him talking 
to her. She was listening intently; she had delibe- 
rately chosen the one thing — ^ihe one thing only. Mary 
received^ ligtenedy and searched diligently, and nbe found 
the knowledge of God; for when she brooght the 
alabaster box of ointment, we read, ''She did it for 
my burial." 

These two things are very closely connected. She 
sat at the feet of Jesus, and therefore she knew more 
about what was coming than other people did. She 
had been inclining her ear, listening in the stillness 
of her own soul; and, whether by observation, or by 
noticing words other people had forgotten, or by 
comparing what she heard with events as they passed 
on, I do not know, but one thing is certain, she 
found wisdom. I am quite sure, if we were more in 
the habit of listening for God's voice in the quiet 
recesses of our own souls, getting nd of those hin- 
dering things which we encourage, we should know 
very much more than we do. Our ignorance is 
greatly our ovm &ult. 
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GoL. i. 6. 

'' Which ii eome unto fou, at it %$ im all the world; ond 
hringeth forth fl-uit, as it doth also in jfou, Hnoe the day ffe 
heard (fit, and knew the grace qf God in truth," 

SHALL we take up as our first point, this eyeningy 
the thought of the apostle in this passage, fruit' 
hearing — '' Bringeth forth fruit as it doth also in you ; " 
and again, it is repeated, verse 10, '^ being fruitfol in 
every good word and work." That same gospel, he seems 
to say, which has been brought to you, has had a wider 
circuit. It has gone forth with its mighty message of 
love into all the world. 

It was one of the marvels of grace — ^may we not say 
one of the miracles of grace, — ^that a few unlettered 
fishermen should carry that gospel forth in the fiace of 
opposition, and ignorance, and prejudice ; and that in a 
few years we should hear it said — ** Is come unto you, as 
it is in all the worldJ^ " If God be for us, who can be 
against us?" — ^And what then? ''It bringeth forth 
firuit in them as in you ; " not perhaps, not pombly, not 
BometimeSf but positively, and invariably, and con- 
tinwmsly, it '' bringeth forth fruit." 

This, sixth verse is, surely, very important. We see 
St. Paul makes frrnt to be the invariable consequence 
of the Word having been received ; he simplifies a thing 
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about whidi we make great difficulties. We say, how 
can we know when people are really convertedy or who 
are tmly and sincerely the children of Ood? He 
answers onr question by giving ns one infallible test^ 
from which there is no escape: they mnst, they do 
bring forth fruit. 

Nowy let me give one word of caution upon a subject 
of great importance. We hear it said — '* So-and-so was 
brought to God yesterday;" ''so many persons were 
converted last night;" or> ''on such or such a day 
many were saved." How can we be sure of this when 
the only test is fruit bearing ? Can we be justified in 
making these assertions, in taking as evidence of conver- 
sion some strong feeling, some lively emotion, or some 
apparent sorrow or conviction of sin? We may see 
much which looks like the work of conversion. It may 
prove to be such — ^thank Ood it often does ; but till it 
has been tested we have no right to say positively that 
that soul is converted. Let us call it awakening or 
impression if we will, but do not let us misuse words. 
I believe it does great harm in the Church of Ood, for 
we find that the necessaiy consequence of mistakes on 
this point is an error, which grievously dishonours Ood 
and stumbles believers. 

People tell you, ''So-and-so was converted three 
years ago ; " and then we find that person in the world 
again, and to account for this it is said, " he has fallen 
from grace." And thus one of Ood*s attributes is im- 
pugned. " Faithful is He that has called you." Does 
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Scripttrre efw once warrant our believing that when God 
has begun a work He will give it up an imperfect and 
unfinished thing? Can it ever be said of the great 
Master Builder, '' He began to build and was not able to 
finish ? " Yet this is the error into which people are 
apt to fall who make these hasty assertions. Nay, may 
I not say that it is presumption for man to pass judg- 
ment on that which God only knows? Let us tread 
softly. Judgment and separation is not our work. The 
moment we begin to say this one is converted and that 
one is not, we shall make mistakes on either hand. 
We can only look at the outward appearance, and it is 
a solemn thought that many of those who now fill up 
the ranks of the professing Church will be found wanting 
in that day when the Master holds the balance of the 
sanctuary in His own hand. Oh for this abounding 
fruitfulness which leaves no room to doubt the grace 
received ! 

The immedi(Ue change implied in the close of the 6th 
verse is very beautiful : " Since the day ye heard of it." 
It is as if the apostle said — '' From that day the barren 
tree began to bear fruit, the dry branches burst forth in 
their little leaf-buds, — cleaves, flowers, and fruit, each in 
its season, followed. The fruit germinated, and then^ 
with the dew of heaven falling and the sunshine stream- 
ing on it, it ripened and ripened till it was ready for the 
Master's use." 

The subject of fruitfulness is all important; and 
though, perhaps, it seems to culminate in the 15th 
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chapter of St. Joluiy it is to be found in many other 
passages, in both the Old and New Testament. 

First, let us consider the sowces of froitfolness. 
Secondly, the object of fruitfalness. 

Look at Psalm i. Weseethere, when the Word of God 
is the deep and constant study of our lives, it is a source of 
fruitfulness. Verse 2 : '* But his delight is in the law of 
the Lord ; and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night." Then again we read, verse 8 : ''He shall be like 
a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth 
his fruit in his season." Here we notice it is seasonable 
fruit which appears : that is, it is just the kind. and the 
measure of fruit that the Master seeks, and has a right to 
expect, and it shows itself in the very season He comes to 
seek it. The barren fig-tree was just the opposite of this ! 
The Lord sought figs on it, and they should have been 
there, for the time of the fig gathering was not past ; but 
He looked among those broad leaves and found none. 
They would have been there if it had been bringing 
forth fruit in its season. 

Of how many amongst us is this a picture? Are 
we bringing forth fruit according to our privileges, 
and according to the time God has been dealing 
with us? 

Fruit should be more ripe and mellow in those who 
for years have been under the teaching and discipline of 
God, than it is in the babe. If one who has long known 
the truth, long been in the school of Christ, and who ought 
to be an experienced Christian, shows the same faults as 
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a yonng beginner^ that one is not bringing forth fixdt in 
its season. From the moment the Word of God comes 
into the heart of a Christian the froit begins to set, but 
it takes many a ray from the snn, many a sparkling gem 
of heayen-sent dew, many a drop of living water to flow 
from the roots, and rise from the stem into the branches, 
before the fruit is fiilly ripe. But what if the Husband- 
man comes to seek fruit, and finds not only small 
unripe fruit, but hard, withered, blasted fruit, on a tree 
which for many ia year has been planted by the waters 
and tended with the greatest care ? This reminds us of 
the expression in Hebrews v. 12 : " For when for the 
time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 
you again which be the first principles of the oracles of 
God." Those little words, " When for the time,** convey 
a great lesson for us ; they have evidently something to 
do with ** the fruit in its season." God reckons up the 
time we have been in His school, and He says : ''You 
ought now to be teachers. Am I to find the sins of 
young beginners in you, — the same hasty words 
slipping out, the same unguardedness of manner and 
conversation, and want of discipline and control over 
yourselves?" Oh! let us remember that for every 
moment we are in God's school, and under His teach- 
ing, we must give an account to Him, and that He 
expects us to be growing more fit for His service, more 
meet for the Master's use ! And if one of the sources 
of fruitfalness is meditation, or study of the Word of 
God, the fruit of the experienced Christian, who has had 
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yean of each stady, shoiild be more mellow and maimed 
in oonsequenoe. 

Again, in Jeremiah xvii. 7, 8, we have another source 
of frnitfdhieBS : '* Blessed is the man that tmsteth in 
the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be 
as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out 
her roots by the river." And who is this well-watered 
tree ? The sotd that, in simple child-like faith, expects 
great things from a faithfol Ood, implicitly trusts Him : 
hangs on Him continoally in the deep consdoasness of its 
own great weakness and of His nnbomided strength. It 
is just '' hoping in His mercy," dinging to His arm with 
all onr weight, that makes ns frmtfol. Sometimes people 
get discouraged at hearing about fruitfdness, but I do 
not think there is anything disheartening about it, when 
the unfailing sources are thus opened out to us. If it 
were not so, we might truly all go away with our heads 
bowed down like bulrushes. But when we read that it 
is simply trusting in the Lord, that it is all out of our- 
selves, why need we fear? There is no limit to the 
strength of the Mighty One : there is no drying up of 
the life-giving waters. Let us cling to Him in all our 
felt weakness, and there is not one of us who will not be 
fruitfdl. 

Thus, then, we have two sources of fruitfrilness — ^the 
study of the Word, and trust in the Lord. A third, and 
most important source, is abidiTig in Jesvs. 

Abiding in Jesus, involves union with Him as the 
necessity of life ; or rather life involves the necessity of 
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union. The sinner has gone to the foot of the cross, 
and by fia>ith beheld Jesns as His Savionr ; but that is 
not all. It is hard to explain this nnion, except in 
metaphor, or by the figures our Lord Himself uses. 
It is remaining in Jesus, as the Umb remains in the 
body, as the branch remains in the vine. Abiding 
implies that the whole being — ^the mind, the thoughts, 
the eye, the hand, all are bound up with Jesus; that 
we are in Him and He in us; that we have no inde- 
pendent being ; that His life, received by us, must needs 
flow forth jErom us ; and this* is fruit-bearing. But let us 
remember what a little thing in the natural branch may 
stop the inflowing of the sap. I think the Lord Jesus 
would teach us this by reiterating the command, *' Abide 
in Me." As if He would tell us what a delicate thing 
is this current of life, how easily anything may check 
or hinder the flow. It is like the electric spark on 
the telegraphic wire, or the radiating heat through the 
glowing metal ; check the communication, and all stands 
still. To make this plain, you know what it is to inter- 
pose a check or non-conducting medium in the handle 
of a metal vessel, — ^pour hot water into such a vessel, 
and the heat pervades the whole thing, — ^but insert 
a piece of ivory or wood, or any foreign material, and 
you have stayed the current. Sin often acts in this 
way. Some bad habit, some carelessness of walk, some 
worldly conformity, acts like a check upon the flow of 
sap through the branches ; once touch that and you stop 
the fruit bearing. It wiU no longer be real, it will all be 
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imitfttion work — ^mock-frnit, as it were, fastened on from 
oatside^ mere extemalism. Oh I we want this liying 
power which pushes out the fruit, for wlien the sap 
comes up strong and ftdl, it must find its outflow as 
it had its inflow. The fruit is the sap in manifestation. 
It is not our fruit, hut His; and as His lifs flows 
through us, the rich dusters of grapes, meet for the 
Divine Hushandman, hang on our hranches. 

But, again, we must rememher work is not always 
Jmitf BJidfruU is not always work. 

It is well to be hard-working Christians, if the hard 
work is the result of the flowing of the sap; but there is 
fruit to be manifested, which is not work. Do we not 
often see the fruits of the Spirit in those who are in 
great weariness, sickness, or poverty ? Can we not often 
learn a lesson from the quiet submission or the patient 
bearing of overwhelming care? Perhaps there is no 
fruit thab brings so much glory to God as a cheerfolness 
of spirit in deep trial and under the pressure of pain- 
fol circumstances. A Christian who can afford to be 
joyous in the midst of a troublous world, or with the 
clouds of sorrow mantling over his house, is filled by a 
power not of earth ; and such a one is abiding in Christ. 
If it were possible for us to separate between fruit and 
work, I think we should throw on one side a great deal 
of hard work ; indeed, half the activities we see around 
us. Much comes fix>m a certain restlessness of disposi- 
tion, much from the power of imitation, much from 
philanthropy ; but all this is not fruiU It may be that 
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not more than a fraction of otxr work, if really tested and 
weighed, would be found to be fruit unto God ; and all 
that deserves that name springs from an abiding con- 
scious communion with a risen Saviour, and is a drawing 
from His grace and life. All such work is the outflowing 
from Himself; we are simply the channels for that out- 
flowing again. No work is fruit but what is done for 
Jesus. Those of us who are teachers, let us say, '^I 
will speak to these children because my Father has 
entrusted me with His messages." Or, if we are district 
visitors, let us say, ^^I will go to these sick ones be- 
cause my Father has lent them to me to be ministered 
unto." 

Another word on the abiding in Jesus. There is a 
great difierence in the working power of a Christian who 
is so abiding, and one who knows nothing or little of it 
day by day. Many will kneel down to pray before set- 
ting forth to their work, to take some class, or speak to 
some sinner, and, no doubt, they will receive some 
measure of blessing ; but they do not get the full bless- 
ing those do who are abiding continually in Jesus, who 
come out, as it were, from His presence chamber. The 
secret place of the Almighty is their home, and they 
find little difficulty in speaking of Him with whom they 
dwell; they talk in their own language, and not in a 
foreign tongue. We may say of them, they live in 
Christ and Christ in them, and they bring forth much 
fruit. 

Secondly, the object of frmtfvlness. What is the 



42 



NOTES OF BIBLE CLASSES. 



object of a Ghristiaii^B work? We know what are the 
objects that prompt the worldling's work — ^to get a 
good name^ to be considered philanthropic, or thought 
to be very active and nsefol; or, it may be, a certain 
benevolence of disposition which needs an outlet. But 
it is not BO with the Christian ; his aim is not even to 
enjoy work for its own sake, bnt that it may be for the 
honour of Jesus. You will remember how the bride in 
the Song of Solomon says, '* Awake, north wind, and 
come thou south ; blow upon my garden, that the spices 
thereof may flow out. Let my beloved come into his 
garden, and eat his pleasant fruits'* — Canticles iv. 16. 
And the beloved comes into his garden for fragrance 
and for fruit. The Church of God is the Bridegroom's 
chosen garden, the vineyard of Jesus, in which He 
walks and eats His pleasant fruits. The same thought 
is again found in Canticles vii. 14 : *' At our gat-es are 
all manner of pleasant fruits, new and old, which I have 
laid up for thee, my beloved." All for thee and thee 
alone. 

The Church of God bears all sorts of fruit. We see 
the ardent joyousness and strong impulse of the young 
Christian, and we see the ripe, mellowed fruit of the 
tried and tempted believer. But all are accepted, all 
are rejoiced in by the Master, and not one branch in the 
living vine will be despised if it is bringing forth fruit in 
its season. Look at Isaiah Ixi. 8 : " That they might 
be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, that He might be glorified." Here is our object. 
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There are many such verseB in the prophets which speak 
of fruit being borne to the glory of God. There is a 
very beantifdl one in St. John xv. 8 : " Herein is My 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit ; so shall ye be 
My disciples." It is as if the Lord said : '' Do not be 
satisfied with only a little froit, though I acknowledge it 
if it is real, but I want much.** Then there is a touch 
of beauty we have not perhaps observed. He seems to 
say : '' I love My Father^ and I want Him glorified. 
Nothing will bring you so near to Me, or give such 
pleasure to Me, as your honouring My Father. You 
shall be My disciples if you bring forth much fruit to 
His praise." Do we not feel thus about any beloved 
one on earth ? They who give pleasure to that one are 
drawn very near to our hearts. Again, for our object in 
bearing fruit, look at Philippians i. 11 : '' Being filled 
with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ, unto the praise and gloiy of God." 

And now shall we inquire what are the fruits to be 
thus manifested? Scripture is very explicit in all its 
teaching ; it deals with detail. Galatians v. 22, 28 : '' But 
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsufiering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." 

Love stands at the head. We cannot dwell upon 
each one now at any length, but let us apply them to 
our own consciences. None of us can surely say that 
our drcvmstances prevent us from exhibiting love, joy, 
and peace; from displaying gentleness, meekness, and 
patience! Are these the fruits the world sees in us? 
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Man can only see the outward manifestation ; onr Lord 
alone knows the inner Ufe of His children. When we 
look at a tree, it is not the sap that is visible^ but 
the result of it. So it is with our spiritual Ufe: 
that secret spring lies hid between ourselves and God. 
Our life before and with God may be deep and true, 
but we do not expect the world to know about that 
hidden thing. Perhaps the less it is talked of under 
some circumstances the better — ^rather let the abound- 
ing fruit tell of its existence. We hear much about 
sound doctrine and deep teaching; but what are all 
the beautifdl theories of holiness except as they tell 
practically and evidently, in our daily, hourly walk? 
The world is very keen-sighted, ever watching us, 
observing how we bear disappointment, how we meet 
sorrow, how we endure provocation. The world knows 
nothing about our spiritual experience, but it knows full 
well what our conduct ought to be. What if a word 
puts us out of temper, if a little change of plans ruffles 
our equanimity, if the crossing of our will makes us 
passionate or sullen ? Shall the world see the tear in 
our eye and the flush on our cheek because our pride is 
wounded or our wishes thwarted? Are these things 
befitting those who have been brought into the school of 
Christ, and should therefore keep themselves under dis- 
cipline and control. Oh, let us never forget Whose name 
we bear and Whose honour is at stake as the world looks 
on and sees how we live. 

" Love, joy, longmffermg.^^ Do we break down here ? 
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We can suflEer, perhaps^ for a little while ; but when it 
lasts long, when people are unreasonable and trying, 
when they wear us out with their ingratitude and per- 
Terseness, no wonder we are impatient and irritable! 
and yet ** charity suffereth long." 

** Gentleness.** Is there not a great want of this amongst 
Christians? Do we not often hear yeiy hasty incon- 
siderate remarks, very sharp words, and uncourteous 
expressions ? 

'* Faith" Perhaps this may mean &ithfnlness. There 
is a lack of this also in the Church of God. Shall we 
say that this extends to punctuality, in keeping engage- 
ments ? Let promises be sacred ; let not classes wait 
in vain for teachers, or teachers for classes ; let us be 
dependable." 

''Meekness.** What about this? Do we not feel 
guilty here, perhaps more than anywhere ? Can we bear 
rebuke, reproach, or even severity and unreasonableness 
quietly ? I remember a remark made by the clergyman 
of a parish, who was in particularly trying, uncomfort- 
able circumstances. A friend said to him, ''This is 
provoking : what will you do ? " He replied, " First 
take care that I am not provoked." '* Charity is not 
easily provoked," not soon angry, and it is when 
things are most provoking that we want to see the ripe 
fruit of the curbed temper, and the chastened tongue. 

" Temperance.** This refers to everything in daily 
life. It is, as it were, saying, ''we are to keep the 
check-string upon ourselves in all things." One reason. 
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perbapB, why all these graces are so little apparent in us, 
is, because we forget the next verse : ** They that are 
Christ's have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts/' QbI, y. 24. Will the fruit grow side by side with 
the out-growth of the flesh: will it flourish among 
ihoms ? No ; it must needs become stunted if the soil 
of the heart is occupied with weeds. Scripture is con- 
stantly teaching us this truth. It tells us to run the 
race, but to lay aside the weights : to put on the new 
man, but to put off the old: ''to set our affections on 
things above;" but, ''to mortify the members which are 
upon the earth." Oh, is there that dying daily that 
Ood longs to see in His children ? 

Do we not desire to be better workers in God's great 
harvest field? Let us pray more earnestly for deeper 
spiritual life, that our work may be the result of the 
overfiowings of the Spirit ; that we may bring forth fruit 
to His praise. We want His grace, to glorify Him 
in our private life, in our home circle ; and then, &r 
and wide as He gives us opportunity. If we have been 
planted by the waters, and if we spread out our roots to 
receive and drink in those waters, we shall never cease 
from yielding fruit : for in proportion as we receive life 
from Him, He will certainly receive fruit from us, and 
that, too, in the season when He comes to seek it. 
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S^t S^nmg SKonun's ^ibh ((lass. 
Pboyebbs ii. 9 — ^22. 

" Then ehalt thou undergtand righteousness, amd judgment, 
cmd equity ; yea, every good path. 

" When wisdom entereth into thime heart, and knowledge is 
pleaso/nt unto thy soul. 

"Discretion shall pre ser ve thee, understanding shall keep 
thee: 

" To deliver thee from the way of the evil man, from the man 
thai apeaketh froward things; 

** Who leave the paths qf uprightness, to walk in the ways of 
darkness; 

*' Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in theflrowardness of the 
wicked; 

" Whose ways are crooked, and theyflroward in their paths : 

" To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the 
stranger which Jlattereth with her words ; 

" Which forsaketh the guide if her youth, and forgetteth the 
covenant of her God. 

** For her house inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
dead, 

** None that go unto her return again, neither take they hold 
qf the paths qf life. 

** Thai thou mayest walk in the way qf good men, and keep 
the paths qfthe righteous, 

" For the upright shall dwell in the land, and the perfect 
shall remain in it. 

"But the wicked shall be cut off from the earth, and the 
transgressors shall be rooted out qfit," 

WE saw in the former paxt of this chapter what was 
expected fiom those who were reaUy desiring 
wisdom. They receive, and hide the word ; they incline 
the ear, and apply the heart to understanding. It seems^ 
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as it were, a following on^ a getting more and more in 
earnest. The Lord looks for all this in those who 
sincerely wish to serve Him. Let us ask^ why is this 
earnestness always snccessfol ? 

The ninth a/nd tenth verses give us the answer. God 
has all we seek ready for ns : ** Then shalt thou under- 
stand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, 
every good path. When wisdom entereth into thine 
hearty and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul." We 
are brought up to this point: if we have earnestly 
sought these things, we have surely found out and proved 
that God is a faithful God. We have received all that we 
sought for as a &ee gift already laid up for us ; and then 
comes a train of consequences resulting from that state 
of mind described in the tenth verse, and that state of 
mind following upon the gift of the sixth verse : *' The 
Lord giveth wisdom." Before we go on to see these 
consequences, let each of us ask — Is this my state ? has 
wisdom entered into my heart? The devil does not 
mind how much abstract truth you understand provided 
you do not ask yourselves how it affects you personally. 
Do we stand in the position described in this tenth verse ? 
You may say, God knows; so He does, but still Ho 
would have us examine ourselves faithfully and solemnly 
as in His presence. Did you ever try to do this ? Did 
you ever ask Him to search you ? People speak much 
to one another, but little to God. Go to God, and tell 
Him what you find you are : lay bare your heart before 
Him : spend your spare moments with Him instead of 
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filling them up with onprofitable talk. Do yoa remember 
the words of the hymn ? — 

" Were half the breath thiu yainly spent 
To Hearea in supplication sent, 
Ky cheerful song would oftener be — 
* Hear what the Lord hath done for me.' " 

" When wisdom entereih into thine heart.** Do yoa 
recollect any other scripture about wisdom not remaining 
on the surface, but entering into the soul ? Ps. cxix. 180, 
'^The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth 
understanding unto the simple." Now, I would say, 
dear young Mends, that all of you in this room are 
divided into two classes, either you belong to those into 
whose heart wisdom has entered, or else it is still with 
you a mere surface thing. There are some here, I trust, 
who have been brought to know the Lord. You can 
remember when that which had been all on the outside 
entered into your soul ; as a poor woman once expressed 
it — '' When you used to read and talk to me, it seemed 
to me as if all the while there was a band of iron about 
my heart ; but on such a day, when you were reading 
such a portion of the Word of God, the band seemed to 
break and the lesson entered in." 

Do you remember a scripture illustration of this? 
Acts xvi. 14, *' And a certain woman named Lydia, a 
seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us : whose heart the Lord opened, that she 
attended onto the things which were spoken of Paul.*' 
That opened heart, how we want it ! God's word is a 
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life-giving word, if it onoe gets an entrance : " When 
wisdom entereih into thine hearty and knowledge i» 
pleasant wnto iky souL" Before that memorable day you 
knew religion to be a good thing ; bnt yet yon secretly 
thought it a very dull and gloomy thing — ^not the least 
pleasant, not a bit of heart-joy in it ; but when it entered 
in, and you began to feed upon it, was it not pleasant 
then? 

Now, look at the consequences of this entering in. 
In verses 11, 12, and 16 — "When wisdom entereth 
into thine heart," &c., &Cv But then we read in verse 8, 
the Lord Himself ** preserveth the way of His saints " i 
and here, in verse 11, we are told, ** Discretion shall 
preserve thee." 

How do you reconcile these two statements? When 
God keeps His people. He always keeps them in the way 
of discretion and in the paths of holiness. *' He keepeth 
the feet of His saints," but He does not let them tread 
in any path of their own choosing. He never keeps 
His saints' feet except in that straight and narrow way 
that leadeth unto life. Now, how are you to be kept ? 
All your own vnsdom will not do it : '' He that trusteth 
in his own heart is a fool." When you go to God and 
ask Him to hold your right hand — ^when you grasp the 
blessed promises of His own word — ^when you cling to 
the arm of the Mighty One, He will give you sound 
vnsdom and discretion. See Luke i. 79: — ^'To give 
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the wag of peace.** 
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That is the purpose of God : He does not keep our feet 
any where else. People ask me sometimes whether, if 
they die committing sin, God will keep them hecaQse 
they were once converted ? Again I say, God only keeps 
His saints in His own paths. Out of the king's high- 
^^Jy you have no claim to one of His promises. If God 
keeps yon, it will he in the paths of discretion. The 
preserving of the 8th verse is the preserving of the 11th. 
It is the hand of the living God that keeps the life 
heating in yonr veins, hut for all that yon would not 
leave off taking food and starve yourself, because God 
could keep you. 

A few words on this subject of discretion as we gene- 
rally Understand it. People talk of indiscretion as if it 
were a misfortune : a misfortune to sin ! Dear young 
Mends, folly is sin, when God has promised to teach us 
wisdom : want of discretion is sin, when God has pro- 
mised to give us discretion. Indiscreet conduct is sin. 
Let us beware how we tamper with folly. To make 
light of sin is one of Satan's snares. Proverbs xiv. 9 : 
'' Fools make a mock at sin." There is not, I think, 
a more important talent put into a woman's hand than 
discretion. God has thrown the shield of His pro- 
tection around woman in giving her this talent : let her 
beware how she casts it aside. Why do we hear such 
terrible tales of sin and miseiy among our women ? 
Because they have forgotten that the thought of foolish- 
ness is sin, and that the scriptural description of godly 
women is ^'discreet, chaste, keepers at home.' 
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Now, see what will be the consequences of this 
preserving. There are three things mentioned: ''To 
deliver thee from the way of the eyil man/' "from 
the strange woman," and to lead thee ''in the way 
of good men." Scripture is never purely negative : 
it is both negative and positive. It tells us what 
we are to do, as well as what we are not to; what 
we are delivered from, and what we are brought into. 
We often separate these two things. If we leave off evil 
ways without putting on good ones, it is like emptying a 
sack of chaff and putting no wheat in ; it is like a swept 
house unoccupied. People say, " Oh, I know I 've got 
into such and such a bad habit ; I must leave it off:" 
but unless you " learn to do good" as well as " cease to 
do evil," the devil will soon draw you back again. If 
you give up your unsanctified pleasures you must have 
other joys. Every heart must be filled : it must have 
an object. In the soul of man, as in the natural world, 
there can be no vacwwm. If God takes away what is 
sinful. He puts in its place His own blessed service — 
His own holy joy. Some people make another mistake : 
they put on without putting off. If you try to learn 
God's ways and yet go on in your own at the same time, 
it will be an entire &ilure. 1 Peter ii. 1 : " Wherefore, 
laying aside all malice, and all guile," &c. ; and, 
Hebrews zii. 1 : "Let us lay aside eveiy weight." You 
must lay aside weights before you can run : you must 
empty your hand before you can fill it. Do you 
remember any instance in scripture of this kind? 
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Genesis xxxy. 2 : ^* Pat away the strange gods tliat are 
among yon." It is of no use to bnild an altar to God 
whilst yon are bowing at the altar of the deyil. Gideon 
was another striking instance of this. Judges yi. 26 : 
'' Throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, 
and cnt down the grove that is by it." God had pro- 
mised Gideon great blessings, bnt before he obtained 
them there was something for him to do. God's 
command came as well as God's promise. Though 
Gideon had had the promise he was not to go forth tiU 
he had obeyed the command. He must put off and put 
on (Ephesians iv. 22, 24) : " That ye put off the old 
man/' and " that ye put on the new man." That is 
exedly what we find here in Proverbs ii. — keeping from 
the evil and keeping in the paths of good men. There 
is no half-way house between the two. When the Son 
of Man looks out upon the assembled millions as they 
stand before Him in the judgment-day, and divides the 
sheep from the goats, as they go away so must they 
remain for ever — no bridge between them. Separated 
then in virtue of their separation now — ^no middle place 
then, no middle place now. If you are not in the family 
of Jesus, where are you ? There is no alternative. If 
you are not walking as the children of God, you must be 
walking as the children of the devil. If you are delivered 
from the way of evil men, you will surely be walking in 
the way of good men. 

What would strike your minds as another very im- 
portant lesson to be learnt from this passage? The 
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importance of companionship — the evil of fonning bad 
friendfihips* Depend npon it, we dare not trifle with 
companionship. What an important place God gives to 
it in these verses ! We should not like to poison our 
bodies, and yet we are often willing to risk onr sonl's 
health by venturing into paths of danger ; and what path 
more perilous than a worldly intimacy! If yon are 
walking in the way of discretion, it will not be in that 
of evil men and evil women* It is one of Satan's com- 
monest snares to get you entrapped in what looks like 
friendship and affection, and ends in ruin to aoul and 
body — ^ruin for this life as well as for the next. Oh, 
compare the portion God gives you with that the devil 
offers ! The thorny ways of sin are often strewed with 
the gayest flowers ; the fEorest temptations come in the 
form of pleasant companionship. If you find you have 
ntiade an acquaintance likely to injure your soul's health, 
just go to God about it : do not parley with the tempter ; 
do not trifle with the danger. Habits of sin do not get 
formed all at once. The first time you hear the sinful 
word, the impure joke, you blush; next time you can 
bear it better, and ere long you become used to it. 
Again, I say, tamper not with temptation : cut off the 
right hand, pluck out the right eye, and do it at once. 
Delay has ruined many souls. '' I do not know that it 
is very prudent," people say; *'I will wait and see.** 
It may be you will see by the light of the flames of 
hell, and oh, what a sight that will be! Look at 
chap. iv. 16 : '' Avoid it." Take that as your motto. Be 
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not like Etq, who first looked, then tasted, and, lastly, 
eat the forbiddea thing. Kever mind the sneer or the 
langh ; they ue bat little things after &U to pat np with, 
and yon may depend apon it that thonsands of soola now 
in hell trace their fall — their first blse stop — to evil eom- 
pamoDBhip. It is remarkable in this chapter, that the 
evil man and the eril woman are both spoken of in one 
character — ae backsliders. There may be a good deal of 
evil companionship with those who never were in the 
right way, but these had been there ; they " Leave the 
paths of nprightnesa," "forsake the guide of their yonth." 
They have been instrncted ; they do know the difierence 
between light and darkness. They hare been taught* 
perhaps, at a mother's knee; and I think it is implied 
hra« that these are the most dangeroos of all com- 
panions. That is a deeply solemn word in chap. ix. 18 : 
" Are in the depths of hell." How few that first 
begin tampering with an have any thought of going 
into the depths of hell : " The narrow way alone leadeth 
unto life." Every soul is entering into one way or the 
other ; in which are you ? 
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%\i imxk VLoAm* Jiblt Class, 

FBIABS' MOUNT, BBTHNAL GBEElfr. 

St. Matt. ix. 86-^8. 

**BMt when he »aw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion 
on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep 
having no shepherd. 

" Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, 
hut the labourers are few; 

** Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, thaJt he will send 
firth labourers into his harvest." 

THE first thonght that strikes us in this passage is 
the &cty that our blessed Lord lived and laboured 
in the very same world, and with the same sins, trials, 
and disappointments surrounding Him as He calls His 
people to encounter now. He went in and out amid a 
wayward and distressed people. He made Himself a 
fellow-labourer with His children, and is acquainted, by 
personal experience, with every sorrow, every anxious 
thought, every trial connected with the work we have to 
do with now. 

Here we read of Him going about all the cities and 
viUages, teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom, and visiting the sick and the sorrowful. 

And may not the thought, ''My Master has passed 
through all the complications and difficulties of work 
before me," be a great stay and comfort to His poor 
labourers ? And shall they not remember, there is no 
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time or circumstance in which they may not find His 
sympathy ? 

It is just as if we conld see a track left behind in the 
snow, the footsteps of one who had gone on before, and as 
we carefally trace it we place our foot in each foot-mark 
and know we can venture in safety. But I think if we 
are to be looking for the footsteps of our Divine Master, 
that we may walk in His ways, we must cultivate a 
waiting, unhasting stato of mind, and seek such a quiet- 
ness and calmness of spirit as can only be obtained by 
continual communion with the Lord. There are many 
simple and yet beautiful touches in this little story, and 
many lessons we may gather from it. 

Verse 86. *' But when He saw the multitude. He was 
moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd." 
Jesus allows the Evangelist to speak of Him here as if 
He were simply human, just as if the sight of the teem- 
ing throng of needy souls had the same effect upon His 
spirit as it has upon ours, because He would make us 
feel, in every sense, that we are brethren, — that He is 
*' bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh." He speaks 
of having looked at those multitudes of unshepherded 
souls till His holy eyes filled with tears and His heart 
with compassion. But what is implied in the fact that 
the heart of Jesus mourned over souls because they had 
no shepherd ? He would teach us that though He is the 
Gbeat Shepherd, yet that truth is not to supersede the 
need of earthly shepherds to watch over the fiock. As 
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the Ghiistiaii dnndi Bees Ihe nuMmoB around. He would 
not have us only look np and say, "they lunre got a 
HeaTenty Shephnd,** bat He would have ns look down 
and ask, ''Why aie these Book fingotten? Is it that 
we have ne^eeted them? Is not the Chief Shepherd 
calling upon ns to aeareh after the wanderers ?" Ah ! 
the Lord of Oloty notices and reckona 19 how many 
sheep are left mishepherded. 

Verse 37. ** Then saith He mito His disciples, the 
harvest tmfy is plenteoos, hot the labourers are few." 

Is there not something very beantifol in the way the 
Lord condescends to bring His discq[iles into eyn^thy 
with Himself abont ffis great work? 

We might have thon^ He would never have stooped to 
this companionship, that He most luKve walked alone in 
the silence of His ovm greatness. Bnt though it is true 
no experience could ever meet His, no human soul CTer 
comprehend the secrets of His soul, yet in His wondrous 
love He comes dovm to the le^el of His disciples, and 
takes them into coxmsel with Himself, as if He said to 
them : " I have compassion on the multitudes, and I 
want you to talk with Me about it, and advise with Me 
as to what is to be done." He might by one word ha¥e 
fed and provided for th^n all ; but that is not His way» 
He calls His disciples and says: ''Here they all are 
around us, how shall we deal with them ?'^ 

Perhaps the disciples looked at one another, and 
wondered and inquired within themselves, " What does 
He want with us, and how are k76 to do it?" But the 
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Lord does not wait ; He answera all inquiries Himself: 
" the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few." I know the thought arising in your hearts — the 
labourers are few in comparison with the great need : so 
they are; but ''pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest that He will send forth labourers into His har- 
vest." It may be the Lord did not join in this prayer, 
because He would place Himself before us as the Lord 
of the harvest* But however this may be, let us mark 
the important truth to be taught us by this command 
which He gives to His disciples. It is very striking and 
instructive. He shows them that there is a preparatory 
work to be done before they go out to labour. They 
must first of all be on their knees ; they must have close 
personal dealing with Him. They must come into His 
PresencCi look into His fiace, and hear His voice speaking 
to their inmost souls with living power. They must go 
forth from that Presence to their solemn work. He 
reminds them not to let the excessive need drive them 
hurriedly forward ; and what follows ? Chapter xi. : 
** And when He had called unto Him His twelve dis- 
ciples, He gave them power against unclean spirits to 
cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and 
all manner of disease." There is a similar passage to 
this in St. Mark iii. 18 — 16. We have, first, the calling 
tmto Him, then the being with Him, and the going forth 
from Him, with the power administered by Him to do the 
work in His harvest-field. Without it they would have 
run in vain, and laboured in vain. 
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Is there not a lesson for us in this ? We call onr- 
selves workers for God ; and oh ! how wondrons is the 
honour, how solemn the responsibility, to be called by 
Him to go forth with the name of Jesns on onr lips and 
on our foreheads, declaring we are accredited by Him, 
and telling a dying world what He has done for us and 
for them ! It is striking to notice how our Lord con- 
nects all labour with Himself, and shows us we cannot 
truly work for Him unless sent forth by Him. He 
seems to say, '*I have been about the cities and villages, 
I see the masses of sheep without a shepherd, I have 
compassion on them, and I want you to pray for 
labourers to be sent into the harvest, and then, in 
answer to the prayer I have commanded, I will send 
the labourers.'' 

Let us think much about this command, coming as it 
does from the Lord of the harvest. The fact that He is 
such warrants large expectations. When God says 
*'Pray,** oh, who can tell what He means to do ! One 
thing is certain. He is going to answer that prayer. 
Have we understood this, — ^have we really dealt with 
prayer as a command, and in the command have we seen 
a solemn promise involved ? Be very sure it is not this 
mode of working or that clever planning that is wanted 
to bring down a blessing ; but this is what we need — to 
know Jesus ourselves as the Living One,— to know Him 
by dwelling very near to Him, having close and constant 
dealing with Him as a present friend, and drawing 
hourly from Him as the well of living waters. We ask, 
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and -we hear asked, ''Why is there so little power 
amongst ns — so little result from oar labours? Why 
do we see so vast a machinery at work and yet so few 
getting an abundance of blessing?" Ah!^ is it not 
because we are not with Jesus — ^haye not remained in 
the secret of His Presence — and therefore He could not 
send us forth with power. We do not know how long 
the disciples spent there, but I am quite sure that in 
proportion to their intercourse with Him, they had power 
with souls. It is not for us to judge one another, but 
we may safely say there will be no certain, abiding 
blessing in any work but as the workers come out from 
the Master's Presence, and bring with them the bright 
shining of His countenance. 

Dark days may be very near — sifting days for the 
Church of God, which will try every man's work, of 
what sort it is, which will prove what is gold and silver 
and precious stones, built on the true foundation, and 
what is only " wood, hay, and stubble." May ours be 
work which will stand testing. It is not carnal power, 
not the power of human eloquence, or knowledge, or 
intellect, that will reach souls; it may rouse the con- 
science and enlighten the understanding to a certain 
extent, but no more. The power of the Spirit of God 
must do spiritual work, and our lips must be touched 
with a live coal from off His altar. 

Surely, surely, as the loving Shepherd looks now upon 
the fainting, weary multitudes, with all their overwhehn- 
ing needs, and then upon the crowds of labourers who 
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are rashing forth into the field in all the restlessness and 
hnny of human excitement, He may well say : " Are ye 
not camaly and walk as men." We want workers, bnt 
we want OTtly those who come from the presence chamber 
of the Master — only those who haye heard Him say : 
'^Loyest thou Me more than these? Then feed my 
sheep/' May He take away all that now hinders and 
enfeebles the testimony of his witnessing Church, and 
make her indeed a telling power in a dark and sorrowfdl 
world ! 



S^t Hmfbtft Home* 

John iy. 86. 

" l%at both he thai soweih, and he thai reapeth, may refaiee 

together.** 

From the fieur-off fields of earthly toil 

A goodly host they come, 
And sounds of music are on the air,— 

'Tis the song of the Haryest-home. 
The weariness and the weeping-* 

The darkness has all pass'd by, 
And a glorious sun has risen — 

The Sun of Eternity ! 

We Ve seen those faces in days of yore, 

When the dust was on their brow, 
And the scalding tear upon their cheek : 

Let us look at the labourers now ! 
We think of the life-long sorrow. 

And the wilderness days of care ; 
We try to trace the tear-drops. 

But no scars of grief are there. 
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There *8 a mysteiy of sonl-cliasten'd joy 

Lit np with Bnn-light hues, 
like morning flowers, most beant^ 

When wet with midnight dews^ 
There are depths, of earnest meaning 

In each tme and trastfal gaze, 
Telling of wondrous lessons 

Learnt in their pilgrim days. 

And a conscions confidence of bliss, 

That shall never again remove, — 
All the faith and hope of jonmeying years, 

Gather'd np in that look of love. 
The long waiting days are over ; 

They *ve received their wages now, 
For they 've gazed npon their Master, 

And His name is on their brow. 

They Ve seen the safely-gamer'd sheaves, 

And the song has been passing sweet, 
Which welcomed the last in-coming one 

Laid down at the Saviour's feet. 
Oh ! well does His heart remember, 

As those notes of praise sweep by. 
The yearning, plaintive mnsio 

Of earth's sadder minstrelsy* 

And well does He know each cheqner'd tale, 

As He looks on that joyous band — 
All the lights and shadows that crossed their path, 

Li the distant pilgrim land ; — 
The heart's unspoken anguish — 

The bitter sighs and tears— 
The long long hours of watching — 

The changeful hopes and fears ! 
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One had climb'd the rugged monntain-Bide, 

*Twa8 a bleak and wintry day ; * 
The tempest had scattered his precious seed, 

And he wept as he tom'd away. 
Bnt a stranger-hand had watered 

That seed on a distant shore, 
And the labourers now are meeting, 

Who had never met before. 

And ons^^he had toil*d amid bnming sands 

When the scorching smi was high : 
He had grasp'd the plough with a fever'd hand, 

And then laid him down to die : 
Bnt another, and yet another, 

Had fill*d that deserted field. 
Nor vainly the seed they scattered. 

Where a brother's care had till'd. 

Some with eager step went boldly forth. 

Broad casting o'er the land 
Some watered the scarcely budding blade 

With a tender, gentle hand. 
There's one — ^her young life was blighted, 

By the withering touch of woe 
Her days were sad and weaiy, 

And she never went forth to sow ; 

But there rose from her lonely couch of pain. 

The fervent, pleading prayer ; 
She looks on many a radiant brow. 

And she reads the answer there ! 
Yes ! sowers and reapers are meeting ; 

A rejoicing host they, come I 
Will you join the echoing chorus ? — 

'Tis the song of the Harvest-home ! 

G. Pennefatheb. 
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Col. i. 7-— 11. 

" As ye also learned of Epeuphrcts our dear fellow eervantf toko 
is for you a faithful minister of Christ; 

" Who also declared unto us your love in the Spirit. 

" JFor this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not 
cease to pray for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with 
the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual under* 
standing ; 

" That ye might walk worthy of the Lord usaio all pleasing, 
being /ruifful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
of &od,' 

*' Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, 
unto all patience and long-suffering with joyfulness" 



VEESE 7. The Apostle St. Paul seems never to 
lose an opportunity of drawing in closely and yet 
mora closely the bonda of love which united together 
ministers and people, brothers and sisters in Christ 
Jesus. He writes to the Colossians here as though he 
would say — '' These blessed things that I have just been 
speaking of, you learned of Epaphras, our dear fellow 
servant, and yowriaiiMjol minister/' as-though he would 
draw a beautiful picture of love acting and re-aoting. 
Epaphras goes to the Golossian Church as a witness, as 
a messenger off love, from the loving apostle, and then 
he bears tidings back again of the loving spirit of that 
loving church to cheer the apostle, it would seem as if 
he again rejoiced to use words in his letter which would 
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remind the GoIoBsians of the debt they owed Epaphras, 
that he might kindle in their hearts a fresh spark of 
love towards this beloved minister, when he adds, '^ who 
also declared nnto ns yonr loye in the Spirit." 

Is there not a practical lesson for as here ? What 
power there is in an atmosphere of love ! The more we 
live in the presence of Jesus, in the fall sanshine of His 
countenance, and breathe the fragrance of His love, the 
more shall we carry it aboat with i». Oh ! let as coant 
it no mean thing to be the bearers of good tidings to one 
of Christ's little ones. '' Pleasant words are as a honey- 
comb/' — Let as speak them ; let as carry sweet messages 
to burdened ministers ; let as be on the watch to find 
out what will cheer, and comfort, and enliven the tried 
servants of the Lord, studying to carry words of peace and 
health as we go in and out among men and women, and 
delighting to tell afresh of the manifestations of the 
Master's presence, of what His grace has done, and His 
love wrought amongst us. 

But is it not often &x otherwise ? Does it not some- 
times seem as if Christians were looking out for all the 
infirmities they could find around them, and in talking 
of one another, do they not too often throw a cloud of 
undefined suspicion over the character of the absent, and 
leave a chilling sense of distrust and discomfort in the 
heart of the hearer. Ought this so to be ? It requires 
no talent to find out the evU in human nature ; for, alas ! 
it is patent and palpable to every observer. But it does 
require the ingenuity and s&arp-sightedness of love to 
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detect the good and the beautiful amid so much sur- 
rounding rubbish. 

Many things combine to make useful workers in the 
Lord's vineyard ; but, depend upon it, the power to 
discover the good in others, the tender impressible place 
in the natures we have to deal with, is essential, and in 
order to do this we must carry about with us an atmo- 
sphere of love. As we are loving ourselves, we shall be 
sure to call out the responsive love in the hearts of 
others ; we shall be sure to touch that point where it is 
to be found ; we shall, as it were, meet, discover, and 
attract that which in its very exercise will be of necessity 
strengthened and developed. Let us pray much for this 
heart of love, and cultivate such a quickness of per- 
ception and such a tenderness of dealing, that all that 
is loving and lovely may have an affinity for us, and we 
for it. 

Notice what an impetus the words of Epaphras gave 
to the apostle's prayers, verse 9: ''For this cause we 
also, since the day we . heard it, do not cease to pray for 
you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of His will, in all wisdom and understanding." 

What a wonderfal prayer it is. He desires three 
distinct things for them — knowledge, wisdom, and v/nder- 
standing ; gt, in other words, that they should go on 
to know more and more of the unsearchable riches of 
Christ. What is the difference between these three 
expressions ? Perhaps we may distinguish thefn thus. 
Knowledge — is something acquired, it may be by reading 
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or from any 6ther source, not a faculty but a possession 
put into the mind from without. Understanding — 
seems to be the intellectual ^sp of the mind, the power 
to receive ; the faculty which lays hold on the knowledge. 
Wisdom — ^is the practical application of all that is learnt 
by the understanding, the knowledge turned to account 
in daily life. It has been called '* the complex of all the 
faculties of the soul." Look at Psalm cxix. 98 : '^ Thou 
through thy commandments hast made me wiser than 
mine enemies, for they are ever with me. I have more 
tmderstanding than all my teachers, for thy testimonies 
are my meditation." Here the commandments are the 
knowledge which, as we read, make David wiser than all 
his teachers, wiser than those who ought to have known 
more than he. Again, Proverbs xxiv. 8 : " Through 
wisdom is an house builded, and by understanding it is 
established : and by knowledge shall the chambers be 
filled with all precious and pleasant riches." This 
description of a house brings before us the three words 
of which we have been speaking. Wisdom and under- 
standing — the means by which it is built and established ; 
knowledge, the furnishing and adorning. Apply this to 
the character of a Christian ; wisdom is like the building 
of a house, but a wise person must keep the understand- 
ing constantly at work, increasing his power by its 
exercise and always acquiring more and more knowledge. 
When you have a house you may have a very substantial, 
handsome building, but it must be established, filled 
and adorned. Knowledge is to the soul what furnishing 
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is to the honse ; it does for the mind and soul what 
* pleasant things do for the house, and if we are too 
indolent to cry after knowledge and to " lift up our voice 
for understanding " (Proverbs ii. 8), we shall have Utile 
to impart to others, and shall not be wise to win souls. 
A useful Christian must needs be a learning Christian. 
Sleepiness and indolence of mind is incompatible with a* 
life of service ; we must be looking out for instruction, 
all our faculties kept active and lively, that we may be 
receiving all day and every day. But to go higher, how 
important it is to have the mind furnished with scrip- 
tu/ral knowledge, — for this reason we would press the 
importance of teaching children much scripture* It is 
like furnishing the house to be inhabited, as we pray 
and hope, by the Spirit of God. How sadly many a soul, 
converted in later years, and uninstructed in the word 
of God, has to mourn over an unfamished house ! But, 
to return to the apostle's prayer for the Colossian Church, 
in which he had so much satisfaction and delight, we 
find he says, *' I pray earnestly for you, and desire that 
ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will, in all 
wisdom and spiritual understanding ; " and he adds, it is 
for this practical purpose, ** that ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing." Does not this show us 
that ignorance of soul is not pleasing to God, and that 
intellect and memory, imagination and affection, every 
power of the being, every fiGtculty, contemplative or 
active, receptive or perceptive, is to be consecrated to the 
Master's use. When the Spirit of God breathes into 
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US His own diyine life He puts the seal of ownership 
npon the understanding, upon the mind, upon the 
affections, upon the life. He seals us to His especial 
service, and this is the meaning of being not our own. 
There is the seal of adoption which He puts upon us to 
declare us members of the redeemed family, purchased 
by the blood of the coyenant ; but there is the sealing 
of possession also, proving that everything we have and 
are belongs to God. If Christians realised this we 
should see among them more whole-heartedness, and 
entire consecration, and hear less questioning as to the 
extent or measure of service. If we only looked upon 
our body, mind and heart as sealed, as God's possession, 
we should regard it nothing short of robbery to take 
His property and make it over to the world. Look at 
Joel iii. 5 : '' Ye have taken my silver and my gold, 
and have carried into yov/r temple my goodly pleasant 
things ;" might not this be said every day to our so-called 
Christians ? Oh ! how many are spending the Master's 
property, His time and His money in this way ! And 
eyen souls that have known something of His love, where 
is their whole-hearted service ? 

Verse 10. " That ye might walk worthy of the Lord ; " 
that your walk, your daily life, might be corresponding 
to the life of Him whose Name you bear; that you 
should represent Jesus before the world. how high, 
how holy is the Christian calling ! To go out into a 
rebel world, and to tell that world of the character of 
God ; to be so many virindows through which the light of 
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Jesus shines upon its darkness ! — ^this is our wondrous 
Yocation. 

''Unto all pleasing." Depend upon it, we are not 
walking worthy of the Lord unless we are increasing 
every day in the knowledge of God. It is a law in the 
natural world that every thing which stands still stag- 
nates. Water becomes impure when it ceases to flow. 
There must be in the believer's heart not only the 
Spirit, once given, but the weU of water Bpringing up, 
always tending upward and onward with greater vitality 
and power as time goes on, until it finds its level in 
everlasting life* Is it so with us? If not, there is 
something wrong. We cannot be what we were a year 
ago, without dishonour to our Master. Job xvii. 9 : 
'' The righteous also shall hold on his way, and he that 
hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger." There 
may be many changings, many tossings and storms, but 
every child of God, in a healthy state of spiritual life, 
can say : ''I am not where I was ; there has been much 
to humble me, and I have learnt by many failures, but 
there has been a conscious on-going." Thank God, 
no living Christian does stand still. He learns more 
and more of the Father's love, more and more of the 
grace and power of his risen Lord, and drinks more 
deeply of the consolations of the Spirit, as we read in 
Ps. Ixxxiv. 7 : " They go from strength to strength ; " 
and again, Isa. xl. 81 : '^ They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew their strength." It is a wretched thing to 
go on feeding on the manna of yesterday, to get no 
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fresh draught from the living fountain. It is well to 
ask, are we going from strength to strength ? Are we 
learning more distrust of self, more confidence in the 
anfaiUng One, more knowledge of his ineiliaastible 
resources? We are sometimes asked what are the 
proofs of growth of grace. I think one of the most 
striking is increased humility* As a Christian advances 
there is sure to be more lowliness of spirit, less dispo- 
sition to judge, more desire to learn. It has been weU 
said : '^ The branches of a tree which bear the most fruit 
hang the nearest to the ground." I think we go more 
softly, and speak with less of self-confidence in our tone, 
and are less ready to advance our own opinions, as we 
know more of the Master and more of ourselves. This 
is a very practical matter. Are we increasing, advancing, 
pressing onwards? If so, we shall be able to say with 
the Psalmist: ''I will hope continually, and will yet 
praise Thee more and more." For as we learn to dis- 
trust man, we shall find out more of His faithfulness 
every step of our way. Everything earthly is tending to 
decay, but the Christian is going on to perfection, and 
learning new songs of praise, to be sung in his Father's 
house by-and-by. 

Now we come to the power for all this ; and were it 
not for these words how could we attempt to attain to 
such a standing : " Strengthened with all might, accord- 
ing to His glorious power ; or, as some read it, '^ accord- 
ing to the power of His glory." The measure of our 
strength is His glorious power. Not our asking, but 
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His giving; not our conceptions, but His capabiKty; 
not our limited desires, bat His immeasurable grace ; or, 
in other words, the fulness of God. And what sort of 
character will be developed by the in-flowing of this 
unbounded strength ? 

We should be inclined to say, perhaps, a very active 
working character, one that will do great things and 
attract great admiration ; but this word says : " Unto all 
patience and long-suffering with joyfulness " — a charac- 
ter that the world might call very poor and mean-spirited. 
Oh, when will God's people learn to view characters and 
actions and circumstances from God's stand-point ! 
When shall we habitually recognise that the things 
which are highly esteemed among men are abomination 
in the sight of God ! The worldly-minded man (what- 
ever his profession as a Christian) looks at the gentle, 
patient, long-suffering follower of a lowly Master, and 
turns away with ill-concealed scorn. God weighs the 
meek and quiet spirit in the balance of the sanctuary, 
and pronounces it " of great price." Oh, for a long- 
suffering which will not be exhausted, and a forbearance 
which will endure unto the end ! 

But this is not all. Nothing wears down the spirit or 
wears out the power so much as continued trial, and yet 
we are called " to Ipng-suffering vdth joyfulness.** " The 
waters wear the »tones," — God is educating us here to 
fit us for our position in the kingdom hereafter. Dear 
friends, it is well to submit ; it is better to rejoice. It 
is much to say, '' I was dumb, I opened not my mouth." 
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It is more to count it all joy when you fall into divers 
temptations. Men will see yon have meat to eat, of 
which the world knows not, when you can meet daily 
crosses and live among unreasonable people without 
losing the sunshine on your brow or the music in your 
voice — ^when you can suffer much and suffer long ''with 
joyfulness." 
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C^< ditmalt WSiathtx$* ^iblt Class* 

COLOSSIANS i. 12 — 18. 

" Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to 
be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light : 

** Who hath delivered us from the power qf darkness, and hath 
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son : 

** In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 
forgiveness of sins : 

'* Who is th^ image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every 
creature : 

*' For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible^ whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all things were created 
by him, and for him : 

'* And he is btfore all things, and by him all things consist. 

*' And he is the head of the body, the church : who is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead ; that in all things he 
might have the pre-eminence" 

I THINK there is an evident connection between this 
verse (twelfth) and the close of the eleventh, for, if 
anything would help us to be patient and long-Buffering, 
wonld it not be the sense of our Father's unspeakable 
love ? What will the toils of the wilderness seem when 
the kingdom is full in view ? 

^'Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet." It seems as if there was something here of 
the spirit of the fifty-first chapter of Isaiah, where we 
are told to '' look to the rock whence ye were hewn, and 
the hole of the pit whence ye were digged." Am I, a 



76 NOTEB OF BIBLE CLASSES. 

redeemed Binner, to be impatient or weary of others 
when God has done such great things for me : I, who 
deserved nothing ; I, who am utterly unworthy of the 
least of His mercies ? 

There has been a good deal of discussion about 
these words, much that is unprofitable. It is wonder- 
ful how we waste time disputing about words, when 
we ought to be learning deep and holy lessons of 
truth. Volumes are written, it may be, upon the critical 
meaning of some particular word, while the great 
teaching of the passage is forgotten. One of the last 
messages of a dear and aged servant of God before he 
was taken away was : '^ Tell the dear Christians not to 
be disputing about words and questions, but to be ever 
found ' looking unto Jesus.' " Oh^ that we could all 
learn this, and show greater anxiety to ascertain the 
practical teaching of the Word of God ! 

Let us, then, look at this verse, and ask what are the 
lessons God designs to teach us. It has been one of 
the great points of discussion, whether the meetneaa 
spoken of here has to do with sanctification or with 
justification, — whether it has to do with the believer's 
standing in Christ, or with the work of the Spirit in the 
believer. I think the point that may help us to under- 
stand it is the fact, that it is the Father who is here 
brought before us. We know that all the Persons of 
the Holy Trinity are engaged in the work of a sinner's 
salvation ; but, generally speaking, when inwrought 
holiness is alluded to, the Spirit is brought before us. 
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Here it is the Father. What, then, is the meetness if it 
be the Father's work ? Perhaps the passage might be 
rendered thus: '^ Capable of being partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light." We who were 
outside, we who were foreigners, outcasts, has He made 
meet to share in the glorious inheritance of the saints. 
The Father gives the meetness of adoption, and this 
includes everything else, because it is the first step : it 
is the putting the pardoned sinner into the place of the 
child, — ^the outcast into the kingdom ; and if we are 
made meet to be adopted, surely we shall be made meet 
in every other respect. The work of the Spirit is all 
assured to us, — the adopted child will be made the 
obedient child. An old writer says : *' This meetness 
has to do with the present and the future ; " and 
perhaps it has. The same thought is conveyed in the 
words, '' partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
light.'' It is not to be attached entirely either to 
our state here or to our state hereafter; it is the 
bringing us into a place in the kingdom of God, which 
makes us inheritors of all that belongs to the portion of 
His saints. 

*' The inheritance of the saints in light." It is 
sometimes asked, does this mean the saints who are 
walking in light now as the children of the day, or does 
it refer to the saints who will walk in the eternal glory 
by-and-by? May it not mean both? The light in 
which the saints walk now is merely the antepast of that 
glory in which they will walk hereafter. When you are 
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brought into the Father's fiunily, yon inherit all that 
belongs to that family — the present privileges and the 
future inheritance. It is well for us to pause and ask, 
'* Am I a partaker of the inheritance of the saints in 
light ? have I been brought into the glorious light here, 
in anticipation of the perfected light — that morning 
without clouds — ^which mine eyes shall behold in the 
kingdom above ? 

The thirteenth Terse is very beautiful, following upon 
this : '* Who hath deUvered us from the power of 
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
His dear Son." The words, '' Who hath deUvered us 
from the power of darkness,** seem in contrast with 
"the inheritance of the saints in light" and ''hath 
translated us into the kingdom of His dear Son.** We 
have, as it were, the figure of two countries brought 
before us: the one lying under the cloud of sin and 
darkness, and the deep shadow of the curse ; and the 
other, the kingdom of light and blessedness. God 
takes us out of the one, and translates us into the other. 
I beUeve ''the power of darkness" does not merely 
mean Satan, but that kingdom which is under darkness, 
in the cloud and the shadow of death. It is out of this 
we are transplanted into that of " His dear Son," or, as 
it ought to be rendered, " the Son of His love.** How 
emphatic are those words ! Is it not the greatest act of 
loving-kindness which God the Father could show to 
any soul, the highest honour which even He could 
bestow, to put the one so honoured into the kingdom of 
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the Son of His love, to bring him into commnnion and 
fellowship with Jesns, the One whom He loves? If 
ever we are inclined to mnrmnr, let us call to mind this 
thought — once an outcast, now a child, an heir of the 
kingdom, a joint heir with the Son of His love ! Surely 
the song of praise will be on our lips, not now and then, 
but we shall echo the words of the Psalmist, '' While I 
live will I praise the Lord," &c., Ps. cxlyi. 1, 2. I 
think we should hear Christians talk less of being 
slighted or undervalued, of being misjudged or over- 
looked, if the overwhelming sense of mercy, unmerited 
mercy, with its far-reaching consequences, were filling 
our hearts. Let us ever be giving thanks unto God 
for His unspeakable gift, and we shall surely learn 
to go in and out among our fellow men thankfully and 
joyfully, and to do all things without murmurings and 
disputings. 

Verse 14. '^ Li whom we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins." It seems as if 
this were the qualification for the possession described 
in the 18th verse. We could not have been put into the 
new country, translated into the kingdom of light, 
without the washing with the blood, the cleansing of the 
stain; but, having redemption through His blood and 
the forgiveness of sins, we can enjoy fellowship with the 
saints and with the household of God. I beUeve one 
great reason why so many people are not strooger in the 
service of God is that they have no clear sense of accept- 
ance. Now, how can we teU a sinner of a salvation which 
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we are not sure we onrselyes have received ? We may 
speak ihe tmth clearly and eloqaenUy, and many do; 
we may say a great deal that is good and very important ; 
but we cannot speak with the power of one who, like the 
apostles, testifies of that which he hath seen, and speaks 
of that which he knows. It is a poor weak testimony if 
we cannot say in speaking to a sinner's sonl : " This is 
the Saviour that I have found ; He has healed me, He 
will heal you." We may, or we may not, be able to 
give any very definite account of the day or hour when 
we first beheld Jesus as ours : I believe in this respect 
there are varieties of leading; but if we cannot say, 
'' This is the Saviour that has rescued me, this is the 
blood that has washed me, this is the salvation which I 
myself have experienced," there must be a lack of power 
about our testimony. And I would say to any dear 
worker for the Lord who is not clear upon this point, do 
not be satisfied until you can say, " He loved me and 
gave Himself for me." This full conscious confidence 
honours your Lord, and strengthens your hands. You 
want it now for service, and, depend upon it, you will 
want it in the hour of death. It will not do amid 
the swellings of Jordan to enqvi/re for the land 
whither you are going^t will not do when the enemy 
is coming in like a flood, to meet him with a per- 
adventure — it will not do amid the weakness and anguish 
of a dying bed, to have to feel for the rock on which you 
stand. Let it be a settled point to-day that Jesus Christ 
is yours, and, come what mafy, in service or in suffering, 
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yon will find that He is '' the same yensterday and to-day, 
and for ever." 

In these next verses, we have one of those paren- 
thetical passages, though not strictly speaking a paren- 
thesis, which we find in the writings of St. Panl, and 
\diich we may often notice in this very connection. 
When he mentions the Savioor of sinners, the name that 
is above every name, he goes off as it were into a strain 
of exalting admiration; — ^that inspiring thought must 
have room to expatiate — that wondrous key-note must 
have its variations. He loses himself for a little while 
in adoration of his Lord, before he can go on with his 
argument. It seems as if he did so here, verse 14, 
" In whom "—even " the Son of His love " — " we have 
redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness of 
sins ; who is the image of the invisible God, the Firstborn 
of every creature," or, as it has been translated, '' the 
First-begotten before every creature." 

But first, '^ who is the image of the invisible God?" 
This can only be said of the Lord Jesus Christ. We 
know an image is a counterpart, it' iB the same thing 
over again, it is more than a reflection in a mirror, it is 
more than a likeness. We have a similar expression 
concerning the Lord Jesus Christ in 2 Cor. iv. 4 : '' In 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the eyes of 
them that believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them." Again, look at Hebrews i. 8 : '' Who being 
the brightness of His glory and the express image of His 
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person ;" that is, jtist as closely resembling the Unseen 
One as the impression of the seal upon the wax resembles 
the seal itself. 

Perhaps there is a meaning here in the contrast of 
the ''image '' with the "inyisible/' because an image is' 
a thing seen. Jesns is the yisible expression of the 
invisible God. All through Scripture we find this to be 
the characteristic of the Son of God in His mission upon 
earth ; He is the revealing of the nnseen Father to His 
children. So in His title of '' the Word/' God speaks 
to His creatures, who could not otherwise have understood 
Him, by that Word. Jesus Christ is the declaration of 
God, whether you think of Him as the shining forth of 
a light which in its brightness no mortal eye could bear 
to look upon, as the Word breaking the eternal silence, 
or as a visible image representing the invisible essence. 
Let me say it again : Jesus Christ is the Light shining, 
the Lnage representing, the Word speaking. '* No man 
hath seen God at any time, the only begotten Son which 
is in the bosom of the Father He hath declared Him." 

I think it is important that we should very clearly 
explain this in all our teaching and Bible classes. One 
of the greatest difficulties is to bring very deep truth into 
very simple language ; and, in speaking to poor ignorant 
people, we may have to throw it into a great many 
different forms before it is clearly understood. But never 
give it up, for when a mind grasps this manifestation of 
God in Christ, it lays hold of the truth of revelation, 
1 Timothy iii. 16. We know it is only the Spirit of 
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God that can really enlighten a sool, but let us see to 
it that we have that Spirit's teaching oorselyes — 
that we have laid hold of the truth we desire to com- 
mnnicate. Oet a grasp of yonr subject and then 
iUuBtrate. break up, depict-use every possible means- 
give milk to babes and meat to those of riper years ; and 
fbove aU, pray, pray, pray without ceaslngland rest 
assured that your labour shall not be in vain in the 
Lord. 

There is probably another thought in the Apostle's 
mind in these verses. The first Adam was made in the 
image of Ood and he lost it ; the second Adam came to 
carry out perfectly that which the first Adam had entirely 
fifciled to do. Adam was wrecked immediately, but there 
could be no wreck with the second Man, who was *' the 
Lord from heaven." The great object of the devil from 
first to last has been to make a ruin of God's work ; and, 
when he found Adam and Eve as an innocent man and 
woman in Paradise, he saw he could not hinder their 
blessings, unless he could wreck their holiness; and 
so, artfrilly and fatally, he did it. The great and 
glorious work of Christ is just the restoration of that 
holiness — the re-assertion of His Father's honour — the 
restitution of all things. 

Again, " the Firstborn of every creature " is a very 
remarkable expression. Perhaps it would convey more 
to a Jewish mind than to ourselves, the firstborn always 
took such a high place in a Jewish family. The term 
implies not only primogeniture, but unrivalled dignity; 
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the Firstborn took a place that no other would attempt 
to invade. We see these two thoughts in Psalm bcmx. 
After speaking of the Bedeemer under various characters, 
the Psalmist brings us to the rights of primogeniture, 
the dignity of the Firstborn in verse 27. 

Perhaps in order to see clearly the bearing of this 15th 
verse f we may divide it into these two heads — ^the First- 
bom in the natwral creation, verse 16, and the Firstborn 
in the new creation, verse 18. It puts Him into the seat 
of dignity in both, '' who is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of every creature," or of all creation. 
Now let us carry on that thought, verse 16, " For by 
Him " — or in Him — "were all things created that are in 
heaven and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principaUties, 
or powers : all things were created by Him and for Him." 
There He is the Firstborn in creation. Then, verse 17, 
" And He is before all things," in the eternity of His 
Godhead, ** and by Him all things consist " — He, who 
created, upholds, or holds together. And now comes 
as it were another branch of the subject : " And He is 
the Head of the body, the Church, who is the Beginning, 
the Firstborn from the dead, that in all things he might 
have the pre-eminence." He takes His place as the 
Firstborn in the new creation by virtue of the resurrec- 
tion, as He had before taken His place as the Firstborn 
in the natural creation. It seems almost as if the 
Apostle gave him three thrones. He places Him in His 
original position with the Father as the Son of His love, 
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and enthrones Him there ; then he places Him before 
us as the Firstborn in all creation, and enthrones 
him there; and then as the Firstborn in the new 
creation — ^the First-begotten from the dead — ^the Head 
of the Church — and enthrones Him there. This is a 
wonderful passage. It has been said of it, that the 
archetypes of all existence are to be found in Jesus ; as 
though in Him there were patterns of creation in all its 
varied phases. There was nothing created that was not 
embodied in Him : He contained within Himself the 
pattern of every thing yet to be exhibited (1 Ghron. 
xxviii. 12), and when it actuaUy sprang into being it was 
all by Him, and all for Him. In order to get the fall 
meaning of the words in the 16th verse, we must read it : 
''For in Him were all things created/' and then ''all 
things were created by Him and for Him." It is so 
mighty a subject that perhaps we can better medi- 
tate upon it than explain it; but let us at least 
take away this thought, which we find pervading the 
whole Word of God, that the great glory of the 
Father will be in the exaltation of the Son from first 
to last. He came out of His bosom as the Beloved 
One from all eternity: He came to be the Incarnate One, 
and so to be the image of the Father. He came to 
gather in a redeemed Church by the work which He 
performed on earth, and He is gone back again to the 
Father to represent that redeemed Church before the 
throne. And when He comes forth again from the 
Father's presence, it will be as the Eingly Bridegroom of 
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that saved and sanctified Church; then "every knee 
shall bow before Him, and eveiy tongne confess that He 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father/' 

Ver$e 18, last clause. " Who is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in all things He might 
have the pre-eminence." Look at Psalm ii. 6 — 7 : 
'< Then shall He speak nnto them in His wrath, and vex 
them in His sore displeasure ; yet have I set my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion. I will declare the decree : 
the Lord hath said nnto me. Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begotten Thee." Here we find God the Father 
speaking to God the Son, and putting Him into the 
throne of authority. Do we enquire as to the foil mean- 
ing and application of this passage ? St. Paul quotes 
it in his sermon at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts ziii. 82), 
and distinctly connects it with resurrection blessings. 
We seem to see the wave-sheaf carried in as the first- 
fruits of the coming harvest (Leviticus xxiii. 10, 11.) ; 
we behold Jesus as the Firstborn in resurrection enter 
the courts of heaven, saying as it were by anticipation, 
" Behold Me and the children whom Thou hast given 
Me." 

In Bevelation iii. 14, the Lord Jesus anpounces Him- 
self as the Firstborn : " These things saith the Amen, 
the beginning of the creation of God." It seems to 
imply the same thought as we have in Golossians — ^that 
He is the beginning of the creation of God, both in the 
universe itself, and in the Church of which He is the 
Head, and resurrection glory is the very climax of His 
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pre-eminence. Again, look at Bevelation i. 18 : '' I am 
He that liyeth and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
eyermore." That is your security both for the resurrec- 
tion of the body and for the preservation of the soul 
which He has redeemed. He jnst stands before you as 
the Bisen One — ^the One who has overcome death — ^the 
One who has fought the great fight and vanquished the 
enemy ; who has passed through the grave and gate of 
death and come out on the other side ; who has breasted 
the cold wave and climbed the opposite shore. In this 
verse there is something to my mind of deepest consola- 
tion. I do not know any words of such unspeakable 
comfort to God's weeping and bereaved ones. '' I am 
He that liveth " — but it does not stop there — ^' and wan 
dead, and behold I am alive for evermore." I am the 
One that lives on the other side of death — ^the One who 
has gone down to the cold depths of the tomb and come 
safely up — the One who has seen the darkness there» 
the terrors of the curse, and has left it all behind. And 
then, as a consequence of this dark descent and this 
accomplished victory, it is added : " and have the keys 
of Hades and of death " — ^' I am the keeper of the ran- 
somed spirit and of the sleeping dust ; " as if He would 
tell us that, when the body is put into the tomb. He 
turns the key, takes it out of the lock and says : ** No 
hand but Mine shall ever touch that sacred clay; no 
voice but Mine shall ever speak that body into resunrec- 
tion glory.'' Does it not give us a sense of unutterable 
safety? Jems locks the grave — Jesus takes the key; 
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we can trast Him with the dearest thing we have on the 
fiebce of God's earth. 

But, again : *' That in all things He might have the 
pre-eminence/' We cannot find a spot in all the creation 
of God where Jesus is not the pre-eminent One — not a 
place in all the redeemed Ghnrch of God, in its service 
now and its ^ory hereafter, in which Jesus does not 
justly take His position of Headship. It is such grand 
simplicity^ I have often noticed how dying saints come 
to this point — ^it seems the focus at which all saved ones 
meet. One who has but lately gone home said: "All 
my religion is summed up in one word — Jesm.'* And 
is it not a mercy that it is so? There are so many 
degrees of intelligence, so many stages of intellectual 
development among the children of God, such different 
degrees of educational acquirement, that it is well, from 
the babe to the oldest saint in the family of God, we may 
come to this — our religion is all summed up, as we say, 
from the depths of a soul that has wept at the cross and 
triumphed at the open grave, ^'Jema, the Son of His 
love." 

One more practical word before we leave this blessed 
verse: "That in all things He might have the pre- 
eminence." Let us be very jealous of any.creed or any 
opinion that does not give Jesus His right place as the 
Head of the Church, not only in His crucifixion, but in 
resurrection also — Firstborn in the resurrection. 

It is true, we caimot give too much prominence to the 
work of the Lord Jesus as the crucified One, but we 
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may hide the resurrection behind the cross. It is pos- 
sible to dwell on the wonnds and bmiseSy the thorns and 
the spear, not too nmch, but to the exclusion of the 
victory ; and, after all, the wonnds, and the thorns, and 
the sufferings, and the grave, would have been a fruitless 
endurance without the opening of the tomb, for they 
would only have proved Satan's hate and Jesus' unut- 
terable love, and exhibited that bitter hate slaying that 
incarnate love. The crucifixion was the bruising of the 
Saviour's heel ; the resurrection is the bruising of the 
serpent's head. 

I think, too, we should be very guarded in our study 
of some books which, while they have a great deal of 
beautiful teaching in them, and are exceedingly attractive, 
especially to young Christians, yet have a tendency to 
leave their readers, if I may so say, amid the shadows that 
preceded the morning of the third day. There is a sort 
of sentimental dwelling upon the sufierings of Christ, 
and a hiding away of the glorious truth of His resurrec- 
tion. There is much of this in Home's services of the 
holy week. Beautiful and touching as their observance 
of Good Friday may be, the conception is designedly 
imperfect, and surely unscriptural ; there is sentiment, 
and poetry, and painting, and much, we doubt not, of 
sincere devotional feeling, but not the simple presentation 
of Jesus, *' who liveth and was dead " — of the truth of 
God in all its length and breadth and depth and height 
to the sinner's soul. Let us beware of making a picture 
to be looked at, where God reveals a truth to be believed, 
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of acting a drama, instead of ianflting a lining Lord, of 
giving God morbid feelings, in place of a heart's alle- 
giance. Ton may take the Lord Jesns Christ as the 
crucified One, the braised One, the wonnded One, the 
accused One for yon; bnt nerer forget that all this 
soffering was only the gate of victory — the road to 
conquest. He might hare been the bleeding, wonnded, 
agonising man, and yet have been no Sayionr for 
sinners — ^the conquered one rather than the conqueror, 
— and therefore did the apostles so emphatically preach 
*^ Jesus and the resurrection." They loved their Lord 
certainly as much as we do, and must have been as 
much in cfympathy with His wounds and sufferings as 
ever we can be ; they had seen the cross — ^had stood 
beside it on Calvary — ^had heard the bitter anguish of 
that cry — ** My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken 
me?" Some of them had actually behdd the blood- 
sweat in Gothsemane ; and yet, when they came out to 
preach Christ's gospel to a world of sinners, what was 
their message ? We do not find them engaged in drawing 
sensuous pictures, or harrowing the natural feelings to 
excite religious emotion; but we find them, in all the 
fulness of Pentecostal power, simply preaching " Jesus 
and the resurrection." 

We might say much more, but let us rather pray that 
God may make us very wise, very careful, and very 
hrnnhle. Bemember that truth is very humble, and 
error is very positive: truth is very thirsty to know 
more, error is well pleased and satisfied with its own 
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knowledge, and thinks itself far in advance of other 
people. 

May the Spirit of the living God teach each one of us 
His own truth, and make us long to sit like children at 
the Master's feet, that every day we may hear His voice, 
and understand more and more what the will of the 
Lord is. I think the nearer we get to the great re- 
vealing day, the more conscious we are how little we 
know. We are in our school days, learning our first 
lesson — the first and the last — ^the name of Jesus ; and 
oh ! (thank God we can lisp it now) we shall sing it ere 
long in ''the city of the living God, the heavenly Jem- 
'' salem, with an innumerable company of angels, with 
'' the general assembly and Church of the firstborn, and 
'' with the spirits of just men made perfect." 
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FBIAKS' MOUNT, BETHNAL GKEEN. 

Isaiah xl. 27—81. 



" Why safest thout O Jacobs and speaheH, O Israel, My way 
is hid from the Lord, and my judgment is passed over from my 
God? 

*' Scut thou not known f hast thou not heard, that the ever- 
lasting Ghd, the Lord, the Creator of the ends qf the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching cf his 
wnderstandvng* 

** He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have no 
might he inoreaseth strength, 

** JSven the youths shall faint and he weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fall s 

** But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength ; 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint," 

I SUPPOSE there is no text that comes more fre- 
quently before the minds of God's labonrers than 
that much needed one, *' Let ns not be weary in well 
doing/' Gal. yi, 9. 

The thought o{ fainting is constantly taken up in 
Scripture, doubtless because He knows how the pressure 
of work, with its many disappointments, tells on His 
poor children. I speak of His own, true, converted 
people ; for when we address ourselves to workers, we 
meet them, pre-supposing that they are Ood*s workers, 
that they are labouring in His vineyard, with the con- 
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straming love of a grateful heart, just because they want 
to serve Him who has done so much for them. 

Yet I think we often meet, as faint workers, weary 
workers, and it is to these the Lord addresses Himself 
in this passage. We know — He has told us — ^that " in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not." 

That word faint occurs four times in the verses we 
have just read. First, in verse 28 ; it is spoken, as it 
were, half reproachfully to an unbelieving heart. It 
seems as if the prophet is dealing with one who had 
been judging God by human eyesight and human 
standards. The unbelieving heart is reproached for not 
knowing — not rememhering — ^that the Everlasting God, 
the Lord, the Governor of the Universe, the Creator of 
the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary. 
The prophet says to such an one : '' Tou suppose He has 
forgotten you, you are suspecting that God's eye is not 
upon you, that He has passed over you as too insignificant 
to be noticed ; have you never heard that He does not 
weary, that He never faints, that He is never worried by 
minuteness or overwhelmed by vastness ? If He were a 
man you might thus judge Him ; but have you not heard 
from the lips of others, and learnt in your own experience, 
that He never overlooks or forgets one among all His 
children that are scattered up and down in this wilderness 
world?" 

It is remarkable that He is brought before us here as 
the Creator. It has reference, I think, to the 26th 
verse.: " Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
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created these fhingSy that bringeth out their host by 
number : He calleth them all by names by the greatness 
of His might, for that He is strong in power ; not one 
fjaileth." Try and take in the thought that this mighty 
Creator is yonr tender, considerate Father, yonr nnfiEdling 
Friend. David beantiftdly connects the two thoughts in 
Psahn Tiii. Sometimes we get so weary that we want 
something ajtogether fresh and new to look upon. Does 
it not seem as if the prophet was dealing with one in 
such a state of mind ; and he says, *' Lift up your eyes 
on high, and behold who hath created these things :" 
there is no fiednting, there is no failure in the orderings 
of creation. The inanimate world around and above 
you has blessed lessons for you. It reminds us of that 
story of Mungo Park, which many of us will remember, 
when, as he was travelling in the desert, he was attacked 
and stripped of all his clothing by a band of savages, 
and even his brave spirit was on the point of giving way, 
when suddenly, in a little nook under a rock, his eye 
caught sight of a beautifdl piece of moss in fall fructifi- 
cation ; the thought struck him — Is it likely that He 
who has taken care of this little plant and provided for 
its need has forgotten me ? Once more he struggled on, 
and his life was saved. So the prophet here calls us to 
look up at God in creation. Has not that same God 
said, ^'Te are of more value than many sparrows ?'' 
again, '^ The hairs of your head are all numbered ;" and 
*^ Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow." Ton are 
much more precious in your Father's eyes than all these. 
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It is well to look at God in all the characterB nnder 
which Scripture represents Him to us. People some- 
times say, '* Oh I like to read such and such parts of 
Ood's word ; the New Testament is much more helpful 
to me than the Old ;" but I believe we may pick and 
choose until we become great losers by it, we never 
really know the value or beauty of the Bible till we look 
at it as a great whole, and see how every part fits into 
its proper place. So it is as to God's character; we 
must look at Him as the Almighty Jehovah — ^the Great 
I Am; as the Governor of the universe, and as the 
Creator of the ends of the earth. Again, there is this 
thought in verse 20 : that when we look up at the stany 
firmament, we may be sure that because He is the 
Creator He will be the Sustainer {see Colossians i. 
16, 17) ; that because He is so strong in power they 
never go wrong ; that because He spangled the heavens 
with uncounted worlds, therefore He guides their move- 
ments. And then comes the application, and the prophet 
says : '^ Ebve you not known enough of His faithfulness 
to check these murmuring, unbelieving thoughts; do 
you not know who that One is who has pledged Himself 
to carry you through every sea of tribulation and over 
every mountain of difficulty ; that there is no failure, no 
vacillation with Him ?" Just as we read in James i. 17 : 
^* With whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turn- 
ing " — not the least shade of variation — " Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever." 

" Well," but some may say, " if He fainteth not, what 
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has that to do with qb ? I do not belieye He will faint ; 
I am not afraid of trasting Him with my soul ; I do not 
doubt that He will carry out the work He has begun in 
me and lead me safe to glory. Indeed, I am confident 
in His power to carry me through all. It is not He that 
fails, but it is I that faint; it is for my work I tremble, 
I do it so badly ; I fail in the performance of it : I have 
no strength, no wisdom. Ah ! have we not said it again 
and agam, it is all well with me as to my soul's salva- 
tion, but there is this great, this solemn work among 
souls which I have to do eyery day ? It is too heavy for 
me, I am not fit for it, it weighs me down," — '' Lord, send 
by whomsoever Thou wilt send " (Exodus iv. 18). Now 
look at the next verse : " He giveth power to the faint, 
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength." 
Here we have the outgoing of God's power as well as the 
indwelling of it. Here is the essential greatness of that 
power, and the giving forth of it to those who need^the 
fftiTifing ones, the weary ones, the thirsty ones. He 
imparts it as it is needed, day by day increases the 
amount — larger measure to-day than yesterday, deeper 
draughts this year than last. Ebve you found it so ? Do 
you know what this means ? " He increaseth strength ;" 
gives more abundantly, as well as unfedlingly — expands as 
well as replenishes the vessel of your soul. Oh, for 
fiuth ! — ^mighty fidth ! 



(7*0 he conimimd,) 



The following are the Classes from which the Notes are taken : 
THE MOTHERS' MEETING, 

St. Jude's Lecture Hall, Mildmay Road. 



THE YOUNG WOMEN'S BIBLE CLASS, 

The Broad Street Ward School, 59, London Wall, E.C. 



THE MOTHERS' MEETING, 

\V'riin<-s»tu\, \ o (lock, 

Silesia House, Mare Street, Hackney. 



THE LADIES' BIBLE CLASS, 

riuiiM.I:iV noitnik;laiv^, 11.4s, 

Highbury. 



THE FEMALE WORKERS' BIBLE CLASS, 

(Fortnightly) 13 3> Mildmay Road. 
(Monthly) Friars' Mount, Bethnal Green. 



THE YOUNG WOMEN'S BIBLE CLASS, 

133, Mildmay Road. 



London : Printed by James Truscott & Son, Suffolk Lane, E.C, 



cc 



Gather up the Fragments''' 



NOTES 



1 



OF 




IBLE 




LASSES 



By C. p. 



TAKEN DOWN BY A LADY. 



PART I 

COLOSSIANS 



AND 




ISAIAH XL. 28—31. 



LONDON: 
S. W. PARTRIDGE & Co., 9, PATERNOSTER ROW. 

THE CHRISTIAN BOOK SOCIETY, 22, KING WILLIAM STREET, STRAND. 

1869. 

PRICE SIXPENCE. 

{(Copyright reser'ved.^ 



i 



1 /• 



\" 



NOTES OF BIBLE CLASSES. 



97 



C0 % 4itmah SSorhrs' (Class. 

Col. i. 19—24. 

" ^Fbr it pleased the Father, that in Him should all fulness 
dwell; 

**And, having made peace through the blood of Sis cross, hy 
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; hy Him, I say, 
whether they he things vn earth, or things in heaven. 

« And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your 
mind hy wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled 

" In the hody of His flesh through death, to present you holy 
and unblameahle and unreproveahle in His sight : 

" If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and he not 
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, 
and which was preached to every creature which is wider heaven; 
whereof I Paul am made a minister ; 

" Who now rejoice vn my sufferings for you, and fill up that 
which is hehind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His 
body's sake, which is the Church." 

WE were speaking abont the Lord Jesns Christ in 
His original position, as one with the Father, 
the beginning of the Creation of God; we looked at 
Him as taking priority, head over creation, first in 
resurrection — ^in all things pre-eminent, both in time 
and in dignity, as the first-bom among many brethren ; 
higher than the kings of the earth, exalted far above all 
principalities and powers and every name that is named; 
and now we seem to have it all confirmed and explained 
by this 19th verse : — " For it pleased the Father that in 
Him shonld all fulness dwell." 
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This nniyerBal pre-eminence was vested in Him, be- 
canse it was the Father's pleasnre that all the plenitude 
of the Godhead should dwell in the Man, the Lord 
Jesns Christ. 

To open ont this glorions subject is beyond what oar 
poor finite minds can think of, or human words express. 
I suppose it will take all the ages of eternity to explain 
it ; but it is the Father's will that all honour, all dignity 
and exaltation, should meet in Christ, as in a focus. 
The circles of creation, of redemption, and of glory, all 
have their centre point in Jesus ; and it was the eternal 
thought and purpose of God, that everything should be 
developed in Him and through Him and from Him. 
When we understand our true position, as members of 
His body, we are in no danger of trying to take any of 
the glory to ourselves; for we know full well that the 
members only exist in virtue of the life which flows into 
them from the living Head. Jesus is the one Head, the 
Exalted One, the meeting-place of all the rays of glory, 
the only spot where the Father's holy eye can rest. He 
is the centre of God's universe; and no honour, no 
power, no praise, no crown can be given to any other, 
" that in all things He might have the pre-eminence." 

The word " fulness," in this verse, is a very remark- 
able one. It is used in Eph. i. 28, though in a different 
sense: ''which is His body, the fulness of Him that 
fiUeth all in all." And, again, in Eph. iii. 19, where 
the Apostle prays for his converts '' that ye may be filled 
with all the fulness of God"; perhaps *^ plenitude^* 
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eiqpresses it as well as any English word, beeanse as yon 
know Him, you know the folness of God, and as a 
member of His body you receive from Him of that 
fcdness. 

Verse 20. "And having made peace through the blood 
of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Him- 
self ; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth or 
things in heaven." Here the Lord is set before us in a 
new light. 

The mind of the Apostle seems, as it were, to take a 
retrograde glance, to see by what means He had won 
this position as the First-bom from the dead. He must 
needs go back, and show how Christ must descend into 
death in order to be the First-bom in Besurrection ; 
that position could not be taken without humiliation, and 
deaihf and the grave ; and so, justly and rightfully, the 
Crucified One takes pre-eminence in all things because 
of what He has done for His church, '' having made 
peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to recon- 
cile all things unto Himself.^' I think it is quite clear 
that it is the reconciliation to the Father he is speaking 
of — God the Father, having made peace by the blood 
of Jesus on the cross, reconciles man to Himself — and 
so he goes on : " by ffim, I say, whether they be things 
in earth, or things in heaven." This seems to be the 
grand tmth the Apostle wants to bring out. But, oh ! 
how much the work of reconciliation involved ! He won 
pre-eminence in resurrection by the death of the cross. 

A new view of the wonderfcd work of Jesus is brought 
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befwe us in this 20th veroe : — ^we have not previously 
seen the depths of His humiliation^ have not beheld Him 
as the suffering Man» bearing shame as a malefactor and 
a condemned criminal^ and yet the work of reconciliation 
implies all this. 

Look at Eph. iy. 9, 10. You see Him there taking 
His pkce of dignity^ as the Risen and Ascended One ; 
but in order to do that. He must have been the 
Descended One. It gives us a wonderful view of Jesus 
as the First and the Last : as touching not only the 
very highest pmnt, but also the very lowest! There 
is no spot in the vastness of space that He has not 
visited, and no point in time when He was not. The 
eternity that is passed^ and the eternity that is to 
come, have one centre^ '' Jesus in the midst." He was 
before time^ and He shall be when time shall be no 
more. He says Himself, '^I am the First, and the 
Last : all that lies between I have consecrated by My 
presence. I descended to the lowest, and ascended to 
the highest, thai I might fill all things." He knows 
where to find the archangel in his brightness, and the 
lowest sinner in his depth of misery. He can fit 
Himself into all, and deal with all, by virtue of His 
experience as a man and His infinite greatness as God. 
As very God and very Man He did the work of recon- 
ciliation, bringing back and restoring that which had 
been wrecked by the fall. The work of restitution, of 
gathering up the lost life out of the ruins of death, 
seems a more wonderfcd thing than creation itself; but 
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He did it all. Looking forth from the bosom of the 
Father, He saw that to be the Life He mnst be the 
Besnrrection, He mast gather np life oat of death, He 
mast bring ap a lining charch oat of the darkness of the 
tomb. 

We come now to this mysterioas eiqpression : '^ By 
Him to reconcile oM things onto ESmself." There was 
no restoration, no reconciliation, antil the blood was 
shed. " Having made peace throagh the blood of His 
cross," He reconciles all things to ESmself. The great 
trath seems to be this twice-repeated one : ** By Him, 
I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in 
heaven." Whatever has been accomplished, it is by 
Him ; the whole work is committed to Him, and carried 
oat by 'Him, What these " things in heaven" are, we 
cannot fully say; bat we know there is no difficalty 
aboat the ''things in earth" — ^the wandering sheep is 
broaght within the Shepherd's fold, the prodigal son is 
broaght nigh anto the Father. 

Some hold that the ''things in heaven" inclade 
angelic beings, and think it refers to their preservation ; 
and thas they conclade that all creation is by His death 
reconciled, or broaght into a closer anion with God. 
Bat however this may be, I cannot help thinking we 
have a little light thrown on the passage in Leviticas xvi. 
There we have a description of the Day of Atonement ; 
and after bringing before as Aaron, the High Priest, who 
was to do the atoning work, the passage goes on to say, 
in verse 82 : " The priest whom he shall anoint, and 
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whom he shall consecrate to minister in the priest's 
office in his father's stead, shall make the atonement" 
(showing the office was to be hereditary until the Anti- 
type came, when it ceased for ever by His carrying the 
blood Himself into the Most Holy Place). 

Verse 88. ** And he shall make an atonement for the 
holy sanctuary, and he shall make an atonement for the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, and he 
shall make an atonement for the priests, and for all the 
people of the congregation." There is the great work 
of reconciliation going on through the blood ; and we 
notice among the things mentioned for which atone- 
ment is to be made, is the holy sa/netuary, and, in 
Heb. ix. 22, 28, we learn that the holy place is a t^pe of 
heaven. Now, why the blood is mentioned in connec- 
tion with the holy place, it is not for us too positively to 
say, but it does seem to show us that the work of recon- 
ciliation goes beyond the men and women saved by 
grace; and it may be, that this verse in Colossians has 
the same reference as that type in Leviticus, and that 
reconciling blood was needed even in the holy heaven. 
But we must tread softly; we may well suppose that 
there is a breadth, a length, a depth, a height in the 
work of Christ which we cannot comprehend, and, 
perhaps, beyond what we now require to know — a mystery 
of love never to be fathomed till we see Him face to face, 
and know as we are known. This much we do see, that 
He must needs go down to death that He might '^fiU 
all things,** in order that things which had strayed away 
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from their glorions centre, and lost the smile of the 
Father's presence, might be restored to it again ; and it 
may be, by going down to death He drew other distant 
things to Himself; and that, in some way far beyond 
our mortal ken, He was enabled to give displays of His 
power which, bat for His cross, conld never have been 
witnessed. 

Look at Eph. iii. 9, 10. There is a beantifal touch 
in those verses, showing ns how onr Lord's wondrons 
work would appear before the angels. The Church was 
to be an exhibition to them of the manifold wisdom and 
grace of God. They were to see something in the 
shedding of that blood they had not beheld nor under- 
stood before; a fresh field of observation was to be 
manifested to principalities and powers, '' according to 
His eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ 
Jesus our Lord" {verse 11). 

Truly, they had beheld a little of the glory before : 
they had seen it in the creation of all the heavenly host, 
in the creation of Adam, and the earth over which he 
ruled; but this they had never seen — a lost world 
redeemed ; Gentile as well as Jewish sinners reconciled 
to God ; nay, more, brought into closer relationship to 
Him than they had ever been : " For it pleased the 
Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." K it 
had not pleased the Father to give Him all the fulness. 
He could never have emptied Himself as He did. Look 
at Isaiah liii. : " It pleased the Father to bruise Him." 
There is the repetition of that word in verse 10, which is 
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strikiiig : ** And the pleasure of the Lord flhall prosper 
in His hand." Thos God pleased to fill Him, and then 
empty Him — ^to giye Him a work to do in which He 
most needs be bruised by the Father's own Hand ; and 
this pleasure of the Lord prospered '' in His hands/' 
The saying of the lost, the lifting np the fallen, the 
bringing in of a seed was to be counted to the Lord for 
a generation. 

Verse 8. ''Who shall declare His generation?" 
He had no seed to bear His name, none to follow 
Him and to take His place. The perpetuating of 
the paternal name was considered a special honour in 
Jewish fiunilies ; our Lord was cut off in the midst of 
His days. Look at Psalm xxii. 30: ''A seed shall 
serYe Him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a 
generation." There is the seed which shall be to His 
Father's praise ; which shall go on firom age to age, a 
living generation. There will be no failure of issue, no 
cessation of the glory of His name ; for His seed shall 
serve Him, and thus ''the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in His hand.'' It was for the gathering in of 
His spiritual children, the Church of the First-bom 
written in heaven, that He was filled and emptied, and 
then filled again with Resurrection Glory. " It pleased 
the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell." Look 
at Phil. ii. 7 : in proportion to the fidness was the 
measure of the emptying. Wherein did He empty Him- 
self ? " Who was in the form of God, and thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God, took upon Himself 
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the fonn of a servant." Here was the descending: 
having emptied Himself of His glory, and having taken ' 
His place as Man, He went further, " He humbled Him- 
self, and became obedient unto death." Gould He go 
farther ? " Even the death of the cross." He could 
take the death of shame, the criminal's death, as well as 
the death of sorrow, and go down to His tomb branded 
a malefactor — that was the shame; and we are told 
He "despised the shame," because He looked to the 
recompense. Then we come to His exaltation, verse 9 : 
" Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him." In 
proportion to the emptying is the measure of the ful- 
ness ; the exaltation is in virtue of the death ; and the 
glory follows on the shame. This verse in Philippians 
is quoted from Isaiah xlv. 22, 28, where He announces 
Himself as a just God and a Saviour. 

But to return to our passage : the Apostle now comes 
to the practical teaching, and brings us down to the per- 
sonal application : " And you that were sometime alien- 
ated, and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now 
hath He reconciled." There is great force in those words, 
" and you.** The work of Jesus touches us individually 
as lost sinners ; and the Apostle seems to come back to 
this point, as if he suddenly remembered to whom he 
was writing. If we were to dwell for ever outside the 
camp, it would only aggravate our misery to see the 
greatness of Christ's work. But that little word you ; 
it seems to bring us back from the grand sweep of im- 
mensity to our own poor stricken hearts. See it again 
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in Eph. L: we hsTe there the ^ory of Jesus deseiibed 
from the middle of the 20th Terse to the end of the 
chapter. Bead it thus : '* Whieh He wron^t in Christ 
when He raised Him from the dead ;" then pass on to 
Terselof chapter ii.: ''^liul jfoa, iriio were dead in tres- 
passes and sins ;" all that lies between, abont Christ's 
exaltation, is parenthetieaL The Apostle eontinnalty 
writes thus. If '' He reconciled" all things to Himself, 
we seem to hear him say, it was a ^ast range for 
almighty power, — ^I camiot say, I am not going to say, 
what that ** all things" may indnde ; hut this I do say, 
*^ He hath reconciled" you — yon who were alienated by 
▼irtoe of yonr descent from Adam ; you who were sepa- 
rated by yonr own personal guilt, ** Being enemies in 
yonr mind by wicked works, yet now hath He recon- 
ciled ;" yon who were both aliens and enemies. 

Is not this beaotifiolly simple ? We may read these 
wonderfol troths in God's Word, till we seem lost in 
their greatness, ahnost oyerpowered by their length, and 
breadth, and depth, and height; and yet wehaye only one 
thing to belieye for onr soul's salvation, one thing to 
say when we go to speak to lost souls : '* Jesus Christ 
came into the world to saye sinners;" to saye you. Is 
not this a comforting thought ? We may feel our own 
intellects yery weak, yeiy feeble in their grasp, quite 
unable to fathom the depths of truth, and yet we can 
carry this simple story of grace, *^ And you hath He 
reconciled ;" this message I bring, not for angels, not 
for people fieur away, not for generations gone by, nor 
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generations yet to come, but for you. The very sim- 
plicity of the message marks it as coming from God — 
God the Almighty One, infinitely beyond and above the 
reach of onr conceptions, and yet stooping to fill the tiny 
vessel of an infant's mind. To be great is always to be 
simple. Let ns remember this in all onr teaching. The 
Bread that sustains and nourishes the life of the whole 
redeemed Church, can be broken into crumbs small 
enough to suit the need of the weakest child in the family. 
And now, as labourers in God's vineyard, let us take 
this message; let us go in and out amongst sinners, and 
tell it everywhere. We want more realising faith; we 
want to be more under the mighty power of the Spirit of 
God, to know what we have received from God. Let us 
be closer and more personal in our dealings with God 
and with ourselves. K He has done all this for me, 
what am I doing for Him ? As the eye of faith passes over 
this ocean of eternal love, does not the question arise, 
" What shall I render unto the Lord for all His benefits 
to me ?" If He gave Jesus for me, if He gave the Son 
of His love to a death of shame for me, what am I doing 
for Him ? Oh ! if we had a larger grasp of what the 
Lord has done ; if we could only see the cross, and the 
thorns, and the nails, and the spear, and listen to the 
deep anguish of that cry, " My God, my God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?" and then hear Him say, amid the 
agony of that cross, " This is My body which is given 
for you ;" do you think we could come away and mea- 
sure out a little time that we could spare for Him, a 
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few sacrifices that we might yentnre to make ? Should 
we not rather exclaim — 

** Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering fisur too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine. 

Demands my life, my soul, my all''? 

Dear Mends, when we hear people talk of those who 
have consecrated themselves to God, and haye found ont 
the joy of spending, not a few honrs now and then, but 
their lives in His blessed service, as if they were going 
too feur, as mere fools and enthusiasts, can we help asking, 
Have yon ever stood at the cross, ever realised what 
that shameful death was, or what it is to be buried with 
Jesus ? Measure, if you can, the love of Gethsemane 
and Calvary, and then answer the question, ** How much 
owest thou unto thy Lord ?** 

Verse 22. *^ In the body of His flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable 
in His sight." 

There is something very emphatic in the words, " the 
body of His flesh,** as if the Holy Ghost dictated these 
words in foresight of the errors that would creep into 
the church, and which soon began to shake the faith of 
believers, as if to meet all that was said by the gnostics 
and other false teachers regarding the human nature of 
our Lord. The words are so minute and marked : ** In 
the body of His flesh; " that body which was capable of 
death, and without which the reconciliation could not 
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have been efTected. The work of atonement must be His 
own, the God-man mnst do it Himself, in that body 
which was prepared for Him. (Heb. x. 5.) 

He became man to save man, ''to present yon holy 
and unblameable and nnreproveable in His sight." It 
has been disputed whether these words have to do with 
inherent or imputed sanctification. It seems to me that 
in the first instance they have to do with justification, or 
with our standing in Christ ; but we can hardly separate 
the two, for what follows seems to imply personal sancti- 
fication : " holy " represents the positive, '' blameless and 
unreprovedble " the negative side of holiness. We are 
to be hallowed vessels unto God, and unblameable and 
unreproveable in the sight of others. It is true that as 
we are in Christ, the Holy One, we are looked upon as 
holy; " Thou art all fair my love, there is no spot in 
thee " (Cant. iv. 7) ; but the saved one must needs be 
the renewed one. We are bom again by the spirit 
to the obedience of righteousness. When a soul 
is brought into union with Christ, the Holy Ghost 
begins to form in that believing soul the image of 
his Lord, and he becomes holy in proportion as he is 
changed into that likeness from glory to glory. The 
Father beholds Christ for us, the Spirit forms Christ 
in us. 

Verse 23. " If ye continue in the faith grounded 
and settled." Are we not told here that the condition of 
our being thus presented is remaining firm and stedfast 
in the faith and hope of the Gospel ? and again it is 
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addedy not being *' moved away'' from what ye have 
heard and believed. That little word " if* has presented 
a difficulty to some minds. Let as not forget that 
God's tmth is one glorious whole, only to be understood 
as He has fitted it together. We hear it said : '' if God 
keeps His saints, how can they ever be moved away ? " 
Ah ! dear friends, the God who opens the golden gates to 
the victor, allots and determines every step of the race, 
and the runner must needs tread the appointed way. 
When we talk about the preservation of the saints, we 
virtually assert the persevering of the saints ; we may 
transpose the words, so intimately are they bound 
together, — Reserved, in persevering; persevering, be- 
cause preserved. 

Before we leave this subject, let us look at a few other 
passages bearing on these remarkable words, *Hf ye 
continue in the faith grounded and settled." In John 
viii. 81, our Lord uses a similar expression. Addressing 
Himself to those Jews who professed to believe on Him, 
He says, " If je continue in my words, then are ye my 
disciples indeed;" linking persevering obedience with 
discipleship in an inseparable connection. Again, in 
John XV. 9, 10, "Continue ye in my love;" and then 
comes the emphatic if: " If ye keep my commandments, 
ye shall continue or abide in my love." The sunlight 
of my love is always shining on the upward path of 
steady on-going obedience — ^but nowhere else. Look 
at Acts xiii. 48 and xiv. 22, in both of which we find 
the Apostles pressing upon their converts this con- 
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tinnance in the faith. Observe the whole structure 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, and you will find this 
thought constantly in the mind of the writer. We 
have only time to glance at it now ; but you can follow 
it out more fully for yourselves. We take up the thread 
at chapter iii. 6 (and catch sight of it more or less 
prominently in all the following chapters), '^ If we hold 
fast the confidence." Again, verse 14, " If we hold 
the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end." 

We are then (chapter iii. and iv.) warned by the 
example of wavering, unbelieving, unstable, Israel; 
and in chapter v. we have brought before us the learning, 
obedient Son of God, **made perfect by the things 
which He suffered." 

In the next chapter (chapter vi.) we are exhorted to 
go on unto perfection, in contrast to those converts who 
were incapable of receiving much instruction concerning 
their glorious High Priest (see chapter v. 11), because 
they remained in a childish, infantine state, instead of 
going forward and growing up. In the 11th verse of 
this 6th chapter, we have a solemn reiteration of the 
same truth, enforced by the example of Abraham and the 
Old Testament believers, who, " after they had patiently 
endured, received the promise." Connect this with 
chapter x. 85, 86, and see the two aspects of the word 
promise. There is the giving of the promise — " When 
God made promise to Abraham " — and the receiving of 
the thing promised. ** After he had patiently endured, 
he received the promise." What lies between the two ? 
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Thepatientdoiiigof thewillof God; the oontmnons path 
of penereriiig obedience — we are treading that pathway 
now. We haye the soie woid of promise ; bat the 
glory promised, the blessed froition, is still in the 
distance : and becanse this is so, because many a stony 
pass, and many a hea^y cross lies between, it may well 
be said, "Te haye need of patience," — ^patience to 
endnre, and patience to obey. And, observe another 
thought suggested in these passages, as well as in the 
one we are now primarily considering. This patience 
is not the mere passiTO endurance of a stem necessity : 
the Christian endures as one who is ''begotten to a 
lively hope:" our patience is the ''patience of hope." 
Here, in Golossians, we are so to "continue in the 
fedth, that we be not moved away from the hope of the 
Gospel." In Heb. iii. 6, our confidence is to include 
the " rejoidng of hope*^ In chapter vi., we who believe 
the word of promise, have strong consolation, because 
we lay hold on " the hope set before us." One more 
passage before we leave the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
which seems the climax to all these thoughts. Chapter 
xii. 1, 2, " Let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher 
of fiedth ; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God." Let us 
run, not impulsively, not a little way, halting and flag- 
ging, as faith grows weak and knees are feeble, but run 
with patience ; and in order to this, fix your eye upon 
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the patient One, who has gone before yon, who is the 
Finisher as well as the Beginner ; who never fainted in 
the race, though a shameful cross was to be endured on 
the way ; who never lost sight of the joy set before Him, 
though the dark shadow of Gethsemane and Calvary lay 
between. . Jesus, the Author and the Finisher of faith, 
the beginning and the end, the Alpha and the Omega, 
is your forerunner, and He is the Son over His own 
house, who held fast the confidence, and the rejoicing of 
hope firm unto the end. 

But to return to our passage in Colossians, verse 23 : 
" Orounded and settled" Here the Apostle brings 
before us two thoughts, — ^first, he calls upon us to take 
care that our. faith is grounded on a right foundation, 
that it is not like a house built upon the sand, which 
falls when the storms descend upon it. He would have 
us ascertain that our foundation is good, that our footing 
is secure upon the immovable rock, that otu* faith is not 
built on any mere human creed or opinion, but on Christ 
Himself; and then, secondly, to take care that we are 
settled, " that ye be not moved away by false teachers 
from the hope of the Gospel." Perhaps we may say 
with truth that many are grounded who are not settled. 
They know the truth of God, they have learned it 
intellectually, and even spiritually, but they are unstable, 
and therefore attracted by every novelty, and driven 
about by every wind of doctrine. A little eloquence in a 
preacher, a plausible argument in some new book, and 
they are fascinated, and then, in spite of all their 
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knowledge, driven from their moorings and tossed about 
on an ocean of uncertainty. It is quite true there is no 
point at which we can arrive in the Christian race when 
we cease to be learners ; but wnsetUing is the work of the 
enemy, — ^the teaching of God's Spirit is a steady on- 
going, not a shifting and drifting hither and thither. A 
continued unfolding of the Word of God, the word 
written, and the Word Incarnate, a growing-up unto Him 
in all things. May God keep us grounded and settled, 
that we be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel. 
May He keep us from getting unsettled in these un- 
settling days, when many run to and fro. ^' That wc 
henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, with 
every wind of doctrine." Eph. iv. 14. And may He 
enable us ever to remember that verse in St. Matthew 
xxiv. 18, which may well wind up the thoughts upon 
which we have been dwelling : '^ He that shall end^wre 
unto the end, the same shall be saved." He who has 
passed through storm and sunshine, frowns, and smiles, 
kept by God's hand, unmoved by the scorn of enemies 
or the cowardice of friends, — ^he who continues un- 
shaken, grounded and settled, shall be saved. 

We now come to the closing part of this yerse. 
" Which ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
creature," or in aU creation^ " which is under heaven ; 
whereof I, Paul, am made a minister." 

He seems to say, " The Lord's command to preach 
the Gospel in all the world has been obeyed ; we have 
preached, and you have heard, and that same glorious 
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sonnd has gone out among all nations. Of this world- 
wide Gospel, I, Paul, am made a minister." He takes 
up the same thought as he gaye us in the former part of 
this first chapter — ^that this Gospel was not confined to 
the Colossians, but that it had widely spread on aU 
sides ; that he had been commissioned by God to foe a 
preacher of this universal Gospel ; and that he came tp 
them charged with a message, which God had laid Vfon 
him to deliver. 

And then follows a very beautifiil parenthetical pas- 
sage in verse 24 :— " Who now rejoice in my sufferings 
for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions 
of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake, which is the 
Church." This is a difficult and yet very important 
passage, because it places the Church of God before us 
in its corporate character, as one great whole. We must 
remember there is no such thing as an isolated, inde- 
pendent child of God ; and if all Christians were more 
in the habit of looking at the Church as a Body of 
which Christ is ihe Head, and all the members filling 
their places only as they minister to the completeness of 
the whole, much selfish littleness must needs be swept 
away. I think this subject of the corporate character of 
Christ's Church is not sufficiently dwelt upon. All the 
figures of Scripture represent the Church not only as 
indiindtuilf but as indivisible. For instance, we are 
members of the body, branches of the vine, stones of 
the temple. In each of these, our very existence implies 
relationship to the whole. In neither of them are the 
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component parts complete and self-existent, bnt recog- 
nised only as they fill np their respective places. Oh, 
if we remember that we are ministering members of one 
body, how intimately shall we feel onrselves concerned 
in the welfare of that body ! How impossible it will be 
for as to look at ourselves exclusively, or to exaggerate, 
as we too often do, what belongs to ourselves. How 
often our selfish heaais are inclined to think — " No one 
sufiers as I do, no one has been in my circumstances, no 
one understands me.'' Now, I think one of the lessons 
we may learn by looking at the Church collectively is, 
^' That there hath no temptation taken us but such as is 
common to man," 1 Cor. x. 13. Our circumstances are 
never peculiar, our trials are never singular, and the 
very reaHsation that we are sharing rather than mono- 
polising both the suffering and the consolation, brings a 
soothing balm to the spirit. — 1 St» Pet. iv. 12. 

But we seem here to have yet another thought. St. 
Paul rejoiced in his suffering because he knew that the 
Lord had appointed a certain amount of suffering for 
His Church down here ; and so, as he was called to pass 
through aJBiction, this thought consoled him,7— that he 
was contributing to fill up that which remains on 
behalf of the whole body. The Lord Himself, as the 
Head, trod a pathway of suffering, one which He alone 
could tread ; He bore in His Person, once for all, the 
penal sufferings of the sinner's substitute. The measure 
of that cup was for ever exhausted by the one sufficient 
sacrifice on the Cross. He trod that wine-press alone. 
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But, as the Man of Sorrows, He Was acquainted with all 
the varieties of grief; and though now the Head of the 
Body is in glory, out of the place of suflfering, yet the 
suffering Christ in His body is down here, and every 
member, every suffering saint of God, in every age and 
circumstance, is in iact filling up in his place and degree, 
the afflictions of Christ in His flesh and on behalf of His 
body, and thus leaving less for the whole body to endure. 
The Apostle seems to say, ^^ I have the happy assurance 
that I am bearing afflictions which, as I suffer them, 
fill up what is lacking of the measure of the sorrow 
which Christ has allotted to His whole body ; and, there- 
fore, the more I pass through, the less I leave for the 
whole, * who now rejoice in my sufferings for you.' I 
rejoice that I am bearing a portion of that aggregate of 
sorrow which must be tome by the body before the 
Head appears in glory." Just as we feel, individually, 
when we have passed through some great trial, — "Well, 
dark as this has been, I shall never be called to go 
through it again. Terrible as was the hour of anguish, 
it has passed by for ever:" so we feel, as we think of 
the whole body, " No other saint will have that suffering 
to bear again, now that it has fallen upon me ; that cup 
of bitterness will be pressed to no other lips. The sorrow 
I have borne to-day has abstracted something from the 
measure of unaccomplished sorrow; the afflictions allotted 
are fast filling up ; the once suffering Christ will soon be 
the glorified Christ ; and, when He who is our life shall 
appear, then shall we also appear with Him in glory." 
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C(t <|tmak Kotkers' Class. 

FBIABEP XOXTNT, BETHNAL GBEEN. 
{CmtmuedJromjHiffB 96,) 

Isaiah zL 2a--81. 

** Most iktm not humn f katt ikou not heard, that ike ever' 
lasting Ood, the Lord^ the Creator qf the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither it weary? there is no searching of Mis 
understanding, 

** He giveth power to the faini ; and to them thai have no 
might He inereaseth strength. 

"JSven the youths shall faint and he weary, and the young 
men shall utterly fkll : 

*' But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength j 
they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint" 

I AM quite sure the more we ask from onr God, the 
more we draw upon that exhaustless strength, the 
more we receive. If we had snch large Mth as could 
demand from God more than any child of His had oyer 
yet demanded, I believe he would delight to give it. 
Simple fiedth honours God, and He honours simple faith; 
the childlike confidence that asks for large supplies, and 
has large expectations. It is faith we want, fiaith which 
will undertake much for God, because it realises what 
God will do. We do not venture on Him as those who 
know the vastness of His resources, and the largeness of 
His heart, and so we see stunted puny Christians. 
Oh, there is strength, there is grace enough ! Venture 
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on that ocean of power and you will find the word true, 
" My people shall never be ashamed." Why do we hear 
believers saying *' We cannot do this ; we are not able 
to iindertake that ; we cannot overcome bad habits ; we 
cannot conquer hasty or unamiable tempers ? " Never did 
the Apostle to the Gentiles give more honour to His 
Master than when be said^ ^^ I can do aU things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me." Never do you more 
grievously dishonour Him than whe^ you say, '^ I 
cannot do " what He Bimself commands. 

It is as much as to say, God is not true to His word ; 
for there stands the promise, '^ To them that have no 
might He increaseth strength." 

To make the lesson still plainer, the prophet intro- 
duces a contrast : he brings before ufif hipnan strength ; 
be says : " Summon up all you can of natural power ; 
consider who you would think best fitted to send forth in 
an earthly conflict ; choose the young men whose nerve 
and vigour is at its prime ; " and what follows ? Verse 80. 
^^Even the youths shall faint t^nd be weary, an4 the 
young men shall utterly fall." 

Viewing the matter from a hmxum sta^d-point, tl^s 
may seem strange. We do not expect that the strongest 
and the bravest will utterly fail; but ev^n in natural 
things it fnay be so, in spiritual things it nrnst be so, for 
*' to them that have no loight Se increa^th strength." 

Ah I the Lord wants empty vessels into which to pour 
the fulness of His own strength, and He needs utter 
weakness in which to magnify His own power. 
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Then comes the '*But/* in contrast to this failing 
hnman courage and mere natoral strength. 

Verse 81. '^ But they that wait npon the Lord shall 
renew their strength ; they shall monnt up with wings 
as eagles ; they shall run, and not be weary ; and they 
shall walk, and not fiednt." 

Here we are told that while all others fail. His own 
waiting children shall ^' walk and not faint." And how 
are they described ? First, as those who renew their 
strength, who (as we read it in the margin) change their 
strength, continually put it on afresh, draw new sup- 
plies from the fountain; yesterday's strength will but 
do its own work, leaving no residue for to-day. The 
Christian's power, like the Israelites^ manna, mtist be 
gathered day by day. And then we have the blessed 
assurance that those who seek shall find, those that wait 
upon the Lord shall receive rich supplies. And oh, how 
we need this renewed strength! We know there is 
nothing stagnant in God's creation ; in-flowing and out- 
going seems the law of our being, both in nature and 
grace, and the one just in proportion to the other. 
What is the succession of the seasons but the renewing 
of all things ? What is Spring, but Creation putting 
forth its renewed strength ? Then, again, those who 
understand most about the mechanism of the human 
frame, tell us that an entire change takes place in our 
bodies every seven years, and that a constant wasting 
and receiving is going on : there is change and renewal. 
All God's dealings are ever changing. So with the air 
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we breathe, the light that comes streaming upon us 
every morning, the waves of the ocean that play upon 
the shore, all fresh, and beautiful, and vigorous, because 
never stagnant. This renewing of strength, I wish we 
knew more about it, and were never satisfied without a 
daily and hourly receiving. Depend upon it, if there is 
a labourer in God*s vineyard breaking down for want of 
spiritual power, that one has left off drinking fresh 
draughts from the Spring of Living Water. There has 
been a failure in the waiting, and therefore a failure of 
the renewing. There is a great deal of weakness in the 
Church of God which ought not to be. I do not mean 
natural, physical weakness, because I believe it is in the 
empty, feeble vessel,that our God loves to honour Himself 
the most ; but if there is spiritual weakness, if we have 
not power over the world, the flesh, and the devil, power 
in temptation, wisdom to avoid the snares so often laid 
for our feet, it is from a want of receiving — the supplies 
have been checked somewhere ; or there has not been 
spiritual thirst enough to drink deeply at the Fountain. 
It may be the world, it may be some secret, undetected 
sin, some little fox that has gained an entrance and 
spoiled our grapes ; but, oh ! whatever it be that is causing 
this lack of power, there can be no failure in the Mighty 
One: they that wait upon Him shall renew their 
strength ; and be assured that as this renewing goes on, 
the vessels expand to receive — ^the capacity for holding 
the supply to-day, will be larger than it was yesterday. 
This thought of ever-springing freshness seems strange 
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in the midflt of a world of decay. There is only One of 
whom it can be said: "Thon hast the dew of Thy 
youth/' One with whom it is always morning. One who, 
even in the ohamel-hoase of the tomb, conld see no 
corruption ; it is from this Uving One that we renew our 
strength : '' If any man thirst, let him come unto me 
and drink." 

Oh ! why are so many of Ood's plants withering, 
losing their freshness, getting feeble and puny, when 
they ought to be stronger and stronger ? We see a few, 
alas ! only a few, of whom it can be said that they are 
riper, brighter Christians than they were ten or fifteen 
years ago. We see some who are evidently halting and 
fainting, who haye lost the freshness and joy of their 
first love. Perhaps they were pressed, yeiy soon after 
their conversion, into a great routine of work, and 
thought that, because they began well, all would con- 
tinue well with them; and then, before they were aware, 
and because they forgot to renew their strength, weak- 
ness laid hold on them, and the words of the prophet 
are too sorrowfully true (Hosea vii. 9) ; " Strangers 
have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it not/' 
(If he knew it, he would surely get it renewed.) ^' Yea, 
grey hairs are here and there upon him, yet he knoweth 
it not." There are the marks of decaying strength, and 
he is not aware of iU "And the pride of Israel 
testifieth to bis face." (Ah ! we see where it began.) 
The work goes on, but there is no baptism of x>ower ; the 
machinery prospers, but the anointing oil is lacking ; the 
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labours are abundant, bat the labourer is weak and 
scorched, and weary, because the dew of the morning 
is gone. 

A few more words about this waiting on the Lord : it 
is a frequent Scripture expression. We have it in 
Psalm xxvii. 14: "Wait on the Lord; be of good 
courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart ; wait, I 
say, on the Lord." The exact contrast to Israel's 
conduct, as reproved in Isaiah xxx. 1, 2 ; " Woe to the 
rebellious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, 
but not of me ; and that coyer with a covering, but not 
of my spirit, that they may add sin to sin ; that walk to 
go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth ; 
to strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, 
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt." 

They advise with one another, but they take not 
counsel with Me ; they make many plans, but they do 
not come quietly and secretly to talk with Me about 
their work. **They go to Egypt;" they use the most 
approved means, but there is no waiting at the posts of 
My doors ; they will find it an utter failure ; they run 
about to get the sanction of this and that person, but 
it is of no use, it will all break down and be to no 
purpose. "The strength of Pharaoh shall be your 
shame, and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your 
confusion," verse 8. Now what is the opposite of all 
this ? Look on to verse 15 : " For thus saith the Lord 
God, the Holy One of Israel : in returning and rest 
shall ye be saved; in quietness and confidence shall 
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be your strength." If we have yery little time to spare, 
in which to get advice, hecanse of our great amount of 
work, let us spend what we have with God. Depend 
npon it, you will do more with five minutes of real 
communion with Him, and know better how to act, than 
if you hurry o£f your knees to consult the wisest earthly 
advisers. Christian counsel is very valuable, but it can 
never take the place of our Father's guidance. 

The waiting spirit is the one that hangs upon Him 
even in the busiest moments; that looks up conti- 
nually, and says, ^' I know where my strength is : my 
Counsellor is always at hand, and my guide ever ready 
to direct me." I think every day we learn to be more 
dependent^ and yet, in another sense, more independent. 
We hang more helplessly upon God, not daring to take 
the smallest step without His counsel, getting more and 
more fearful of going anywhere alone, in child-like de- 
pendence, putting our hand into His hand; and yet, as I 
said, more independent, feeling we cannot lean upon man 
— ^we cannot wait for man's approval; thanking God for 
aU the love and help we receive from Christian Mends, for 
it is very dear to us, but still staying ourselves on the 
Mighty One, who alone understands us in the very 
depths of our souls, and as we wait on Him, it may be 
in the secret prayer in our own chamber, or in the 
pouring out of our heart with His children in the prayer 
meeting, or it may be only in the upward glance, in the 
breathing of a sigh amidst the pressure of work — ^yet in 
each and all of these ways continually hanging on Him, 
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and saying, with one of old, " My soul, wait thou only 
upon God, for my expectation is from Him." 

And what will be the consequence ? " They shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not 
be weary, and they shall walk and not faint." 

I suppose on the first reading of this verse we might be 
inclined to say, the order is reversed, the walking must 
surely come before the running or the mounting ; but let 
us ask which is the most diflBcult attainment— when are 
people most likely to faint and grow weary ? not in the 
mounting of a buoyant spirit, or running with alacrity 
for a short distance, but in the continuous on-going 
of daily walking. The sequence here seems to imply 
increasing attainments in the life of faith. The joyful 
soaring of the young believer is followed by the vigorous 
running, and this, again, by the patient, faithful, un- 
tiring walk. 

The illustration of the eagle is frequent in Scripture : 
it implies both strength and constant renewal of 
strength. Look at Psalm ciii. 5 : " Who satisfieth 
thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is 
renewed like the eagles." May we know much of the 
joy of forgiveness, and mount up, as on eagles' wings, 
into the presence of our pardoning God ! may we know, 
too, the joy of service, get strength to run His messages, 
and to go on the Master's errands ; and, then, may we 
learn the patient on-going — ^the hardest of all, because 
contintums, 

"To walk, and not faint:" oh, that we may learn 
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what this means ! When we have the same work to do 
eveiy day, and have wearying, fretftd people to deal 
with ; when the spirit faints, and we are inclined to say 
'' I am sick of all this ! *' when we have to meet di£Bi- 
culties again and again; when we have to go over 
the same ground day after day, and all, perhaps, to no 
purpose, only to have the return of ingratitude or mis. 
understanding for all our love and labour ! Depend upon 
it nothing but waiting on the Lord will do for this, 
and nothing but renewing the strength will meet the 
need* Thank God! the promise is sure: "They that 
wait on the Lord zhall renew their strength ; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not 
be weary, they shall walk and not faint." " Wherefore, 
liffc up the hands that hang down, and strengthen the 
feeble knees." 
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** Slaitmg for % ^ioftianr 

Bom. viii. 28. 

Waiting amid the shadows 

For the blushing of the dawn, — 
Waiting amid the darkness, 

For the sunlight of the mom. 
Waiting, because th' appointed age 

Has not told out its years, — 
Waiting, because a groaning earth 

Has not wept all its tears. 

Toil-worn and very weary. 

For the waiting time is long, — 
Leaning upon the promise. 

For the Promiser is strong. 
Waiting, because some straying sheep 

Are on the mountains still. 
They must be sought, and found, and saved, 

It is the Father's will. 

Waiting 'mid cruel taunting 

From many a scorning foe, — 
Chilled by the bitter night winds, 

The lamp of faith bums low. 
Waiting, because a patient God 

Is pitiful and kind, — 
The seeking Shepherd may not leave 

One halting lamb behind. 

Waiting, 'mid angry billows, 
For the breaking of the light, — 

Heart-sick, and sad, and fretful 
With toiling all the night 1 
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Waitang, beeanse the Master stands 

To watch the risiiig tide, 
And He would have as cast the net 

Upon the other side. 

Waiting, while skies still blacken 

With storm-clonds hanging low, 
Eyes £eu1 with looking upward 

To find the emerald bow. 
Waiting, because the Master's eye 

Is on the ripening grain, 
Th* impatient sickle most be stayed. 

Waiting the ** latter rain." 

Waiting with hands still bnsy. 

Chiding the tears that fiEdl, 
Stopping sometimes to listen. 

If haply He should caU. 
Waiting, because the mighty stream. 

Flows on with ceaseless tide. 
There's room within the palace halls. 

The open door stands wide. 

. Beguiling waiting hours. 

With rapturous thoughts of home. 
Breathing a yearning whisper, 
** When will the Master come?" 

***** 

Hark ! get thee to the mountains, 
There is sound of distant song ; 

The Bridegroom King is coming. 
For His bride has waited lang ! 

C.P. 
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S^je Jftmalt iSSoxkers' (Class. 
Col. i. 26—29. 

" Whereof lam made a minister, according to the dispensation 
qf God tohich is given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 

** Even the mystery tohich hath been hid from ages and from 
generations, but now is made manifest to his saints : 

" To whom God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles ; which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory : 

" Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every 
man in all wisdom ; that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus ? 

** Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, 
which worketh in me mightily" 

IN these verses the Apostle resumes the subject from 
which, in verse 28, he broke off, that he might give 
us the parenthetical passage of verse 24. This gospel, 
this glorious gospel of hope, or hope of the gospel, which 
He speaks of in verse 23 — it is this gospel of which " I 
am made a minister." 

Verse 25 : ^' According to the dispensation of God, 
which is given to me for you." That word *' dispensa- 
tion " has by some been translated " stewardship." The 
same thought is given us in 1 Cor. iv. 1 : ^' Let a man 
so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, i^nd 
stewards of the mysteries of God." 

Then the Apostle adds, in this 25th verse, This is the 
stewardship committed to me, ** to fulfil the Word of 
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God ;** that is, fully to preach the gospel, to bring the 
whole counsel of God before you : not one part of it 
only — not a one-sided view of it — ^but to preach it as one 
great whole. Notice that word "fully,** Perhaps there 
is not a more common mistake amongst ns than taking 
parts of God's Word, or giving undue prominence to 
some favourite portion or doctrine, to the exclusion of 
the rest. God would have us sit down as little children, 
with unprejudiced minds and willing hearts, ready to be 
taught, and to learn the lessons He has in store for us, 
although they may seem strange, and be such as we had 
not expected to learn. If Paul sought fully to preach 
the "Word of God, let us seek fully to learn the Word of 
God. We have all of us more or less received truth as 
it has been cast into a certain mould, or tinged with a 
peculiar colouring; we have imbibed from childhood the 
views and sentiments of our associates; we have laid hold 
of certain portions of religious truth which have been 
taught us, it may be, with an exclusive and narrow- 
minded earnestness, to the neglect of other portions 
equally important; and there is danger lest we should, 
allow these prepossessions or ignorances to hamper and 
cramp us in the study of the Word of God. Again, we 
know well how soon we can imitate a peculiar phraseology, 
and adopt the manner of others, or imitate the style in 
which they have put truth before us. I am quite sure 
that this tends to unreality, and keeps us back from fully 
learning the truth of God. Let us disentangle ourselves 
from the use of set terms, or cant phrases learnt from 
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one another. There is something positively refreshing 
in hearing those persons speak who have lately come to 
the knowledge of the truth, and have not yet learnt a 
stereotyped mode of speech, and whose teaching comes 
with the simplicity of those who have learnt alone in the 
light of God. But, perhaps, after a little while, you find 
those very persons expressing themselves according to 
the phraseology of the sect or denomination to which 
they have joined themselves, and can pretty well decide 
whether they belong to this or that section of the Church 
of God. Sometimes we hear of a Calvinistic way of 
pntting truth, and an Arminian view of truth; or we are 
told that so-and-so holds certain opinions, and so-and-so 
belongs to such a school of thought. Surely a grieved 
Apostle might say to us, "Are ye not carnal?" 
(1 Cor. iii. 4.) Oh ! that we could be simple Bible 
students, sitting down to inquire of our Father, in 
child-like humility, and coming forth with greater fresh- 
ness and more telling power, because our teaching wells 
up from a heart filled at the fountain of living waters ! 
I am quite sure, if we want to be good teachers, we must 
adopt simple language, only using words that are best 
adapted to convey our thoughts, and that give expression 
to the genuine feeling of the speaker ; and let us ever 
teach God's truth a? we have learnt that truth from 
Himself, not as borrowed from another. 

The Apostle goes on to tell us what that "Word was 
which he fully preached, and then gives us a further 
insight into the special nature of his stewardship. 
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Verse 26 : '' Eyen the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest 
to his saints." 

This is a wonderftil yerse, teaching on a wonderful 
subject: the mystery, formerly hidden, now reyealed! 
What is it? You wUl find something about it in 
Bom. xyi. 26, 26 : ** Now to Him that is of power to 
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching 
of Jesus Christ, according to the reyelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 
but now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the 
prophets, according to the commandment of the ever- 
lasting God made known to all nations for the obedience 
of faith." 

This is the same gospel, he says, which has been 
wrapt up in silence during the eternal ages, partially 
reyealed in Old Testament times, lying, as a buried 
treasure, in the depths of Old Testament Scriptures, but 
now made manifest — preached unto all nations. We 
find it again in Eph. iii., where he speaks of himself as 
the Apostle to whom the revelation of this mystery was 
especially intrusted. Verse 2 : " If ye have heard of 
the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me 
to you-ward." Then, verse 5 : " Which in other ages 
was .not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now 
revealed unto the holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit." But the most distinct explanation as to what 
constitutes the mystery is to be found in verse 6 : " That 
the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the same 
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body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the 
gospeL" 

The mystery seems to be the bringing together of 
Jews and Gentiles into one body, of which Christ is the 
Head, as fellow-members of the family, and fellow-heirs 
of the kingdom — saved sinners, both Jew and Gentile, 
united to God's dear Son in a mystical union, to the 
praise of the glory of God's grace. 

This wonderful fact, that redeemed sinners, Jews and 
Gentiles, are both gathered up into Christ, can only be 
made manifest in the dispensation of the Spirit. It 
could be traced out in the Old Testament writings as 
the light of gospel days fell back upon their pages; but 
it was not fully known or distinctly revealed, even to the 
prophets who wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost. 

Perhaps our Lord refers to it when He speaks of His 
own teaching in the form of parables. (St. Matt. xiii. 84): 
'' All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in 
parables; and without a parable spake He not unto 
them." The quotation from Psalm Ixxviii. 2 is remark- 
able ; as if in those parables was wrapt up the mystery 
which had been kept secret for ages, and which the 
Psalmist had predicted should be made known to gene- 
rations yet to come, and which could not even now be 
fully brought to light until the Holy Ghost revealed it 
through the Apostle's preaching. 

Verse 26 : " Even the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and generations, but now is made manifesV^ 



6 NOTES OF BIBLE CLASBEB. 

Had we time to dwell upon that word ** Tnanifeat,'* we 
might gather much teaching from the Scriptures about 
it. Deyelopment is God's law; and the book of Church 
history is just the gradual unfolding and opening out to 
usy in time, of God's purposes in eternity. Let us look 
at that first promise in Gen. iii. 16. Surely here is the 
embryo of all New Testament truth — the scheme of 
redemption wrapped up in a few words. ^' And I will 
put enmity between thee and the woman, between thy 
seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy head, and thou 
shalt bruise his heel." 

There stands the promise — the first promise of God to 
sinning man ; and as, one after another, the prophets 
lived and preached and died, a brighter gleam of light 
fell upon its meaning, till the seed of the woman came, 
and, in the fulness of time, Christ crucified was preached 
among the Gentiles. But I suppose throughout all the 
ages of eternity it will be unfolding to us, and we shall 
learn that all we knew on earth were but '^ parts of His 
ways." As I read it, it often puts me in mind of the 
bulb of a hyacinth. There it is : you hold it in your 
hand, a little brown unsightly thing, and who would 
imagine the beauty it contains ; but you watch it, and 
there is first the sprouting of the green, then the shoot- 
ing leaves, till at last the beautiful flower itself appears, 
and all rising out of that dry, ugly root. So God can 
fold up all He has to do or to reveal in the smallest 
compass. We take up the prophetic scriptures, and the 
blessed seed-corn of gospel truth is there — ^the inwrought. 
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but as yet unrevealed mystery. It was given to the 
Apostle of the Gentiles to open the treasure-house; and 
the light, which in former days fell dimly on seers and 
prophets, now rests in manifesting power on all God's 
holy ones, as we have it here, verse 26: '' made manifest 
to His saints." 

I think we may be said now to be '' searching what, 
or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified beforehand of the 
sufferings of Christ and the glory that should follow." 

It seems that as the prophets wrote, they were utterly 
unable to fathom the depth of their own words ; and as 
they faithfully transmitted predictions they could not 
understand, they were taught, as the Apostle St. Peter 
says, '' that not unto themselves, buf unto us they did 
minister the things which are now reported unto you." 
(1 St. Pet. i. 12.) 

Again, our Lord says, *' I tell you many prophets and 
kings have desired to see those things which ye see, and 
to hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard 
them." (St. Luke x. 24.) As if they had a sort 
of indefinite longing to look on through the mist into 
the days of manifestation to know the truth, that was 
only imperfectly revealed to them in prophecy, type, or 
figure. 

In Heb. xi. 39, we have a little more light on it: "And 
these all, having obtained a good report through faith, 
received not the promise." The promise for them was 
still in the distance; they knew there was some won- 
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drons light yet to dawn — ^they knew they were only a 
portion of the great Church which was to be gathered in, 
that they were only the elder ones of the family ; and in 
patient faith they waited, knowing that the vision is for 
an appointed time. 

Look at one other passage in Daniel xii. 8 — 13. He 
tells ns there very plainly that he did not understand all 
he wrote, and yet was evidently longing for a deeper 
insight into and more light on his own prophecies ; but 
he is told that the time had not come. The Lord says, 
" Go thy way, Daniel ; for the words are closed up 
and sealed, till the time of the end." Thus Daniel 
waited with a sealed book in his hand, while we wait 
with an unsealed, open book. (See Bey. xxii. 10.) Shall 
we not search it ? shall we not seek for more divine light, 
that it may be unfolded to us with greater clearness as 
we walk the journey of life ? 

Turn now to a passage in 2 Tim. i. 9. There the 
Apostle, speaking of the grace which was given in Christ 
Jesus, before the world began, says, in verse 10, '' It is 
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death and hath brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel." Here 
again we have the unrolling of God's truth, in contrast to 
its former concealment — ^its unveiling at the appointed 
time, having been hid in the counsels of God from all 
eternity. He had decreed it in the fulness of time to 
be manifested by Christ Jesus. Scripture teaches us 
that it was in the mind of God before the world began — - 
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that a Chnrch, composed of Jews and Gentiles, redeemed 
by the blood of His Son, should be made one body in 
Him, their living Head. The gospel preached by Paul 
was no new thing. God had preached it before to Abra- 
ham ; but, because the promised seed was not yet come, 
the glorious mystery remained through ages and genera- 
tions a hidden thing. 

Again (Titus i. 2), we read, " In hope of eternal life, 
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 
began, but hath in due times manifested." What a 
wonderful sketch this seems to give, as the eye looks 
back into the eternal ages, and sees the promise and the 
covenant made with Christ the seed of Abraham, and 
then looks forward to the " due time " of its accomplish- 
ment ! Nothing can hurry, nothing can delay the mani- 
festation of the mystery, for all that has to do with its 
unfolding is settled in the eternal purpose. 

But, dear friends, there is one thought that must 
strike us as we look at these wonderful verses. If we 
are living in the days of the fuller manifestation of this 
blessed truth, which angels desired to look into, which 
prophets dimly understood, which our Lord wrapt up in 
parables, how solemn is the responsibility laid upon us 
to study it ! When we think of the time wasted by 
Christians in frivolous conversation, in reading books 
which can profit them little, and then consider what a 
life-study is open to us in this book, worthy of all the 
faculties God has given, we are confounded and ashamed. 
What will it be, when we come to the end of the one life 
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allotted to ns here, to discover that, owing to our own 
idleness and indifference, we have made so little progress 
in the knowledge of the mystery which the Spirit was so 
ready to reveal? shall we not be stirred up, while yet 
there is time, to more earnest study of God's Word, that 
we may seek for His troth as for silver, and search for 
it as for hid treasures, and realise the fulfilment of the 
promise, that they "who hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness shall be filled?" 

Verse 27. " To whom God would make known 
what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory-" 

" Among the Oentiles" That was the point to which 

the Apostle was especially calling their attention — that 

this mystery was never unrolled until the times of the 

Gentiles had arrived. All the mystery is wrapt up in 

the person of Christ, because He is the Life and the 

Life-giving One, alike to Jew and Gentile. All that the 

Church receives is from Him: the life flows from the 

living Head. We cannot speak too strongly on this 

point. There is no life or power either in the Church 

collectively, or the members individually, but as it flows 

from our risen, ascended, glorious High-Priest, who is 

the Head of His body, the Church. So when Christ 

calls to Himself Jews or Gentiles, to compose that 

Church which is to glorify Him for ever and ever, He 

reveals Himself to them and in them as the hope of 

glory ; and, pouring the mighty stream of His own life 
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into theip souls, sends them forth, as messengers of life 
and hope, into a dead and hopeless world. 

" Which is Christ in you, the hope of ghry" There 
has been a great deal of dispute whether the preposition 
should be translated " in " or "among." It is equally 
true either way; for only as we have His life in us now, 
can we have the pledge or embryo of future glory. 
Christ is now our hidden life, and by-and-bye He will be 
our manifested life. There is no hope apart from Him, 
no brightness in the future except as we look at Him. 
Sometimes the mind gets overwhelmed with the great- 
ness of truth, lost in the depths of mystery, dazzled 
with the brightness of the glory. It is well that we may 
just come back to this one thought — ^that we may dwell 
upon the words given to us here, " Christ in you, the 
hope of glory." And when He who is our life shall 
appear, then shall we appear with Him in glory. 

The outer man decays day by day, but the inner man 
is renewed. The earthen vessel may crack, but this 
will only cause the internal light to be more apparent. 
As the tabernacle is taken down, the glory within be- 
comes more visible — the breaking of the pitcher shows 
forth the lamp that bums to the Master's glory. 

Verse 28. " Whom we preach, warning every man, 
and teaching eveiy man, in all wisdom ; that we may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus." 

The ApoTtle briigs us back again to his preaching. 
He has carried us off into fields of exploration, going 
out into the length and breadth, the depth and height 
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of the love of Christ, and Bearching down into the 
mystery God had to show him, when suddenly he 
returns to the practical point, "whom we preach." 
There is a lesson for us here. If we know a little of 
the mystery of God's love, let us tell a dying world of a 
liying Jesus. Is it not a comfort, when we get almost 
bewildered with the greatness of God's truth, just to ask 
ourselves first. Well, what am I to live upon? and also. 
What message have I to take to sinners ? The Apostle 
sets before us not only "Christ in you, the hope of 
glory," but also '* Christy whom we preach." So per- 
sonal, and yet so world-wide! So simple, and yet 
so deep ! An old writer says, " There are shallows 
in God's Word in which a lamb may wade ; there are 
depths in which an elephant must swim." You can 
take the bread of life and crumble it into little lessons 
for an infant's mind; and yet the united powers of 
the redeemed Church can never scale its heights, or 
sound its depths. 

" In all wisdom,** There seems to be the warning of 
sinners on the one hand, and the instruction of the 
children on the other. Bepentance and faith both 
preached, and what for? that we may present every 
man "perfect in Christ Jesus." There is something 
very striking in the individuality with which he regards 
his hearers: " every man,** used three times — "warning 
every man," "teaching every man," "to present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus." The Apostle seemed to 
have an individual interest in each single soul God had 
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committed to his care, that each one might he fall- 
grown and matured ; he was not satisfied that they were 
saved, merely: he wanted them to he taught in all 
wisdom — ^well-instructed helievers. I think we should 
learn a lesson here, — the exceeding value of even one 
soul cannot he over-estimated ; hut let us learn, too, that 
there is such a thing as growing in grace — ^that God 
would not have His children to he always habes — that 
the minister's work is not only to convert, but to edify 
and build up souls. 

Verse 29. " Whereunto I also labour, striving ac- 
cording to His working, which worketh in me mightily." 
If every believer may be said to wrestle, surely this is 
emphatically true of the Christian minister. St. Paul 
not only taught, but laboured. It is the same word as is 
used of our Lord in the agony in the garden (St. Luke 
xxii. 44) : "And, being in an agony, he prayed." Thus 
St. Paul was not satisfied with proclaiming the gospel, 
but he says, I agonise, I strive as in a contest, for this 
convert, for that precious soul ; labouring fervently for 
each one in his prayers. It is just the opposite of any 
thing which can be done easHy. Does it not give us a 
word of counsel for our work? 

Ah ! we know little of this striving in spirit, this 
agonising for souls, which the Apostle speaks of here : 
" Whereunto I also labour, to present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus." True it is that our first object is to 
save souls. We do well to seek out the lost ones, and 
to cry to God on their behalf; but that is not all — we 
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must carry those on our hearts before God who have 
been brought to know Him : must earnestly strive that 
these may be presented full-grown and matured in the 
faith and hope of the gospel. 

And, dear friends, all this is a no easy task. We hear 
people say, " Why do you take up such laborious work ? 
why do you burden yourself with so much care ? why go 
out of your way to deal with difficulty and sorrow?" 
They say in spirit, as one of old, " This be far from Thee, 
Lord. Pity Thyself. Spare Thyself." Is there not a 
great deal of this sort of feeling amongst Christians ? 
They allow a little usefal employment is a good thing ; 
but when it comes to life-work, to spending and being 
spent for the Master, they call it enthusiasm, and tell 
us we are wrong if we forget the claims of society or 
neglect our own interests. What says the Apostle? 
I agonise for souls, as in a contest ; and then he gives 
us his power for labour. He seems to say, I could not 
do it : my hands would soon hang down, and my knees 
grow weak and weary; this agony would wear me out 
very soon; but " I strive according to His working, which 
worketh in me mightily." This is what we want — more 
of Christ in us, more of the Spirit's power ; and then 
there will be a mighty working. We see much natural 
energy and energetic action, and it should all be used ; 
but we must remember that this is not in itself neces- 
sarily gra^ce: we can only really be doing God's 'work in 
proportion as we are striving according to Hu working, 
which worketh in us mightily. Let us ask ourselves. 
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What is our work ? Is it His, nndertaken in His might, 
accomplished in His strength? Are we striving- 
agonising, according to His working in us ? Oh ! we 
shall have blessing, we shall have much power, when 
every hour's service is meastired by His working-when 
we are so filled with the Spirit that He goes hither and 
thither with us. Let us take this passage and make it 
a test of our labour; praying fervently that we may 
neither be self-indulgent idle workers, nor labourers 
going forth in the energy of the €esh, but that we 
may be like the Apostle Paul, laborious in the power of 
the Spirit, " striving according to His working, which 
worketh in me mightily ; " using the measure of talent 
He has given to His own honour and glory. 
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€1p f Bkics' 9ible €bM. 

HIOHBUBT. 

Bbtblatiohb m. 12. 
Hit egeg were as a Jiawte qfjire^ amd (m kU head were many 



THE Terse I haye read BG&nB to be a sort of dimax 
to the sabjects which we haTe been considermg 
for some weeks. 

** On His head were many crowns.** This is the 
danse on which I wish partumlarly to dwell to-day; 
because after we haye been speaking aboat the different 
dispensations, the different dealings of God, in the past 
history of the Ghorch, whether national or indiyidna!, 
I suppose the centre tmth and winding ap of all is this, 
the crowning of Jesus. The Son of Gk)d makes Himself 
the son of Man, and, haying done the work of Atone- 
ment, and taken np the manhood into glory, God the 
Father commands that He shall be crowned, and that 
to Him eyery knee shall bow. 

We find this tmth of the glory of the God-man taught 
in plain language throughout the New Testament, as it 
is scattered throughout the Old in type and figure. 
Our Lord says that it is the will of Grod that ''all 
men should honour the Son, eyen as they honour the 
Father " (St. John y. 23). The same truth is e:q>ressed 
in Col. i. 18 : '' That in all things He might haye the 
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pre-eminence." It is the will of God that He should not 
only be gloriiSed with the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was, bat that He should be 
crowned also as the One who has taken up fallen 
humanity, redeemed it, restored it, and brought it back 
into a place of honor — an honor far exceeding that which 
could have belonged to it in the person of the first 
Adam. He is crowned, not only in virtue of His having 
achieved the work of creation, but also as having accom- 
plished the still greater work of restoring a lost and 
ruined world, by uniting with His own that nature which 
had fallen so low, and in that nature bearing the sinner's 
punishment and conquering the sinner's foe. 

The crowning of Jesus with His many crowns is a 
wondrous subject. He has the crown of Deity, as co- 
equal with the Father. But in what sense does He 
wear many crowns ? We may gather this by comparing 
together various parts of Scripture. Perhaps the three 
principal aspects in which we shall find the crowning 
presented to us are these — Jesus the universal Monarch, 
the Messiah-King of the Jews, and the Bridegroom-King 
of the Church: though these include many others. 

To-day we shall only be able to take one view 
of Him as the crowned Monarch, namely, that under 
which we find Him presented to us in Psalm viii., 
and which is explained and amplified in Heb. ii. It is 
very beautiful to see the somewhat misty shadowing and 
sketching out of truth, in the Old Testament, developed 
and worked out in the New. The one seems to give us 
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the onUiney and the other fills in the details. Here we 
have the Psalmist considering God's wondrous dealings 
in brmging gloiy to Himself by such apparently insig- 
nifieant means. 

Vine 1 : ''0 Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Thy 
name in all the earth ! " literally^ '' Lord, onr 
Governor;" for the Psalm is clearly addressed to God, 
and piaise ascribed to Him, as the Baler or Govemor 
of earth in the person of His Son. 

Verse 2. " Oat of the month of babes and sncklings 
hast Then ordained strength, becaase of Thine enemies." 
It is Thy will to take the babes, and to make them 
trophies of Thy grace, that the enemies may have 
nothing to say — ^to do snch strange work that it may 
still the Toice of the opposer. Oar Lord qaotes this 
Terse in St. Lake x. 21 1 ''I thank Thee, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and pradent, and hast revealed 
them nnto babes." 

It is interesting to find the New Testament taking np 
the language of the Old — ^the little touches given us in 
the one throwing light upon the other. Looking at our 
Lord's mind from the human point of view, it might 
seem as if at this time there came in upon His vision 
a fresh view of God's dealing with sinners — that the 
Father would vouchsafe to take the little ones, the weak, 
unlikely ones, and through them bring glory to Himself. 

Verse 8. " When I consider Thy heavens, the work 
of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars which Thou hast 
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ordained.*^ " When I coBsider Thy works in creation :" 
the Psalmist's mind travels on, and he exclaims, "What 
is man, that Thou art mindful of him?" When we look 
at the greatness of God's works, the thought arises, 
" Who am 7, that He should regard me ? " Then the 
Psalmist, from looking at man coUectiyely, speaking of 
him in the. broadest sense, passes on to man indi- 
yidnally, and adds : '^ And the Son of man, that Thou 
visitest him?" 

Verses 5, 6. " Thou hast made him a little lower 
than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honour. Thou madest him to haye dominion over the 
works of Thy hands; and Thou hast put all things 
under his feet." This was true of Adam till he fell. 
We remember that he had universal dominion, and that 
all the creatures were brought to him to be named. We 
might have only caught a little glimpse of light on this 
somewhat obscure passage, if it had not been opened out 
for us in Heb. ii. The Apostle, after quoting the Psalm in 
verse 6 : '' What is man, that Thou art mindful of him, 
or the Son of man that Thou visitest him ?" goes on to 
say, "We see not yet all things put under him," that is, 
not yet under the glorified manhood. You must carry 
your thoughts from the first failing, sinning Adam 
to the second Adam, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is 
crowned now, but not visibly. He is crowned at the 
Father's right hand, but He has not yet manifestly 
received the crown of universal dominion; in the 
Apostle's words: "All things are not yet put in 
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Bnbjection under His feet." This nniyersal dominion, 
as we have seen, was originally giyen to the first Adam, 
but he lost it; he was God's representative, His yice- 
gerent in Paradise ; he held a hi^ position there : all 
submitted to him as their lord ; and that authority, so 
soon forfeited, is to be restored to man in the person of 
the second Adam (1 Cor* xy. 24, 25). This is one 
of His many crowns. Jesus the son of Mary, and yet 
the Son of God, shall wield the sceptre of the universe. 
Now turn to verses 45, 46 of this same chapter. 
*' The first man was made a living soul ; the last Adam 
was made a quickening spirit." It is a beautiful 
passage. The first Adam had life breathed into him by 
another, and was made a living soul ; the second Adam 
has life not only in Himself, but for eyerj one who 
believes in Him ; that mi^ty life is breathed into all 
who are united to Him by the quickening Spirit. Just 
as in that familiar story of the woman with the issue of 
blood. She touched the hem of the Saviour's garment, 
and received healing and blessing. So does the sinner 
now receive virtue by contact with Jesus. You remem- 
ber our Lord's words : " Virtue is gone out of Me." 
Her trembling fingers touched the living one, and by 
that touch, life was communicated to her; she drew 
near to Him, and He to her ; the two were brought into 
contact ; then His fulness flowed out, and her need was 
satisfied. It is the same now ; — ^if we want to be healed 
of sin, we must draw near to the living Saviour ; there 
must be contact between us and Him. He touches you. 
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and you touch Him. He speaks to you, and you speak 
to Him. His life meets your death, the sap rises into 
the withered branch, the life-blood flows through the 
stagnant veins, and you are quickened who were dead. 

We hear people talk a great deal about what conver- 
sion is, and what it is to be saved, but can we not sum 
it all up by saying it is just this, '' contact with Jeaus; " 
for thus and thus only the dead soul lives. This 
thought may often help us as we look around on the 
masses of lost souls, and try to bring them to Jesus. 
It is a blessed thing to realize that all day and every 
day He may be sayings as He said when the woman 
touched Him : ^' I perceive that virtue is gone out of 
Me." Although we may know it not, miracles of grace 
are going on in a lost world. Jesus is touching dead 
ones, and bringing them to li£B. Let us think of this, 
instead of trying to understand metaphysical arguments, 
and fine-drT distinctions a. to what f^ith is, ^Twha; 
it is not. This taking up of life out of death is one of 
the thoughts suggested as we look on to the crowning 
day. 

Again, the inheritance of this glorious Monarch is a 
redeemed inheritance. We know that manhood, as 
entrusted to the first Adam, fell, and sank into ruin : 
was it to be always in ruin, or was God's beautiful work 
to be restored ? In His rich mercy He opened a door 
of hope — promise, type, and prophecy alike spoke of a 
Deliverer ; and God's chosen people Israel were taught 
something of His work by the law of redemption which 
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was oonimnally carried out before their eyes. We find 
it in Leviticas xxr. There are two acts of redemption 
mentioned here — the redemption of the land, and the 
redemption of the man. Bead from verse 23 — 28. 
Here we see that if a poor Israelite, after having sold 
any part of His possession, foond himself unable to 
redeem it, it might be redeemed by the nearest of kin, 
bnt that he only oonld perform the redeemer's part. 
These laws of redemption of course primarily refer to 
the Jews, and the same law which applied to their land 
applied to themselves. Verses 48 — ^52. But the type is 
sorely of more extended import. Fallen man had sold 
himself to the great enemy. Conld any one of our race 
redeem himself? Had man anything to give as the 
price of his sonl f Conld he, by any act of his own, 
purchase again this earth, once his fair inheritance, now 
stained with the traces of the curse ? Thank God the 
Bedeemer was found. The Son* of God took flesh, did 
the kinsman's part, and, in doing so, earned the crown 
of redemption. 

If you will turn to the Book of Buth, you will see the 
Jewish law practically set forth. We there find a Jewish 
kinsman acting the Bedeemer's part — stepping forward 
to do for the family of Naomi what they could not do for 
themselves. They had gone to a foreign land and lost 
.everything. Naomi, aware of the law of redemption, 
came back to her own country, and was evidently pre- 
pared to claim the duties Boaz owed her as a kinsman. 
In chapter iv., we have Boaz responding to the call as 
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an honourable Jew. There was only one reason to 
prevent his acting at once — he thought there was a 
kinsman nearer than himself, to whom he explained the 
position of Naomi. At first this man professed his 
readiness to fulfil his part, but subsequently there arose 
a difficulty. Boaz told him that the day he bought the 
land he must also redeem the widow, and take Buth to 
wife. At this he scrupled, and after the usual ceremony, 
by which he could transfer his right, had been performed, 
we hear Boaz saying unto the assembled council of 
elders, verses 9, 10, ''Ye are witnesses this day, that I 
have bought all that was Elimelech's, and all that was 
Ghilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of Naomi. More- 
over Buth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have I 
purchased to be my wife, to raise up the name of the 
dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead 
be not cut off from among his brethren.*' Here is the 
redemption of the possession, and the redemption of the 
woman. Now how do we find this figure carried out in 
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself ? Look at 
Galatians iv. 3 : " Even so we, when we were children, 
were in bondage under the elements of the world : but 
when the fulness, of the time was come, God sent forth 
His Son, ... to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons." The 
word, redemption, is applied in this way all through the 
Old Testament. We were in bondage under the elements 
of the world ; we were in the circumstances of a man 
who had sold himself and all his possessions, had at 
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last lost eveiythiiig and beeome absolutely a pauper — one 
who could claim nothing and oonld do nothing — ^who 
had no hope, unless a redeemer wonld come forward 
to act for him. Who was this Redeemer to be ? the 
Apostle goes on to teach us, verse 4 : " Ood sent forth 
His Son, made of a woman, made nnder the law, to 
redeem them that were nnder the law." Mark these 
words — ''made of a woman.** The Lord conld not 
have acted the part of Bedeemer if He had not been 
made of a woman, for He wonld not otherwise haye been 
next of kin to ns. It was the power of His Godhead 
which gaye Him the ability to redeem, but it was by the 
relationship of His manhood that He gained the fitness 
for the work. '' As bone of onr bone, and flesh of our 
flesh," He stood up as our next of kin, and as Ood He 
stood forward to build up the ruin which no merely 
human hand could haye restored. 

As the second Adam, therefore, He wears first the 
crown of redemption, and then the crown of uniyersal 
dominion. 

We haye seen that in the Jewish law both the land 
and the person were capable of redemption ; but some 
will say, Haye we any warrant in Scripture for belieying 
this earth will be redeemed and again made holy ? I do 
not see how we can carry out the figure without such a 
belief, for the two redemptions seem to me to go together. 
The Lord Jesus Christ says, '' I will take My Church, 
and will make that redeemed, restored Church My bride;" 
and does He not say, I will redeem her lost possession. 
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Bom. viii. 19 : ** For the earnest expectation of the 
creature," or the creation^ ''waiteth for the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of Ood," namely, waiteth till the Son 
of God will come forth with His many crowns, when the 
many sons brought to glory will be manifested with 
Him. The whole of creation is waiting for the mani- 
festation of the perfected, completed Church. In this 
eighth chapter of Romans, the Apostle has brought us 
up to a climax which starts from chapter v. In virtue 
of our union with Christ, He seems to carry us with 
Him through death and the grave into resurrection life. 
Then he takes the believer through the transitional 
condition of chapter vii. (for he evidently shows us that 
the state described there is not a satisfactory one for the 
child of God), into the spiritual freedom of the eighth, 
and then up to that blessed consummation — ^that glorious 
hope of the Church — that morning without clouds — 
when our salvation will be perfected. We wait for this, 
** the redemption of our body," when this tabernacle will 
for ever shake off its last trace of sin and of the curse. 
But the saints are not to enjoy their blessedness alone. 
In the 19th verse of Bom. viii., St. Paul personates 
Creation, as if it knew the day of its redemption and all 
its privileges would not be realized until the manifesta- 
tion of the sons of God — that until they are gathered in, 
all the possessions which the Kinsman has purchased 
are as it were in reversion, and wait to be claimed by 
Him. 

Verse 21. ** Because the creature itself also shall 
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be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God ; for we know that 
the whole creation groaneth and trayaileth together until 
now, and not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves." Even we which have the life, and 
light, and joy of the Holy Ghost, groan for what ? The 
redemption of our body. In that glorious day every 
sound of pain, every s^ht of decay, everything sorrowful, 
wiU have passed away, and that for ever. True it is, 
the soul is now redeemed, as St. Paul says, earlier in 
the chapter: " The spirit is life," but the body bears the 
stamp of sin ; the light is within, but the earthen vessel 
is broken and defiled. It is well when we feel the infir- 
mities of the body, the inroads of disease, to realize that 
this is only the waiting time, that it is but a little while 
of suffering, and weariness and toil, until He come 
forth with His many crowns ; and even the taking down 
of this feeble, earthly tabernacle, is only hastening for- 
ward the climax of our joy. There may be a waiting 
time after the saint drops the earthly tabernacle. Jesus 
is now like the High Priest, gone into the Holy Place, 
and it is not until He comes out that the whole Church 
shall be fully blest. It may not be long before the 
veil is put aside, and He comes forth to glorify His 
waiting people ; to bless both those that sleep in Him, 
and those that wake up in His likeness. But we have 
an earnest of our redemption even now. An earnest is 
not only a promise, but something given us beforehand 
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as a pledge of what is to follow. (See Eph. i. 14.) In 
this passage the Apostle, after speaking of God's elect- 
ing, forgiving love, of the Jewish and the Gentile times 
running out, draws onr attention to the fulness of times, 
when all things will be gathered together in Christ 
Jesus. Then, in verse 12, he speaks of the crowning of 
the God-Man ; and, in verse 13, tells us we were sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is an earnest of 
our inheritance, until '* the redemption of the purchased 
possession." He gives us the Spirit as the earnest of 
the inheritance. That inheritance is purchased, but it 
is not yet given, because the time is not yet come. 

Whether He will make redeemed earth the dwelling- 
place of glorified man, we are not told. The subject 
does not seem clear enough for us to speak dogmatically. 
Still there are little touches to be gathered up here 
and there which may throw light upon the subject. 
It is well, however, to remember that where God has 
not distinctly revealed, we can only inquire, and wait 
patiently for the full manifestation of the truth hereafter. 
We must not forget, moreover, that abstract truth is 
unprofitable^ if it is only dwelt on intellectually ; our aim 
should be to make it bear practically upon our daily life. 
If Jesus has redeemed the earth from sin and Satan, 
and if He is to reign over it, and we are to share the 
honor with Him, " what manner of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness ? " If this 
is the prospect that is set before us, — if the Man 
Christ Jesus who went down to the grave, to shame and 
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ignominy, and became a curse for us, took our nature, 
in order to be our Kinsman — ^if He calls us to be fellow- 
heirs of His glory, partners with Him in all that He is 
and has— ought we not to live as becometh those who are 
called to so great honor ? Our blessed Lord gives us 
a lesson upon this subject in St. Luke xii. After speak- 
ing about all the things that are so loved and admired 
and sought after by the children of this world, He seems 
to say, ''No wonder, they have nothing else to depend 
upon, to rejoice in, nothing beyond to look for, therefore 
they must seek a goodly portion here." Then, as if 
turning His back on the world, to which He had given 
a very solemn word of warning, and looking toward His 
own little band. He says, verse 22 : '' Therefore I say 
unto you^ take no thought for your life, what ye shall 
eat, neither for your body what ye shall put on " — you 
have another calling, another object altogether, a very 
different aim in life from that of the world. Do you 
''seek first the kingdom of God, and all other things 
shall be added unto you ? Your Father knoweth that 
ye have need of these things." — ^Not such things as the 
world may think necessary, but such as He judges to be 
needful, all these things shall be added unto you. Your 
Father will take care of that. He will never leave you, 
nor forsake you. You have got His faithful word, verse 
82 : " Fear not little flock, for it is your Father's good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom." . He does not 
promise you all that men are craving after, but He 
promises you a kingdom — a place with Him on His 
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throne — to be sharers of His glory, when He wields the 
sceptre of uniyersal monarchy, — Can you not leave all 
other things in His hands ? 

Surely our God gives us so much that we are con- 
strained to drop the baubles of earth. He satisfies His 
children's desires by bestowing upon them such riches 
that they must needs let go the perishing things of time. 
Oh! that we lived in the full consciousness of the 
measure of blessing He is ready to bestow, trusting Him 
to give us all that we need, and getting brighter and 
brighter views of the eternal kingdom, and a fuller grasp 
of what the inheritance is for which we are waiting. 
Then should we live more and more as becometh the 
heirs of such glory. May God give us all grace so to 
do! 
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Acts t. 12 — 14. 

"And hy the hands of the aipoMee were many eigne and 
wonders wrought among the people ; {and they were all with one 
accord tn Solomon* » porch, 

" And qf the reet duret no man join himself to them : hut the 
people magnified them. 

" And believers were the more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both qfmen and women.)" 

THIS chapter begins with a yerj solemn history of a 
man and woman who joined themselyes to the 
Church of God, and tried to persuade the Apostles that 
they were true and upright, and that they were endeavour- 
ing to do all they could in the cause of God. Ananias 
and Sapphira saw people giving their property and their 
talents to the Lord's work, and noticed that those who 
were very earnest even sold their possessions that they 
might have the more to give. Ananias and Sapphira, 
that they, too, would like to be considered very generous 
and very religious, sold a piece of land which belonged 
to them, and when they had done this, the devil put it 
into their minds to tell a lie about it. They brought 
part of the money which they had received to St. Peter, 
and laid it down at his feet as if it were the full price of 
the land. The Apostle said, "Is it?" And they 
answered, " Yes, it is ;" and thus " they agreed together 
to tempt the Spirit of the Lord." 
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I have heard some people say, when they have been 

accused of not speaking quite tnithfally, " I said nothing 

false, though I did not tell all the truth. I did not tell 

a lie, though I was not quite open." This history 

shows us what God thinks on the subject. Verse 4 : 

'^ Whiles it remained, was it not thine own ? and after it 

was sold, was it not in thine own power ? why hast thou 

conceived this thing in thine heart ? thou hast not lied 

unto men, but unto God.*' He seems to say to him, 

*' You were not obliged to bring your money ; but what 

you did bring should have been brought with the word 

of truth, and not with a lie." Verse S : '^ And Ananias 

hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost." 

God loves truth, and He hates all hypocrisies and lying. 

Verse 7 : " And it was about the space of three hours 

after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came 

in. And Peter answered unto her. Tell me whether ye 

sold the land for so much ? And she said. Yea, for so 

much." She acts exactly as her husband had done : 

they had conspired together to tell that lie so hateful to 

a holy God. Verses 9 and 10 : " Then Peter said unto 

her. How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the 

Spirit of the Lord ? behold, the feet of them which have 

buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee 

out. Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and 

yielded up the ghost : and the young men came in, and 

found her dead, and carrying her forth, buried her by 

her husband. And great fear came upon all the church, 

and upon as many as heard these things." It was a 
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very solemn lesson from the most High God to show 
how he hates lying and falsehood of eyeiy description, 
and how abominable in His sight is hypocrisy, or pre- 
tended service. Now we come to verse 12 : *' And by 
the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders 
wrought among the people ; and they were all with one 
accord in Solomon's porch." The Apostles were awe- 
struck, but they were not afraid : they knew well enough 
that their God was a holy God, and was jealous for His 
great name and for the purity of His Church ; and this 
terrible event seems to have drawn the Christians closer 
together. A great trouble often drives friends together. 
God's children often know more of one another in dark 
days than ever they did in bright ones, and it seems to 
have been so in this case ; for we read, '' they met with 
one accord in Solomon's porch." No hypocrites durst 
join them, *^ but the people magnified them, and believers 
were the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of 
men and women." 
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Acts t. 12 — 14. 

PARTIL 

NOW I want yon to notice four points in this little 
history. Firsts this great tronhle which came on the 
Chnrch drove believers closer together. Oh, dear friends, 
take care to keep near together. Love is of God. Never 
forget that division is the devil's work. Perhaps nothing 
makes him more angry than the sight of a happy, united 
Church. I know if we are not each and all upon our 
guard, the root of bitterness will soon spring up, and 
some little trifling thing, it may be, will be used to 
separate us. You remember the words of our Lord, " By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another." I am quite sure that nothing 
makes heaven so rejoice, or hell so angry, as a united 
people. Oh, let us then beware of jealousies, or sus- 
picions, or unkind stories repeated from one to another ; 
which so often cause division. We may have been very 
happy together; we may have reason to praise God for 
much that He has done for us ; and while we long and pray 
for more blessing, we do well to bless His name for what 
He has given. He has surely been among us ; and now, 
in this meeting, I trust we have many who truly know 
and love Him, and who also know a little of the joy of 
loving the brethren; but, depend upon it, the first sign 
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of weakness will be there : the deyil will throw in some 
apple of discord, something to separate those who love 
and serve the Master ; oh, pray that he may not succeed. 
I think God has given us hearts to love and feel for one 
another ; but we shall not be let alone : onr adversary 
goeth about seeking to stumble and to divide as well as 
to devour. Let us determine^ in God's strength, that we 
will have nothing to do with any one who would sow 
discord among brethren. God's blessing rests on a 
congregation, on a meeting, or a &mily, when one pulse 
of love beats throughout the circle; but nothing less 
than the power of the Spirit of God can keep any one of 
the members from the assaults of the enemy, and one 
disaffected one '^ destioyeth much good." 

Now we pass on to our second point, which we gather 
from the words, ** And of the rest durst no man join 
himself to them." By '* the rest,** seems to be meant 
the world outside. Many had been joining the Church 
before, making a profession, without the real heart- 
work which alone joins to the Lord; but when they saw 
this terrible judgment upon falsehood, they trembled. 
No false professors dared join themselves to the little 
band; but God's Spirit so graciously wrought among 
the people that true believers were not kept away, for we 
read in verse 14, ''And believers were the more added to the 
Lord, multitudes both of men and women." Hypocrites 
were alarmed, but true hearts were drawn nearer to God 
when they saw such awful proofs of His hatred of sin. 

Thirdly, " The people magnified them." That is, the 



NOTES OF BIBLE CLASSES. 35 

people felt that mere talk and ontside profession was not 
accepted, so they bore testimony that these Christians 
were really tnie and holy people. It is a glorions thing 
when the world is constrained to bear testimony to the 
earnestness and holy living of the people of Ood; we are 
always thankful when we hear worldly neighbours are 
led to say, that they can listen to our words, and do 
give ns credit for being sincere, because they see our 
profession carried out in our daily walk. The world 
notices trifles, as we call them ; and I am sure we can 
never be too careful about the little things of daily life, 
such as even our tone of voice, our homes, our dress, 
our manners, that everything connected with us may 
recommend our religion. 

I have heard a worldly person say, ** Oh, I do not 
believe that So-and-so is converted, she is so untidy, she 
leaves her children so dirty and uncared for;" or, again, 
*' So-and-so is never at home : she goes to meetings, but 
she is a very poor wife and mother; " or, again, ^' Such an 
one is fond of her own pleasure and amusement, and 
cares very little to help a sick neighbour." Ah, what 
we want is to be '' epistles known and read of all men." 
Worldly persons notice our habits, whether we are rich 
or poor, and if they see us caring about show and finery 
they do not think much of our reUgion. It is a narrow 
way we have to walk in, but it is not too narrow for Jesus 
to walk with us. Oh ! do not let the world look at you 
and say, " Is that rude behaviour your Christianity ? 
is that bad temper what your religion teaches?" or, "Are 
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those sharp cntting words learnt at the Bible-class?" 
But let the world look on and say, ** There is a change 
at any rate: So-and-so is indeed a different woman to 
what she was." It is a glorious thing when the life 
of Christ in His servants is so clear and distinct that 
people who see us cannot help remarking on the change 
wrought, and magnify the Master. Oh, think what it is 
to bring dishonour on that precious name— the name of 
Jesus. Shall we not plead very earnestly to be kept 
faithful and consistent ? The world does not know all 
your troubles of heart, all your secret anxieties or inner 
conflicts, but still, unconverted people do know well 
enough whether you are glorifying your Father in what- 
ever you have to pass through. I know it is a hard fight 
sometimes, and 'though the trials come to us in different 
ways, they surely come to every pilgrim in the wilder- 
ness. Perhaps one in poverty has learnt that Ood*s day 
is to be kept holy, and yet the earnings on Sundays 
were more than on any other day, and it is a hard thing 
for faith to shut up the shop when money is scarce, and 
the owners hardly know which way to turn, or how to 
put bread into the mouths of their children. But oh, it 
is worth while ; depend upon it you will never be sorry 
for what you give up for Him who has done so much for 
you. He promises not to leave or forsake us, and He 
never yet broke a promise ; but He does not promise to 
keep us out of trouble ; the word is rather, '' I will be 
with him in trouble;" and again, '^Ye must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God." 
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Dear friends, it is a rough world, but it is the school 
in which He is preparing ns for heaven. If Ood took 
all the trial away at once, it would be as if a mother 
said to her boy, ** Ton don't like school; you need not 
go any more." If Ood answered our prayers as we 
would sometimes wish, it would be like that foolish 
mother saying to her child, '^ Ton need not learn any 
more lessons ; you can give up school and do as you 
like." Ood is training us, and dealing with us as chil- 
dren. Perhaps some of us in poverty, or some in sick- 
ness, may have prayed for the removal of the trouble; 
but Ood knows all the time it is the best discipline to 
prepare us for the home He is preparing for us; and if 
we will only trust Him, He will help us along every step 
of the way, and when school days are over He will usher 
us into heaven. 

To pass on to our fowrth point, " And believers were 
the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men 
and women." As we have seen, it was a time of trouble 
in the Church, because of the solemn judgments Ood 
had poured out. Perhaps some thought Ood had dealt 
hardly, and punished too severely. Faith says, shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do right? Natural feeling 
shrank and trembled, but for all that Ood worked, and 
richly blessed, and believers were added to the Lord* 
They were not frightened away, just because they were 
true and whole-hearted. It is very easy to add a number 
of names to a roll, or for our meetings to become large 
and well attended ; but it is true work when ** multitudes 
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both of men and women are added to the Lord.** That 
is what we want. Sometimes I think we are getting 
ahick about this. He has added to Himself (and we 
thank Him for it), some here and some there, from 
amidst our number; but oh, we want more souls, not 
added to the meeting, but to the Lord. I ask, how 
many amongst us here to-day have been added to the 
Lord ? It is not for me to judge. I dare not, if I knew 
you much better than I do. God must do His own 
work ; may He search and try us ! Many of you have 
sat here long, and yet I am not quite sure that it is true 
of you, that you have been added to the Lord. I want 
you to ask yowrselves the question, each one of you 
to-day. Must it not have been a happy time to the 
Apostles, and is it not to ministers and teachers now, 
when they see men and women joining tbemselyes to 
the Lord and to His people ? Perhaps those who have 
held back many a year are now saying, I want it to be 
real heart-work in my soul, and not mere profession. 
Those of us who are believers, shall we not pray then 
for souls to be brought to the point, to be decided for 
Christ, and for many more to be added, '' multitudes 
both of men and women." Surely among these streets 
surrounding us on every side, in this densely-peopled 
district, God has more to be gathered in yet; and I 
want you so to pray, to strive, to live that you may be 
the instruments of gathering them in ; and if we are to 
do this, we must intercede for the power of the Holy 
Ghost to rest upon us. Nothing so stays the current of 
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grace among the people outside^ as when believerB lose 
the power of the Holy Ghost. If we want the work of 
conversion amongst us, let ns look well that we are a 
holy, loving, working people. 

May the Lord help us, and give us a real desire for 
souls. Nothing is worth living for hut our Master's 
glory. I know you may not have much time for what 
is called working for Jesus; hut still you will have 
such a hungering, earnest desire for souls that you will 
he praying for the heathen, praying for God's people 
and ministers who are in the forefront of the battle, and 
taking such deep interest and pleasure in all work 
everywhere that is done for Jesus, that you will seem 
to S:, . p... i» H; .nd th», ta ,.» .™ ^, 

you will be doing all you can for Him among your own 
neighbours : Uving Christ before them, and bringing up 
your little ones to love and serve Him. May He teach 
His own children to shine in His light ! 

Ah ! dear friends, God has spoken to us very lately by 
the death of one of our number, who little thought she 
would never sit amongst us again; and does He not 
seem to say to us who are left), '^ Eternity is near, life is 
short: plead for never-dying souls, fetch them in, Uve for 
God, and pray that you may be ready" ? 



N.B. — The lady who tahes these ** Notes," betieoei it will add to their interest 
if the readers know the result which JbUowed Jrom this meeting amonffst the 
poor mothers. It truly seemed (u if the earnest words which they heard that 
aftemoon, so poorly expressed by the " Notes," thrilled through their souls ; 
and, stirred up by the Spirit of the living God, th^ remained with one accordt 
when it was over, to plead with Him, not only for dinine power for themselves. 
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btdfor the m m er m om qfperiakimg aotii anm»d. Itwoiemdmtthaitkedetire 
wot ajreak laid <m mamf kearUf to he wtade the matrummti of bkatimg, and 
that "wndtitudei might he added to tks Lord,'' The queditme were atked hy 
erne aad another, ** Bono oam we act «• tAt« Matter f What would the Lord 
have VB to dof** A Jew dajf$ ofierwarda a reqtuet wot conveyed to Mrs. 
Pennef other, hy her Mothenf Meeting, to aBow them with their huebandt to 
aeeemble/or tea. In ajbrtnighfe tSme^ between 200 and 800 men and women 
thne met together to hear the wuearchaNe richee of Chriet nn/olded to them. 
Through the ineU umentalitg qf the ** Mather^" CUue, mang were there ^iat 
night who had never he/ore been preeent ; and there w mmeh reaeon to hope 
that ai the Great Harved Dag it witt be found that mtold btesdng hag 
\Jrom ihie «tnp2f ^^brf. 
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*' IKubtng Ut % $»!*" 

AoTS zxvii. 29. 

Tkejf eoit fimr anchors out qf the stem, and wished fir the 

day." 

In the horror of great darkness, 

In the starless midnight gloom, 
'Mid the shrieking of the tempest, 

'Mid the hissing of the foam : 
When the sons of men are qnailing, 
When the strongest fiEdth is failing, 
Sailor 1 cast an anchor, wishing for the day 1 

When the chilly sea-fog curtain. 
Gathers close with stealthy tread, — 

While weird voices strangely whisper, 
<< Breakers, breakers, close ahead," — 

In the agony of keeping 

That stem watch that knows no sleeping. 
Sailor 1 cast an anchor, wishing for the day. 

When a more than midnight darkness 

Hangs its heavy pall of clouds, — 
When a worse than ocean tempest 

Battles thro' the shiv'ring shrouds, — 
When the life-blood is congealing. 
When the heart and brain are reeling. 
Christian 1 cast an anchor, wishing for the day. 

When the icy hand of sorrow 

Lays its grasp upon thine heart. 
And the very thought of thinking 

Makes thine inmost being start,— 
When the pulse of hope is failing. 
When the last faint star is paling. 
Christian 1 cast an anchor, wishing for the day. 
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When the One who *8 gone before thee, 

In the bitter, thorny road, 
Bids thee trace the bleeding foot-prints 

Of the wounded Son of God I — 
When the willing spirit chooses, 
And the writhing flesh refuses, 
Christian 1 cast an anchor, wishing for the day. 

When the com of wheat is dying, 

In its dark, forgotten tomb, 
And the glowing golden harvest 

Scarcely glimmers through the gloom, — 
When the hand that sows is weary, 
And the barren land looks dreary. 
Christian ! cast an anchor, wishing for the day. 

When the sound of coming judgment. 

Falls on many a startled ear. 
And a voice is on the mountains, 

Lo ! the Bridegroom draweth near, — 
When earth's bravest sons are quaking. 
And the world's foundations shaking, 
Christian ! ride at anchor, 't is the break of day ! 



C.P. 
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HIGHBURY. 

Hebbews ii. 6 — 18. 

**^or unto the angels hath Se not put in subjection the world 
to come, whereqfwe speak. 

" But one in a certain place testified^ saying^ What is fnan, 
that thou art minc^ful ofhvml or the son of man, that thou visitest 
him? 

" Thou modest him a little lower than the angels ; thou 
crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the 
works of Thy hands : 

** Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For 
in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is 
not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under 
him: 

*' But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels 
for the suffering if death, crowned with glory and honour; that 
Se by the grace of God should taste d^athfor etery man. 

" For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain 
of their salvation perfect through sufferings, 

" For both He thai sanctijieth aiui they who are sanctified are 
all of one : for which cause He is not ashamed to call them 
brethren, 

" Saying, J will declare Thy name unto my brethren; in the 
midst of the church will I sing praise unto Thee^ 

** And again, I will put my trust in Him. And again, Behold 
land the children which God hath given me." 

VEBSE 5. *' For onto the angels hath He not pnt 
in Buhjection the world to come." 
This little word "/(?r " confirms the assertion in 
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yeraes 2 and 8 — ^that the xninistration of the new 
covenant was pnt into the hand of One greater than the 
angels. The Apostle had heen arguing that the Lord 
Jesus Christ came as ihe great Prophet, greater than all 
who had preceded Him. He had proved that as the 
Son of God He was greater than the angels — ^that He 
had taken the highest place as His right, in virtue of 
His Sonship. Then he proceeds to show that if the 
law which was introduced by the subordinate messengers 
of God was binding, the message must come with a ten- 
fold authority when the messenger is the only-begotten 
Son. If, under the ministration of the old dispensation, 
transgression received its just recompense, how much 
more shall they be punished who reject that Gospel 
which was brought in by the Son of God Himself. It 
is all summed up in the question, ** How shall we escape 
if we neglect so great salvation ?" — ^that is, if we neglect 
the salvation purchased at such a price, and offered at 
the hands of such a Mediator. The Apostle evidently 
implies, in the third and fourth verses, that the ministry 
now undertaken by the Lord Himself had been in some 
sense committed to angels in the legal dispensation. 
There can be little doubt of the ministration of angels 
at the giving of the law at Sinai. It is implied in both 
the Old and New Testaments (see Acts vii. 58, and 
Gal. iii. 19), and it is plain that the Apostle, in mention- 
ing ** ihe word spoken by angels,** had reference to the 
law of Moses. Then, as I said before, he goes on to 
say that the ministry of the Gospel is, in the first place. 



NOTES OF BIBLE CLASSES. 



45 



committed to the Lord Jesus Christ, He heing the 
Prophet of the new dispensation — the great Prophet 
who was to snm np in Himself all that other prophets 
had spoken ; and we, who have received the message of 
salvation so clearly delivered to us — this great salvation, 
purchased at so great a price, spoken hy so great a 
Prophet, delivering from so great a punishment, and 
making us heirs of so great glory — how shall we escape 
if we refuse these offered mercies. 

But there is more still in the argument: when the 
Lord Jesus Christ withdrew from His visible ministry, 
the angels did not take it up, it was not given back 
again into their hands, but human instruments were 
chosen to proclaim it. It was first spoken by the Lord — 
He was the first great preacher of His great salvation ; 
and it was confirmed by those who heard Him, the Holy 
Ghost, by signs and wonders foUowing. by spiritual gifts 
and wondrous results, witnessing to the Apostles, and to 
those who succeeded them, according to His own will. 

Thus the Apostle brings us out of the angelic dispen- 
sation — ^the dispensation committed to the hands of 
angels — and he brings us into that new order of things 
ushered in by the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, when the 
words of life were committed, not to angel messengers, 
but to human lips. '' God also bearing them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, 
and with gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to His own 
will.'* The Holy Spirit was given to Christ without 
measure (John iii. 84) ; but to the Apostles, and to all 
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who followed them, it was and is distributed in yarious 
measures, and with diversities of gifts and differences of 
administration, according to His own will. 

Ohy dear friends, when we realise this marvellous 
fiict, that Ood carries on the ministry begun by His Son 
by means of human instrumentality; when we learn 
that He puts the glorious message of His Gospel into 
the lips of redeemed men, who can not only say that 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, but 
He came to save me, how great is the responsibility 
resting upon each one of His followers, whether in 
speaking or in listening to the Gospel of the grace of 
God. 

** For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection 
the world to come whereof we speak." We must always 
remember, in reading this Epistle, that the Apostle speaks 
from a Hebrew point of view. It is written to Hebrews. 
Though he was the Apostle to the Gentiles, yet he was a 
Hebrew, and was therefore perfectly competent to enter 
into Hebrew as well as Gentile prejudices and feelings. 
Evidently, here he speaks pre-eminently as a Jew, and 
places himself as side by side with Jews. He knew 
just what their opinions would be, what their education 
had been, what were their preconceived notions and 
their particular difficulties; and, understanding these 
matters so well, God used his pen to instruct the 
Hebrew mind in the mysteries of the new dispensation. 
Hence, perhaps, the expression ''the age to come,'' or 
** the world to come," implying, as it seems to do, the 
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new dispensation, for this was entirely ''to come" to 
the mind of the Jew. It was not so to those who had 
lived with the Lord Jesus, and heard His words, and 
followed Him during His life on earth, watching Him 
every day until He went hack to the throne of glory. 
To them it would indeed seem that a portion of the new 
dispensation had run out, hut it would not be so to the 
Jews. Hebrew converts were ouly at this time beginning 
to understand that in Jesus of Nazareth was summed 
up all the stream of prophecy, all the types and all the 
foreshadowings of Old Testament days. With them the 
dispensation was pre-eminently a new one, — it was all 
** to come.'* 

You will find that interpreters differ as to the extent 
of that expression ** to come" : as to whether it means 
merely the present Gospel dispensation, as it runs out 
here before the millennium, or whether it extends over 
the whole future glory purchased by the Lord Jesus 
Christ for His Church, as well as the dispensation 
during which the Gospel is to be preached to sinners. 
But they all agree on the point that this new economy 
is the one introduced to us by Jesus as the Messiah. 

Perhaps the first thought that might naturally pass 
through the mind of the Jew as he read the words of St. 
Paul would be, '' But are we to lose the angels ? In 
that case we shall be worse off than before. Are we to 
have an invisible Messiah, and no angelic ministry ? and 
shall we be gainers by the change ?" St. Paul seems to 
answer this strain of thought, while he holds most firmly 
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to his original assertion. He points to the angels as 
still ministering spirits to the heirs of salvation, still 
going on their errands of mercy to the children of God, 
bringing Peter and John ont of prison, but bidding 
them to go and speak to the people the words of life. 
Having thns introdnced the new economy, ushered in 
by the Lord Jesns, and committed not to angels but to 
men, he carries them back to their own Scriptures to 
prove the truth of his argument. In passing I would 
ask, is it not strengthening to our faith in Old Testament 
Scripture to see how the whole of this Epistle is inter- 
woven with a tissue of quotation ; how it is all based 
upon a substratum of Old Testament truth. It is weU 
in these days of scepticism, and of all sorts of dangerous 
influences, to have our minds grounded and settled in 
the truth of God's holy Book, that we may be prepared 
to meet those who would speak disparagingly of any 
portion of it. If the Old Testament is not God's own 
Word to man, how then can that New Testament be 
worthy of credit which deliberately confirms and endorses 
it ? If the Old Testament be not God's Bevelation, we 
must surely give up the Epistle to the Hebrews. The 
Apostle first refers to the 8th Psalm, and, though at 
other times we have said much relating to it, yet the 
structure of this chapter seems so based upon it, that 
we can hardly omit a further allusion here. It is one 
of those beautifiil prophetic portions of Scripture which 
stretches over a wide range both of matter and of time. 
Verses 1 and 2 — ^the greatness of God, and the apparently 
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small and insignificant means by which He is pleased to 
work — seem all at once to bnrst upon the Psalmist's 
mind as something very maryellous. ** Thou hast set 
Thy glory above the heavens. " This earth, that looks 
so large to us, is not large enough to contain Thy glory ; 
it is altogether above the reach of our feeble minds, and 
yet it hath pleased Thee " out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings *' to '' declare Thy truth, and bring forth 
Thy praise." And why ? " That Thou mightest still 
the enemy and the avenger.*' Then the Psalmist looks 
up to the greatest exhibition of creative power : he lifts 
his eyes to the firmament above him, and he says^ 
verses 8, 4, " When I consider Thy heavens," &c. 

" What is man ?" This poor, puny being seems too 
insignificant to be thought of after considering Thy 
greatness and Thy magnificent works; yea, what is 
man ? And then comes the answer of verses 6 and 6. 
These are the very verses which the Apostle takes up in 
his argument with the Jews, as he points out that it is 
not God's will that the angels should now be the ad- 
ministrators of His Word. The dispensation in which 
God had thus used them has passed away, for he says, 
''Look at your own Scriptures; go back to the 8th 
Psalm ; hear what one in that psalm testifies, — that 
this same man, who seems so small and so insignificant, 
even he is ordained by God's sovereign will, and in His 
holy purpose, to be set over the works of His hands." 

But what are the thoughts uppermost in the minds of 
the Jews as they read the words — ** We see not yet all 
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things put under him'' ? The Apostte says : — ** I want 
to explain how it is; I want you to know what the 
meaning of this is, ' We see not yet all things put under 
him.' " 

** Look back to your own Old Testament history, and 
remember the time when for a little while man held the 
sceptre which God put into his hand as He made him 
His yicegerent and representative on earth to administer 
its govemment. What then? Adam sold his birth- 
right ; Adam, listening to the voice of his wife, deliber- 
ately put into the hands of the usurper the kingdom 
which Ood had intrusted to him. By an act of sad 
disobedience Adam handed over the goyemment of the 
world to the devil, and man fell ; man, whom God had 
made a prince, became in his wreck and ruin a vassal of 
his greatest enemy. But is it always to be so ? Was 
God's glorious work to be always trampled upon by the 
usurper, ruined by man's folly, and ruled by Satan's 
authority? That seems to be the point to which the 
Apostle brings us. We do not now see all things put 
under him. There is a sad confusion; we look out 
upon the world and we see no reigning king, no visibly 
controlling headship, no wide-spread holiness: we do 
not seem to see this 8th Psalm fulfilled. We wonder 
what it all means, till we read the beginning of verse 9 
of Hebrews ii., "But we see Jesus." We behold 
Him, for the word is stronger in this verse than in the 
former one. We look at Him, we see Him with the eye 
of fiftith, but not yet with our natural eyes. We are 
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waiting for our adoption, waiting for the redemption of 
the body, waiting for the " morning withont clouds '' 
which may very soon dawn ; but, meanwhile, thongh we 
search in yain for this glorious sight of man in universal 
dominion over the world, yet faith pierces the clouds, 
goes beyond what is visible, and sees Jesus. 

Notice that He is brought in here for the first time as 
Jesus. The first chapter had to do with Him as the 
Son of God, taking His place as the Heir, as the only- 
begotten Son, as the Creator of the universe, as one 
with the Father ; but now the Apostle brings Him upon 
the field of vision in a new character, and proves that He 
is not only better than the angels as the Son of God, 
but better likewise because of His great work as the Son 
of Man. The two chapters must be read together in 
order to see the force of the argument — the Almighty 
Son of God in the first, Jesus the Son of Man in the 
second, and Jesus Christ the Lord, superior to the 
angels, in both. 

'* But we see Jesus." "We look at Jesus ; we pierce 
the darkness, get beyond the mists and fogs of earth, 
and behold Him who was made a little lower than the 
angels, because He took that nature which was originally 
lower than the angels, and in that nature He sufiered 
death, and for the suffering of death God crowned Him 
with glory and honour; the eye of faith looks at the 
throne where He sits as the crowned one beside His 
Father ; and there we see not only the mighty God, the 
only-begotten Son of God, but we see a man that has 
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snfiSared death — ^we see a Lamb as it had been slain ; we 
see the marks of the spear, the thorns, the nails ; and 
as we look at what that man has done who bears the 
marks of death, we see the crown ; and yet it is not the 
crown of Deity, it is not the crown of Sonship, which He 
had with the Father when angels bowed before Him in 
the past ages of eternity ; but it is the diadem of one 
who is crowned with glory and honour because He has 
tasted death for eveiy man. 

He took man's nature by the will of His Father, and 
tasted the death lAnxh was passed as an irrevocable 
sentence upon that nature in its fedl, that sentence which 
could not be annulled or avoided, and under which every 
man must needs pass. Yes, He tasted that death from 
which there was no possibility of escape ; and for what ? 
that He might deliver the prisoners, and set the bound 
ones free. The Apostle is proving to those to whom he 
wrote that it was God's will to raise humanity to a place 
higher than the angels; and though man, who was 
originally lower than the angels, fell from the position 
which God had assigned to him, yet now, by the 
restoring work of Jesus, He lifts that fedlen manhood, 
and carries men, not to the level they once occupied, 
but to a place higher than the angels. Jesus, the Son of 
Man, takes a crown and wields a dominion which could 
belong to no angel, and to which He henceforth raises 
humanity by virtue of His own death and resurrection. 
The Apostle has proved in the first chapter that the Son 
of God takes the highest place as His inheritance from 
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all eternity, and in this second chapter he shews as the 
Son of Man taking the place of honour as the Bedeemer 
of fallen humanity, and lifting up to that high place the 
ruined ones whom He was pleased to save. 

We pass on to the tenth verse, where the Apostle says. 
'^ For it became Him for whom are aU things, and by whom 
are aU things, in bringing many sons to glory to make 
the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings/' 
It became, or it was not beneath Him, it was part of 
God's great plan, that the sufferings inyolved in bring- 
ing many sons unto glory should be undertaken and 
accomplished by His own Son. It pleased the Lord 
to bruise Him. It is an interesting fact that the 
word in the middle of this verse, ''the Captain" 
corresponds to that used in the twelfth chapter and 
second verse, 'Hhe Author and Finisher." In that 
chapter the Apostle appears to take up the thought that 
he touches here. In all the writings of St. Paul there is 
a constant recurring to the thoughts and words already 
before the mind, as though he loved to dwell upon the 
precious things he is receiving and communicating. 

It pleased the Father when He planned to bring many 
sons unto glory, sons whjD deserved nothing but wrath, 
when it pleased Him to give these erring ones a place 
with His own well-beloved Son, He was pleased that 
His Son should take the nature lower than the angels, 
the nature that had sinned, and that must die, and in 
that nature pass through all the stages of sorrow, suffer- 
ing, and punishment, which the sinning ones had 
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desenred ; for the Captain of their salyation must needs 
be made " perfect through snfferings." 

I suppose this expression may be taken in a twofold 
sense. When we speak of the Lord Jesus Christ being 
made perfect through or in suffering, we speak of Him 
officially, not morally. As the holy Son of God, He was 
essentially the perfect one ; but He must be the com- 
plete sacrifice, the perfect High Priest ; he must become 
the kinsman, and do the Redeemer's work, whatever it 
involye. Perhaps the words may also be taken in 
another sense, as we have it in Hebrews y. 8, " He 
learned obedience by the things that He suffered." He 
experienced it; He became perfect in the school of 
suffering ; He became, in other words, a perfect adept 
in that school, and knew every winding of its dark and 
sorrowful chambers — '* a man of sorrows, and acqtuiinted 
with grief." 



<< Ghiigt leads me tihiougli no darker room 
Than He went through before.' 



»t 



It pleased Him not only with the realising grasp of His 
mind, but in the actual experience of His own life and 
death, to taste every bitter cup, to enter into every phase 
of anguish that his saved ones should ever have to 
endure ; it pleased the Father to make the '' Captain of 
our salvation perfect through sufferings." 

Verse 11. '* For both He that sanctifieth and they 
who are sanctified are all of one : for which cause He is 
not. ashamed to call them brethren." 

I suppose the word " sanctify " may have various 
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bearings, into which we have not time to enter to-day ; 
we must follow the Apostle's argument, and gather its 
especial meaning here. You will remember the Lord 
Jesus Christ speaks of Himself in St. John xvii. 19 as 
'^ sanctified." "I sanctify Myself;" and because we 
are sanctified also, He is not ashamed to call us 
brethren. By sanctifying us with Himself, He has 
made us the children of His Father ; and this seems to 
foe the great truth that the Apostle would teach us in 
this passage. We become the children of His Father 
when He takes us up as His adopted brethren, and 
because we are the sons and daughters of His Father, 
He cannot call us anything else but brethren. When 
He takes the manhood into union with the Godhead, 
and when in that manhood he sufiers the penalties which 
sinning man had deserved ; when He carries that man- 
hood into glory. He takes us there as sons and daughters 
of His Father, and, therefore, He Himself calling us 
brethren. 

You see the word, *^ bringing many sons cmd daughters 
unto glory," touches the key-note. Jesus looks at the 
saved ones whom He has made children of His Father, 
and He calls them brethren. He gazes at His own 
finished work — He sees of the travail of His soul, and 
exclaims, '* I ascend unto My Father and your Father, 
and to My God and your God ; " and then He adds, 
" Go and tell My brethren." They are brothers now in 
a sense they never were before. We seem to hear Him 
say, ''I have elevated this poor weak humanity and 
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taken it ap, not only from its weakness, bat from its 
rain and degradation. I have lifted the poor from the 
dast, and the needy from the danghill, and I am going 
to make them not only princes, bat brethren. I have 
made them children, sons of My Father ; and the sons 
of one common Father mast needs call one another 
brethren.*' It is a beaatifol line of thoaght, and the qao- 
tations immediately following are to prove that the Lord 
Jesas Christ Himself ases the expression, *' brethren." 
And each of those Scriptares to which the Apostle sends 
his readers back is of deeply-interesting import in this 
connection. 

The first of these is taken from Psalm xxii. 22. ^* I 
will declare Thy name anto My brethren : in the midst 
of the congregation will I praise Thee." If yoa look at 
the preyioas verses of that Psalm, yoa will see that it is 
after the sofiering, after the deep humiliation, after the 
hiding of His Father's face — it is after all this that he 
raises the note of triumph in verse 21 : '' Thou hast 
heard Me." He was accepted — the clouds had passed 
away ; for He had despised the shame and endured the 
cross, and the work was finished. " Thou hast heard 
Me." '' I will henceforth declare Thy name unto My 
brethren, and in the midst of the congregation," or in 
the Church, ''will I sing praises unto Thee." Jesus 
leads the song of triumph, which is the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb. The choir seems as though not only 
joined, but led by the Lamb. We have Moses in the 
old, and Jesus in the new dispensation, singing in unity* 
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And again, " Behold Me and the children whom Thon 
hast given Me.'* The Father had accepted them as His 
sons in virtue of the price paid for them, and the work 
being done for them, they were brought into the presence 
of the Father with the words, '^ Behold Me and the 
children whom Thou hast given Me." 

Oh, dear friends ! surely the very thought of this 
Bonship to God and brotherhood to Jesus involves a 
great responsibility. Does it not seem to ask the 
Apostle's question. What manner of persons ought we 
to be ? we who, by virtue of this wonderful work of 
Jesus which it pleased the Father He should undertake, 
and which He willingly took upon Himself when He 
said, '' Lo, I come to do Thy will, God," are made 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ ? Did a Triune 
God perform this wondrous plan for us sin-poUuted 
unworthy ones? The Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost entering into council to do this work, the Father 
sending His Son, the Spirit of God anointing Jesus for 
the work, and He undertaking and accomplishing all, 
that we might be made sons of God, and, by virtue of 
being sons of God, brothers and sisters of the Lord 
Jesus. I say, what manner of persons ought we to be ? 
Am I really joined in brotherhood to the Lord Jesus 
Christ ? Am I a child of God, an heir of glory ? Is it 
possible that I, bom of a sinful race, shall yet sit with 
Him on the throne of His glory ? Ah ! there is another 
question. Am I living a separated life? — separated 
from a world that knows nothing about Jesus, — ^as a 
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member of fhe Boyal Family, who shall have a crown 
and a throne in the eyerksting kingdom ? 

We know what we eiq>ect from royalty. We know 
that it wonid be a matter of great surprise to ns if one 
of the royal princes was to be found mingling with the 
children of the peasantry, and doing as they do. We 
should think it strangely out of place. So it is, I think, 
with many things that are not absolutely sinful, but are 
simply unbecoming those who aspire to live as the 
Saviour. I do not speak of those who mingle in the 
world's follies without reserve, but of those who know 
something of their high calling in Christ. Dear friends, 
these are our school-days. We are under tutors ; and 
when our education is completed, we shall rise to the 
higher and the nobler inheritance which awaits us, and 
which has been bought and prepared for us by our Elder 
Brother. The treasure is laid up for us — ^the estates are 
all in reversion. 

Oh ! is it not a sorrowfril thing that God should ever 
see His children, His purchased ones, those for whom 
such a price has been paid, those for whom such a 
kingdom is prepared, losing their time, trifling with 
the world, playing with its toys, and so conducting 
themselves that those who look on them have a difficulty 
in determining whether they belong to God's pilgrim 
family or not. It seems to me a very solemn thing that 
we should thus forget ourselves. We like to talk about 
our privileges, and rejoice in the glorious doctrines of 
the Gospel ; we thank God, as we take up the Bible and 
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read of these mysteries of grace ; we rejoice to speak 
Christ lifting up fEdlen humanity from the dust, and 
raising it to His own throne; we like to read of onr 
glorions affinity to Him in virtue of His own wondrous 
work, and the power of the Spirit which is given us ; and 
then we go forth to trifle with our Master's time, to 
waste His purchased property, and to grovel amid the 
dust of a world that hates Him ! Is it so ? 

We know not what angels are doing now — at least we 
know nothing heyond the fact that they are ministering 
to the heirs of salvation ; hut I often think they must 
have a sorrowful ministry, not because we are sick, and 
poor, and sad — ^it is their happy work to minister to 
us then — ^but because they see in our conduct so little 
honour done to Him before whom they veil their faces as 
they cry, Holy, holy, holy ! because they see Him 
wounded in the house of His friends. Is it true that we 
are nearer to Him than angels ? Is it true that 

** Our next to kin, our brother now. 
Is He to whom the angels bow " ? 

And shall angels pay Him such reverence, and bow 
before Him with such loving homage, and His children 
forget Him ? Shall those who are purchased with His 
own life-blood think it too much to give Him a life- 
service ? Shall they be found mingling with the ranks of 
His enemies, and betraying His cause ? May God give 
us grace to live as those who have but one thing to do, 
as those who are watching for their redemption ; waiting 
for the morning when they will take their places as sons 
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and daughters of tho Lord Almighty^ ^a tho brofhers 
and sisterB of the Son of God. 

Is it possible that though He is not ashamed to call 
us brethron, wb are sometimes ashamed to own our rojal 
brotherhood ? May He pity and pardon ns, and, laying 
on onr weakness the right hand of His power, lift ns oat 
of onr miserable nnbelief and shamefiil worldliness, and 
let men and angels see that we are a peculiar people, 
bearing some resemblance to Him whose name and 
dignity we share. 
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Mark y. 18. 

"He that had been poeseesed with the devil, prayed Sim that he 

might he with Sim" — 

Not now, my child, — a little more rough tossing — 

A little longer on the biUows' foam, — 
A few more joumeyings in the desert-darkness, 

And then the smishine of thy Father's Home ! 

Not now, — ^for I have wand'rers in the distance, 
And thou must call them in with patient love ; 

Not novjf — ^for I have sheep upon the mountains. 
And thou must follow them where'er they rove. 

Not now, — ^for I have loved ones sad and weary ; 

Wilt thou not cheer them with a kindly smile ? 
Sick ones, who need thee in their lonely sorrow ; 

WUt thou not tend them yet a little while ? 

Not now, — ^for wounded hearts are sorely bleeding. 
And thou must teach those widow'd hearts to sing ; 

Not now, — for orphans' tears are thickly falling ; 
They must be gather'd 'neath some sheltering wing. 

Not now, — ^for many a hungry one is pining ; 

Thy willing hand must be outstretch'd and free ; 
Thy Father hears the mighty cry of anguish, 

And gives His answering messages to thee. 

Not now, — for dungeon walls look stem and gloomy. 
And pris'ners* sighs sound strangely on the breeze <- 

Man* 8 pris'ners, but thy Saviour's noble free-men ; 
Hast thou no ministry of love for these ? — 
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Not now, —for hell's eternal golf is yawning, 
And Bonis are perishing in hopeless sin ; 

Jemsalem's bright gates are standing open, — 
Qo to the banish'd ones, and fetch them in ! — 

Qo with the name of Jesus to the dying. 
And speak that Name in all its living power ; 

Why should thy fainting heart grow chill and weary ? 
Canst thoa not watch with ms one little hour ? 

One htUe hour ! — and then the glorions crowning — 
The golden harp-strings and the victor's palm, — 

One little hour ! — and then the Hallelnjah 1 
Eternity's long, deep, thanksgiving psalm. 

C.P. 
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